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PREFACE. 



X HE narrative contained in the following 
pages would never have seen the lights but ft^r 
a circumstance which forms the prominl'ent 
incident in it^ and the publication of which 
I conceived due to my own character. The 
track over which I travelled includes an 
important part of Germany, between the 
Elbe and the Oder, and extends^ through a 
small portion of Sweden, contiguous to the 
TSound and the Cattegat. The period was 
interesting, even during the suspension of 
arms. The stillness which precedes the con- 
flict of the elements is sometimes more aw- 

ft 

^ful than the storm itself. 

a2 



iv PREFACE. 

I have to narrate an instance of cruel 
inhospitality. I trust it will ever remain 
singular in the history of my countrymen. 
When Coriolanus^ through a thousand dan- 
gers^ had reached the hearth of his enemy^ 
he reposed in security under the protection 
of bis household gods. The Arab of the 
desert defends, at the risk of his life, the tra- 
veller who has once entered the door of his 
tent. The romantic page of Spanish story 
tells us of a Moor who unwittingly gave 
shelter to the Christian who had slain his 
only son ; yet the rights of hospitality for 
a time suspended in his bosom the dictates 
of affection and revenge. Mounting him 
on. his fleetest horse, ^^ Fly,^ said he to him, 
^' whilst it is yet night, and you have some 
chance of escape. You are the murderer 
of my son, but Mahomet has permitted 
you to come beneath my roof, and for a 



PREFACS. 



short time you are safe. Should we again 
meet I shall -rigorously exact from you the 
price of innocent blood.** 

4 

I leave my simple tale to make its own 
way. Strong in truths it may be uninterest- 
ing, but it will be believed ; it may be dis- 
regarded^ but it cannot ba denied. 

ROBERT SEMPLE. 

Islington^ 
Dec. 1, 181S. 
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JL HE great events which marked the winter SI 

of 1812 seemeil likely to be followed by 
others of still more importance. Early in 
1813 all Germany was in agitation^ and 
either openly in arms or secretly pre|mrilig 
to arm. Cries of ii^dignation long sup- 
pressed burst forth on every side, A mighty 
mass of armed men^ all hostile to France^ 
was assembling between the Vistula^ tber 
frontiers of Austria^ and the Elbe ; and it 
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PREFACE. 



J7HE narrative contained in the following 
pages would never have seen the light, but fbr 
a circumstance which forms the j^ronliri'ent 
incident in it, and the publication of which 
1 conceived due to my own character. The 
track over which I travelled includes an 
important part of Germany, between the 
Elbe and the Oder, and extends^ through 'a 
small portion of Sweden, contiguous to the 
TSound and the Cattegat. The period was 
interesting, even during the suspension of 
arms. The stillness which jM'ecedes the con- 
flict of the elements is sometimes more aw- 
ful than the storm itself. 
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I have to narrate an instance of cruel 
inhospitality. I trust it will ever remain 
singular in the history of my countrymen. 
When Coriolaaus^ through a thousand dan- 
gers^ had reached the hearth of his enemy^ 
he reposed in security under the protection 
of .hi9 household gods. The Arab of the 
desert defends, at the risk of his life, the tra- 
veller who has once entered the door of his 
tent. The romantic page of Spanish story 
tells us of a Moor who unwittingly gave 
shelter to the Christian who had slain his 
only son ; yet the rights of hospitality for 
a time, suspended in his bosom the dictate 
of affection ai>d revenge. Mounting him 
on. his fleetest horse, ^^ Fly,^ said he to him, 
^' whilst it is yet night, and you have some 
chance of escape. You are the murderer 
of my son, but Mahomet has permitted 
you to come beneath my roof, and for a 
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leiiort time you are safe. Should we again 
meet I shall -rigorously exact from you the 
price of innocent blood.** 

I leave my simple tale to make its own 
way. Strong in truths it may be uninterest* 
ing, but it will be believed ; it may be dis- 
regarded^ but it cannot ba denied. 



ROBERT SEMPLE. 



IsIiDgton, 
Dec 1, 1813. 
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I Xhe inhabitants depend for subsistence al- 
most entirely on foreign supplies, and the 
product of their fishing. The latter, when 
'the weather permits of the boats going out^ 
is a never filing resource.. C^d, haddock, 
Jing, whiting, and various kinds of flat fish, 
were brought in abundantly during my short 
stay ; and small vessels from various parts of 
£ngland were waiting to load with lobsters 
.for London. These fish are found in vast 
numbers among the rocks^ but owing to the 
competition of the great metropolis, are sold 
here at an extravagant price. It may be 
said, indeed, that the original employment 
of all the male population was fishing, which 
has been altered only through the English 
taking possession of the island, but to whidi 
they must at no very distant period again 
return. The manners of the inhabitants still 
retain much of the simplicity, and in some 
instances, of the "grossness which mark the 
ruder stages of society, but strongly tinctured 
with an exorbitant love of money, produ- 
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ced by the sudden influx of wealth wid:iin 
these few years. All the labour on the 
island is performed by women, a sight tt> 
which a week's residence was not sufficient 
to reconciled me. Young girls and old women 
carry along the heaviest burdens ; they :WOTk 
like the gallegos in Spain, in parties of foor^ 
six, or eight, bearing between them, in two 
ranks, poles from which their load is slung, 
and walking an uniform pace, those of emdh 
rank holding fast by each other. Two weHf 
in the lower town furnish enough of brackish 
water for ordinary purposes ; and on the 
surface of the island, the rain is collected in' 
two or three ponds, which form the only re- 
source for fresh water. This last, when taken 
up, is deeply coloured with red earth, and 
must be boiled, and left to settle before it 
can be used. The whole of this is carried 
up the steps, or brought from the centre of 
the island by women. On their head th^ 
usually wear a kind of calash or' hood, 
which projects forward, effectually covering 



the whole face except directly in front ; red 
petticoats bordered with yellow^ black gowns 
o|>en behind^ and slij^rs instead of shoes, 
complete their costume. Their countenances 
are sometimes pretty, but seldom, if ever, 
animated or expressive. Whilst the Spanish 
lady attracts by dark glancing eyes, a light 
and elegant figure, and a graceful walk ; the 
Beauty of Heligoland trusts to her fair com- 
plexion, her azure eyes, and her more useful 
qualities for domestic life. 

..The height and steepness of Heligoland, 
^and the crumbling nature of its edges, fre- 
quently occasion melancholy accidents. Not 
long since, 2^ beautiful and unfortunate girl 
destroyed her illegitimate child by throwing 
it over the cliffs ; but it being low water at , 
the time, the body was found;, a strict in- 
quiry instituted, and the culprit discovered* 
Whilst attended by the oflSicers of justice, 
for the purpose of a farther examination, she 
stepped a little to one side, and throwing 
herself over the cliff shared the fate pf her 
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child. In my last circuit round the islefnd^ 
I beheld the body of a man who had jus* 
fallen. He lay as if asleep, with his hea<J> 
resting on a rock, and stained with hisblobdi-* 
Beneath hinf, half buried in.tbe sand, lay a*^ 
dog, as if carried along by his iriaster, and^ 
crushed in his fall. Before the tide n^ade, ^ 
boat arrived and carried away the bodyibr inv 
terment. Many such accidents are recordfefly^ 
interesting perhaps to the inhabitants thetaf*? 
selves, but all similar in their catastrophe. - 1* 

4 

Tht religion of the island is Lutheran. 
On Sunday I attended the church, and sai**- 
the sacrament administered. The yotmg' 
women had all chaplets of artificial ilowert^ 
on their heads ; those who were to receive' 

• 

the sacrament were dressed in black, whicH' 
formed a curious but not unpleasant e6iitr£s(t^ 
with their crowns of flowers. ^ Themeh'arid^ 
boys went first, one by one, tip to the iitJkt; 
where the priest, bawling'out, put the' holy^ 
wafer into their mouths. The commuhtcaiifP 
tfen passed round to the othcfr sid^j; Whefte* 



he received a sup <^ wine from an assistant, 
who also repeated a monotonous admonition. 
All the time the congregation continued 
singing. Two large wax lights burned, one 
on each side of the altar, over which was 
placed a large crucifix. The whole church 
was covered with rude paintings from scrip- 
ture history, and in the centre a votive ship 
hung down, probably in commemoration of 
escape from shipwreck. Such are some of the 
remains of theRomish superstition still visible 
here. After the inhabitants the garrison assem« 
bled, and the English service was performed. 
About five hundred veterans sufiice for the 
military duty of the island, and their be*' 
faaviour at church was decent and devout, 
III the evening all the beauties of the island 
were assembled at a ball, where the same 
wreaths of flowers, that had been worn in 
the morning in performing one of the most 
sacred rites of Christianity, served now as 
the ornaments of the dance. 

The population of Heligoland is rechoned 
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between four and five thousand^ and^ as might 
naturally be expected^ has increased greatly 
within these few years. The occupation of 
the island by the English has suddenly ef-- 
fected, in this little spot, one of those changes, 
in opulence and manners, which^ in great 
states, can be the work of time alone ; and 
has thus crowded into the space of a few 
years, and within a circumference of {hree 
or four miles, a represeatation of what on a 
large scale occupies centuries, and interests 
large portions of the globe. It has been my 
lot to visit within a few years two islands 
widely different in their natural character, 
but equally seized upon by commerce for 
temporary purposes, and acquiring thereby 
a temporary importance. In 180Q, during 
the act of the United States for non-inter-.- 
course with England, Fayal, one of the 
Azores, was fixed upon by the merch^aats of 
the two countries as a point of meeting. In 
its stormy roadsted, I have seen fifty vessels, 
suddenly assembled at the command of com- 



ttieit^e, riding iti great danger^ constantly 
losing anchors and cables^ driving out to sea^ 
and sometimes on the rocks, where many of 
the crews were lost. But however Fayal 
might disappoitilr the merchant^ in other 
respects it could not fail to interest a con- 
templative mind. The marks of fire are yet 
fresh in its formation^ as well as in that of 
all the Azores, a group of ishtnds so in* 
teresting, and as yet so little known. II 
rises in the centre to what appears from 
i^e sea a sharp and lofty peak ; but, arrived 
at the sumifait, we are surprised to find our^^ 
selves upon *the edge of one of the most 
beautiful and perfect basons ever formed by 
nature. Its circumference of about a mite 
is exactly circular, the depth about si* 
hundred feet, and the sides nearly perpen^ 
dicular. At the bottom are two small lake^^ 
one said to be of fresh, and the other of salt 
water. Walking round the rim tff this Im* 
tnense hollow, we s^e at a gre£it distance 
beneath ua every indent of the island. All 

C 
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round its shores^ the black rocks of lava are 
for ever beaten by the stormy waves. The 
hollow murmur reaches even to these ele- 
vated regions, and, conspiring with the soli- 
tude and the grandeur of the surrounding 
objects, fills the soul with a sublime melan- 
choly. The island of Pico is separated from 
that of Fayal by a channel of nine miles in 
breadth. Its peak, the loftiest of the Azores, 
rises to a height of more than seven thousand 
feet : on its summit covered with snow, pale 
flames are sometimes seen. Viewed from 
•- Jhe edge of the bason of Fayal, the un- 
fathomable channel which separates the two 
islands disappears, and this sublime object 
thus becomes more intimately connected ia 
our ideas with that near which we are stand- 

• 

ing. Looking from Pico a little more to the 
left, we behold the long rocky island of 
St. George. Down its sides black streams 
of lava, hardly yet cold, mark the formi- 
dable eruption which took place a few years 
since, and show in still stronger colours the 
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nature of the formation of these islands, 
which seetn to have been thrown up in de- 
fiance of the sea. Its waves ever assail theiti 
in vain, and we may regard them as lasting 
monuments of the power of volcanic fires, 
to be destroyed only by one of those great 
revolutions to which our globe bears indu- 
bitable marks of having been subjected. 

Heligoland suggests far different ideas. 
Its cliffs of sand-stone, or argillaceous earth, 
regularly stratified, are sometimes majestic, 
and even almost sublime, but never convey 
the idea of durability. On the contrary, 
our ears, are continually struck with the 
noise of small portions crumbling down into 
the waves ; we ever behold the beach strewed, 
with fresh ruins. Snatching the short in- 
terval which the tide allows us, we walk 
round its base, and are constrained to reflect on 
the fleeting existence of all below. Nature has 
spread around us mighty tombs. The banks 
of the north sea are probably the bases of 
former islands ; and before many ages have 

c 2 
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elapsed, its waves appear destined to roll over 
Heligoland, then known only as a dangerous 
sand-bank off the mouth of the Elbe* 
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CHAP. II. 

The Mouth of the Elbe. — Cuxhcrcen."^ 
Passage up the Elbe to Hamburg. 

A CONTINUANCE of south-6ast wiiids 
detaihed me eight days at Heligoland^ during 
which time no vessel sailed for the Elbe. 
At length, although the wind was not yet 
favourable, a mail was prepared on the 2i7th 
for Cuxhaven, and sent off in an open boat, 
on board of which I embarked. We sailed 
sft)6tit three o'clock with the first turn of th6 
tide, the whole crew consisting of two men' 
aiid a boy. A German^ long absent from 
his native country, was my only fellow pas- 
senger. The sea was sniboth, the breeze, 
although light, became favourable, arid our 
little vessel glided swiftly along. As Heli- 
goland diminished tb our view, our boatmen, 
animated by the prospect of a speedy pas- 
sage, began to sing chatmihg little German 
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airs, in parts, with a propriety and softness 
that surprised me. This taste for music, in 
a race of men wjiere it was so Httle to be 
expected, appeared to me already a national 
characteristic; and I could not but reflect, 
that in all the shipping of Great Britain it 
would not perhaps be possible to find a 
captain and his mate, capable of thus join- 
ing even in a national song. About four or 
five leagues from Heligoland, and that island 
being still in view, we began to discern the 
steeples and tall beacons of New Work, a 
low island at the mouth of the Elbe. In 
another hour we were within the first buoys 
Avhich mark the entrance of the river, which 
soon became more evident from the change 
in the colour of the water, and its becoming 
still smoother. Between Heligoland and the 
Continent, there are soundings all the way, 
from twenty to three-and-twenty fathoms. 

Having npw a strong tide in our favour we 
passed the steeples and buoys with great ra- 
pidity, and as it became dark our boatniei) 
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found their way by constantly sounding. 
About ten at night we arrived at Cuxhaven, 
and entered a kind of harbour, formed by 
large piles. Here we landed, and all being 
still, my companion, who knew the ground 
perfectly, proposed to conduct me to a neigh- 
bouring village. We accordingly groped our 
way, for about half a mile, along a narrow 
and rugged causeway, at the end of which 
we arrived at Ritzebuttel, where the cheerful 
sound of music convinced us that all were 
not asleep. In the common room of an inn, 
and amidst the smoke of tobacco, four men 
of poor appearance formed a concert with 
the harp, violin, flute, and voice. Here we 
found beds in the German manner, that is 
to say, one beneath, and another for a cover- 
ing, a custom to which an Englishman finds 
it difficult to reconcile himself. Our musi- 
cians continued their concert till midnight, 
.when they left us to repose. 

On the ensuing morning, we made an 
agreement with the master of a boat going 



tQ Hamburgh to carry ua tbith^^r for twelve 
iparks, or about fifteen' shillings each. A9 
the tide did not admit of our 4epartjure till 
the evening, I made an excursion of a few 
miles along the Elbe^ which is here every- 
where restrained by strong dikes. The base 
of the embankment is strengthened by loose 
blocks, chiefly of granite> in great variety. 
I could not learn from whence these stones 
were brought, which offer, for many miies^ 
a rich collection of specimens for the ol>» 
servations of the geologist. They are con* 
trastedall round, by a country, flat^ or with 
gentle elevations, formed of the deposits of 
the Elbe, and preserved* by embankments 
alone from being again overflowed in high 
tides by that river. Ritzebuttel itself is a 
tolerably neat place, with an old moated 
brick castle. The streets are regular, but 
the houses stand mostly apart, and are pro* 
vided with gardens. The population I should 
suppose to be between three and four thou^f 
sandf They were extrs^vagant in their t%r 
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preflsions of joy^ at being delivered from- the 
tyranny of tbe French, a jo}^, alas ! but toa 
short-lived. Even while I was tfaere^ aa* 
alarm wa,s given, that the enemy was ap- 
proaching. The report spread with rapidity^ 
and in a short space the streets were filled 
with persons running, in all directions, they 
knew not whither. The alarm subsided, and 
was again renewed with the same efiect at 
the moment when we were preparing for 
departure. The narrow causeway leading to 
Cuxhaven was crowded with men, women, 
and children, who pressed towards the little 
English' garnson of veterans, for a momen-r 
tary protection. We embarked, and set 
sail. Scarcely had we put off, when a great 
diout arose, and we beheld people running 
and calling out, not in feaf, but in joy. A 
small party of Cossacks approaching had 
been mistaken by the country people for 
Frenchmen, and had occasioned all the 
anxiety. Cuxhaven itself is little more than 
a fortress and harbour on the left bank of 
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the mouth of the Elbe. The English had 
prepared every thing for destroying the 
works, erected on piles by the French, for 
commanding the entrance of the river. In 
an hour after our departure, a rapid tide, 
and a fair breeze, had alr(jady conveyed us 
to a considerable distance ; and approaching 
darkness soon veiled Ritzebuttel, Cuxhaven, 
and the flat banks of the Elbe on each side 
from our view. Towards midnight the wind 
failed us, the tide soon changed, and about 
three in the morning we anchored near a 
sand-bank. 

At nine in the morning we again got 
under way, and passed many villages and 
churches, visible on both sides from the flat- 
ness of the banks. The strong fortress of 
Gluckstadt, on the Holstein shore, forms a' 
prominent object, and we passed several 
Danish frigates anchored under its formi- 
dable batteries. Off Stadt, on the opposite 
side, we were obliged to lay-to, until the 
Hiast^r of the boat landed to make his re- 
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port, often a vexatious delay in the naviga- 
tion of the river. Soon afterwards we passed 
Blankenese^ a village about eight miles below 
Hamburg, and pleasantly situated upon little 
heights among trees. Off this village were 
lying great numbers of boats, well known iu 
the navigation of the Elbe, and the neigh- 
bouring shores. They are long and sharp 
fore and aft, with a high stern, one tall mast 
of a single pine roughly hewn, without staysj 
on which they hoist a large solitary sail, 
much longer in' proportion to its breadth, 
than any which I had ever before seen. 
About Blankenese, the country becomes 
more interesting, as well as on the opposite 
shore, being diversified by littje heights, 
and adorned with country seats. Among 
these the number of imitations of the English 
style of building, and of laying out the 
gardens, evinces our approach to a town 
deeply interested in maintaining an inter- 
course with them. Another hour brings us 
tp Hamburg, the spires of which, mingled 
4 
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with those of AltoBa^ and the masts of im- 
neroas vessel s, are already visible from off 
Blankenese. A smalt interval separates Ham- 
Imrg from the Danish frontier. Here having 
passed Altona^ the mastei^ anchored his 
vessel^ to avoid, if possible, being embargoed 
by either power ; and we procured a boat^ 
which conveyed us a little farther up into thtf 
^rt of Hamburg. At an advanced post, 
built upon piles in the river, a guard of 
' citizens, newly clothed and armed, examined 
<Mlr papers and baggage ; our boat was rowed 
up a broad canal, with lofty stone houses on 
i^ach side, and about four o'clock we landed 
itt- the heart of the town. 

Here I remained- five days. I had ex- 
pected to find a city, bearing in its appear- 
ance the marks of a hasty formation, from 
the sudden influx of riches ; but this, al- 
tliough the case in some parts, is not so ge- 
nerally. A considerable number df the streets 
are regular and - handsome ; many of the 
hodses are built of stone; atid the cans^Is^ 



TO UAMBVtiG. 29 

^hich intersect the most commercial quar- 
terly, and receive daily the tide of the £ibe^ 
contribute greatly to the speedy discbaig<p 
and loading of vessels. Hamburg is indee4 
a proud monument of thie power of com*- 
merce, and a striking instance of the adi- 
yantages which superior degrees of freedom 
alone can confer. Close to \t^' possessing 
equally aU the benefits of the Elbe, stands 
the town of Altona^ a dangerous rival, if 
not depressed by a despotic govemmentp 
But whilst Hamburg, free and unshackled 
as it once was^ possesses docks^ canals, and 
the traces of a numerous shipping, Altona 
presents only silent streets, and, in the river, 
a line of miserable gun-boati to guard 
against smuggling. . 

Although the English had not yet re* 
moved the blockade of the Elbe, every 
thing in Hamburg wore the appearance of 
bustle, partly of commerce^ but mostly of 
war. Wearied out with Fri^nch oppression, 
the inhabitants, on the first appeariince U a 
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Russian force, had taken a decided part, and 
seemed to be now aware that their ancient 
rights could be regained and supported 
only by the most strenuous exertions. 
Many battalions of volunteers were already 
clothed, armed, and tolerably organised. 
Those who could not obtain muskets were 
anned with pikes ; others, destined to act as 
marksmen, carried their ordinary fowling- 
pieces. Children paraded the streets in the 
Cossack costume, the air resounded with 
patriotic songs, and every thing recalled to 
me in a lively manner what I had seen at 
Lisbon in I8O9. During this crisis, the 
view from the ramparts towards the river 
was interesting, especially in the evening. 
A small plain between the city and the river 
was then covered with parties of workmen, 
engaged in throwing up redoubts, and volun- 
teers learning the use of arms. Farther on 
rolled the river broad and deep, and divided 
here into several channels by small flat 
islands, which seem still liable to be over- 
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flowed in very high tides. On the opposite 
shore, at the distance of four or five shoit 
miles, appeared the steeple of the church of 
Harburg, and a country already said to be 
in possession of the French, or held only 
by a very doubtful tenure. Hither every 
eye . was bent, especially as darkness came 
on, and the volunteers having dispersed, no 
longer attracted the attention of wives and 
mothers. Then towards Harburg was seea 
at intervals the flashing of cannon, the 
signal of universal silence on the ramparts^ 
whilst every ear was turned to catch the 
sullen sound. Various were the feelings, no 
doubt, which this sight inspired. For my 
own part, I felt a deep regret at beholding 
the enemy powerful enough to approach so 
near. It was impossible not to reflect, with 
some alarm, that the ramparts, partly dis- 
mantled, were wholly without cannon ; that 
the regular force was small, even including 
the Russians, who might hourly be called 
away, that Hamburg was at the extremity 
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of A long line of defence; and that die 
French were inetigated by the most powerfiil 
motiresof interest and vengeance to regain 
even a temporary possession of a city, where 
they were so thoroughly detested. Yet still 
the Elbe interposed its protecting streaiDi 
and diminished a portion' of the anxiety. It 
might be hoped, that the enemy would be 
unable to pass it. Yet an Englishman could 
not reflect without a sigh, that not a single 
gun-boat of his country waved its flag on 
this important river, except at its mouthy 
where they appeared rather as enemies than 
friends. 

Among the troops collecting at Hambuig, 
were great numbers of deserters from rti^ 
different corps, raised as their contingent by 
the Confederation of the Rhine. The spirit 
prevalent throughout Germany was apparent 
in the ardour with which every opportunitjr 
was embraced of joining the general cause 
of freedom. An entire battalion of Mag- 
deburgers had already arrived with their 
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^rms and equipments. I was <lelighted to 
trace in the features and conoplexion of the 
young soldiers from the upper Elbe a strong 
resemblance to the flower of the English 
peasantry, and which extended even to their 
manners and general appearance. The 
greater was the regret and the indignation 
excited at the thought, that this fine race 
had btten, and still too generally was, made 
the instruments of French ambition. Even 
the Danish soldiers had caught the conta- 
gion^ and came over daily almost by com»- 
panics. The general spirit was animating, 
but it remained to see how this spirit was to 
be directed. The materials were evidently 
good, but where is the mind that is to build 
from these materials , the great fabric of 
German happiness and freedom ? 

I was not surprised to find the Cossack 
mania /strong at Hamburg, as that race had 
appeared among its first deliverers. The 
dress of all the volunteers was modelled after 
that of the Russians^ and corps werie formed 

D 
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of Oerman Cosdacks^ who carried indeed 
the pike Mfd the Scythian whip^ but with*^ 
ont knowing the u»e either of the one or the 
crther. They galloped through the streets, 
to the great danger of women and children, 
and of their own necks, as I repeatedly wit- 
nessed; but seemed not aware that hardy 
babks, and the dexterous management of 
their pikes and their horses, the true cha- 
racteristics ctf the Cossack, were not to be 
acquired in the streets, nor even in the 
neighbourhood of a great commercial city. 
To wear ^through the day the dress and 
arms of a soldier, and sleep at night on a 
bed of down, is the great defect of all volun- 
teer systems. It was the defect of those of 
my own country, and I was prepared to find 
it at Hamburg ; but there it was rendered 
more apparent, by adopting the dress and 
arms of savage warfare, forming thus a 
stronger contrast with the usual habits of 
civilized life, 
l^ilst these imitations attracted a mo- 
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mentary attention^ the true Cossack^ close at 
hand, soon awakened a deeper interest* It 
was a curious spectacle to see theseScythians 
from the Tahais, welcomed as deliverers on 
the borders of the Elbe. A party of more than 
two hundred, who had recently.arrived, were 
stationed on the outside of the Altona gate, 
and the citizens were carrying them provi- 
sions. Tlieir horses were picketed in 
rows; their slender pikes of about twelve 
feet in length, and with a thong at the end, 
were stuck upright in the ground opposite, 
and they themselves forming into groups of 
eighteen or twenty, to receive their dinner. 
Their appearance was various, but martiaL 
iSome wore beards, others none. Here fea- 
tures regular, and even handsome, were 
<!6ntrasted with others, harsh, mean, and 
ferocious. The true Cossack appeared to 
me distinguished %y little eyes, obliquely 
placed, and a countenance conveying the 
idea of being contracted by extreme cold, 
and the constant dazzling of snow. Amon^ 

p 3 
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the rest were mixed a few Calmucks, Their 
high cheek bones^ small obHque eyes^ and 
general features^ strongly recalled to mind 
my early friends^ the Hottentots ; but on a 
gigantic scale^ they being in general thf 
tallest and stoutest men of the party. Som^ 
wore a dr«ss of sheeprskin, others over that 
the jackets of French soldiers^ especially 
such as were distinguish^ by^^y f]n^ry^ 
Among their arms and., accputr^mi^fits^ 
were Turkish, Russian^ and French pistol^ 
many French sabres^ and some, ^addieiib 
Before . dining, inost of them took piS^/thffir 
caps, crossed themselves, and repes^^d ^ 
short prayer. They at^ without voracity; 
but asked eagerly for spirits, under iherjpf^mr 
mon German name of snaps. After eatip^ 
some played at cairds, some read lettei^s^.- et 
which I was surprised, some; iponyersed, 'i^il 
groups, and others, stretched along ^hp 
ground, placed their heads \n their cofUr 
rades' laps, who performed with their ijng^Kp 
the pperation of combs. In general^; ^^y 
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were stout men, of the ordinary height. 
Their horses were ragged, and neglected as 
to outward appearance, but shared in every 
other respect with the Cossack himself; 8man5 
but spirited, and kept under admirable dis-* 
cipline. When any disturbance took place 
among them at their pickets, the whip wa« 
immediately employed upon the 'offender* 
They tremble at the sound of it, when 
joined to the angry voice of their master; 
but in return they partake of his bread, and 
receive connection and food from the same 
hand. Such were the Cossacks and their 

horses, as they appeared to me stationed on 

* 

a little height over tht Elbe, on the outside 
of the Altona gatfe of Hamburg. 

From the proximity of Hamburg and 
Altona, the intercourse between them is 
perpetual. An interval of not more than 
half a mile separates the two cities, the 
suburbs of which nearly join. • The road 
between them is bordered with trees, and 
forms the common promenade of the citizens 
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of both. It is particularly on Sundays^ 
which appears in Hamburg to be but little 
respected as a day of worship^ that this road 
is crowded. Tlien are to be seen rope- 
dancers^ tumblers^ puppet-shows^ and all 
the trumpery of a common fair, announced 
by the beating of drums^ the noise of hand^ 
organs and hurdy-gurdies^ and the confused 
sound of an idle multitude* Russians and 
Cossacks were now an addition to the throngs 
and formed^ to a stranger^ a part of the 
show. By their gestures^ and the vehement 
expressions which succeeded the most pro^ 
found attention^ it was evident^ that the 
movements of the puppets were to the 
greater part of the Cossadks an astonishivig 
phenomenon. That men, or women, or 
horses, should perform extraordinary feats^ 
might be accounted for on naturaf grounds ; 
but that Punch and his wife should imitate 
nature so abominably, and give each other 
such facetious knocks on their wooden heads, 
was a mystery altogether inexplicable. 



' Altona is a meat little town^ and many of 
the houses on the promenade have an ele* 
gance not equalled in Hamburg. The 
Banish uniform being red, gives to the 
guard at the gates the appearance of English 
soldiers, until, on^a nearer approach, tbetr 
whiskers and other circumstances destroy 
the illusion. But Uttle motion is seen in 
the streets of Altona. At the end of the 
town is a very pleasant promenade, called 
Pall-Maille, planted with rows of trees, and 
through several openings on the I^fi are fine 
views over the Elbe and the opposite shore. 
The quietness ^nd proximity of Altona in* 
duce several ' merchants to have their re- 
sidence there, while their counting-houses 
are in Hamburg. This proximity also^ during 
the reign of the French, gave rise to a 
pleasant mode of eluding their decrees, 
which was put* in practice for seme time 
with great success. The coachman of the 
French minister of police, being bribed, 
smuggled cofiee and sugar at proper oppor* 
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tunities, from Altona into Hamburg in his 
master*s coach* Inside appeared in great* 
state, a respectable figure sitting at the win- 
dow. It was the ingenious broker himself, 
properly dressed, and decorated with the 
grand cross of the Legion of Honour. 
The gates flew open, the guard presented 
arms, and the coffee passed with every mark 
of respect. Unfortunately for the poor broker, 
the astonishingly frequent visits of His Ex- 
cellency's coach vbegan at length to excite 
suspicion ; the door was opened ratlter ab- ' 
ruptly, and he was discovered with his in- 
signia, sitting upon bags of coffee and sugar. 
Thus terminated a speculation like many 
others, where the success of the commence- 
ment has prompted men to push their ad- 
vantages too far, and so difficult a thing is 
it to know where to stop. 

There appears Httle remarkable in the ex- 
ternal manners and appearance of the citi- 
zens of Hamburg, except in the female 
servants, who are distinguished by a peculiar 



costume, and a great liveliness in their air 
and manners. They generally wear a par- 
ticular kind of cap turned back over the 
head, are very attentive to their dress, and 
never appear in the streets without carrying 
a little basket covered with an elegant hand- 
kerchief, and sometimes a shawl of some 
value* Perhaps from the contrast the higher 
classes appeared to me, in the streets at least, 
generally devoid of elegance, without the 
finery of the French, or the neatness of 
English women. If I might trust what was 
reported to me, however^ this superiority in 
point of appearance among the lower classes 
wts more than counterbalanced by a very 
general depravity of manners, .and which 
extended even higher than I was willing to 
suppose. This, however, was not the time 
for such slight inquiries. On the third of 
May, reports were prevalent, that a great 
battle had been fought on the Upper Elbe, 
but the result was not yet known. I was 
by no means pleased with this uncertainty, 
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as it appeared most probable, that had th« 
Allies been successful it would immediately 
have been made public. It grieved me to find 
at Hamburg the same shrugs of the shoulder, 
the same uncertain whispers, the same fears 
of tallying openly on unpleasant political oo? 
currences, that mark the subjects of despotic 
governments. To know the truth, we must 
go nearer to the scene of events. Having de- 
posited in the police-office of Hamburg- a 
letter from an English merchant of the town, 
vouching for my being a British subject, and 
received in return what I considered as ^m 
equivalent passport, countersigned by the 
Prussian Consul, and the Russian Com- 
mandant, on the fourth of May I set out 
for Berlin, 
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CHAR III. 

Hamburg to Berlin. 

JL TRAVELLED in the common post wag« 
gon, of which I had as yet formed but a 
very imperfect idea. The hour appointed 
was eleven o'clock, but we did not depart 
till two. I then^ with some astonishment^ 
mounted a long narrow covered cart, or 
waggon, across which three or four seats 
were slung, and the after-part of which was 
stuffed with packages. Six other passengers, 
of whom two were Jews, took their places 
at the same time. Those on the hinder seat 
were in the dark, and those in front had no 
room \o extend themselves, or with difficulty 
to change their position. This, however, I 
was told,^ being covered, was a carriage of 
the first class. I took it for a bad omen at 
the beginning, that two other waggons loaded 
with goods were destined to accompany us. 
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Ill the scats of our carriage were little casks 
of money, whicli I was informed had coniie 
from England, and to which our conductor 
paid great attention, causing them to be 
moved out of the carriage every time we 
changed horses. Tliis conductor answers to 
the guard of an English mail, except that 
be travels inside and very often occupies the 
best seat. We set off with a great cracking 
of whips, and were horribly jolted over tlie 
stones for about four miles, when we came 
to a dead halt for snaps, the general German 
name for drafns, and the first word which a 
Cossack or Russian learns. After stopping 
half an hour we set off again at a creeping 
pace, and thus continued throughout the 
stage. This is called travelling post. At 
numerourt intervals along the road were 
statioui of (loHSiuks. About five o'clock 
we reached IJer}»;e(lorf, or the " Mountain 
ViUage," H <li«huu« of two German, or eight 
Eof^libli niilitt Immu llan)burg. It derives 
iU Miiinw h»im thu bmuU eminence upon 
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which it is partly built, and which in this flat 
Gountiy sufficiently distinguishes it. A fine 
stream of water runs through the lower part 
of the village. Here were about two hundred 
Cossacks, and to my astonishment some sol- 
diers in the Enghsh uniform^ whom I im- 
mediately ^ccosted^ but was answered in 
German, and found them to be part of the 
German . Jjegioi> not long from England* 
Abou( seven w^ reached Espheburg, merely 
a post house, distg.nt frpm Hamburg four 
German, or sixteen J^nghsh miles. This 
wa§ our first stage, and here we waited up- 
wards of an hour before all qur waggons were 
ready to depart. This bui]d\ngj consisting 
principally of one large hall with adjoining 
chambers^ and a stable at least as J^rge as 
the house, and under the same roof, recall 
to ; mind the form pf ipany of the solitary 
.post-hovises of Spain. Over the f^oor were 
the EngUsh Royal Arms, which were pointed 
^iit to me with great, exultation, and froni 
which. I w?is l^d tQ understand, that this ijfl- 
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portant post-house formed a part of the Ger* 
man possessions of the House of Hanover. 
It was nearly dark before we set off, and 
after crawling on all night we arrived at 
Boitzenberg, sixteen miles farther, about 
two in the morning, when the east was al- 
ready red with the dawning day. Tfm 
little town, situated at the confluence of the 
Boitze and the Elbe, on the south-east side 
of a long low ridge, seemingly formed of 
sand, was our second stage, from which we 
did not set out until five o'clock. The 
country in front being a perfect plain^ I pre. 
ceded the carriage on foot, guided by th* 
church spire of a small village, through 
which we had to pass. Soon afterwards wt 
arrived on the banks of a small river, along 
which we proceeded for some time, and w6rt 
then ferried over: when on the opposite ^ifli 
notice was given on a board, that we wert 
in Hanover, this stream forming the division 
between it and Mecklenburg. Still the 
pountry continues the same, tyeryyAitt^ 
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flat and sandy; Nature not having here 
formed any of her great distinctions. The 
peasants' houses now begi-n to be almost uni- 
versally adorned at each end of the ridge dF 
the roof, with two pieces of board crossing 
each other, rudely carved into the appear- 
ance of horses' heads, as if the owners 
were proud of being Hanoverians. Stili I 
observed the women labouring bare-legged 
in the fields ; and the few villages which we 
passed were miserable in their appearance. 
About mid-day we arrived at Lubtchen, a 
poor place on the skirts of a large wood, 
through which we had been passing for about 
an hour, and distant fourteen miles from 
Boitzenberg. The leaves on the trees in 
the forest did not appear to me more forward 
than those in England when J quitted it. 
After stopping as usual two or three hours 
at Lubtchen, we proceeded, and about six 
o'clock passed the Aller, a small stream, on 
the banks of which was a strong station of 
flussians and Cossacks. The Russian offi- 
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cers ran out to meet the stage without hats, 
their faces unwashed, and their hair un- 
combed and matted. After crossing the 
Alier the country still continues the same^ 
flat and sandy, but now more diversified 
with woods of small pines. Nineteen miles 
brought us, about half-past nine, to Lenzen, 
the first town on this road in the Prussian 
territories, and certainly superior to any we 
had seen in Hanover. It being fine moon* 
light I walked through the streets, which I 
found already silent, while our passpoVts 
were examined. Here they still talked of 
the great battle fought near Leipsig, in t 
very confused and doubtful manner, but de- 
cidecily claiming the victory, which, how- 
ever, did not yet appear to me sufficiently 
clear. 

Owing to the usual tardiness we did not 
leave Lenzen till after midnight, and at the 
end of three-and-twcnty miles reached Per- 
leberg, a neat little town upon the Stegnitz, 
a small stream, and, likeBoitzenberg, sitvtr 



HA<MBURG TO BERLfK. 4g 

at^d near a low ridge, in tlie middle of a 
flfet sandy country. In the itiarket-place 
standi^ it suflSdieht^y curious rude gigantic 
statue^, d^te^ 1646, about twelve feet m 
height, ot' Roland, a Swedish genexal. The 
country from Perleberg begins to be rather 
more adorned with small wobds ; still the 
peasimtty have a miserable apjieararice- All 
this mbrning I beheld peasant* girls walking 
barc-footed along the hot i^ands, roads they 
cannot be-caHed. At the end* of ten n^iles^ 
about mid-day, we reached KIi^t2^k^, a poor 
village/ where we 'halted. Froift Kletzfce .-^ 
the coutitry, tlum^ 'SAndy/ beioniefs more 
divei^*«iedbyg^ntle*Vmaulitioti8'0^ ttie lintl; 
now alK grefeh' aii^ JWlxea^ vrttft ' Urgs platita* 
tiori* of jrtnfes. At'«ftghtihthe isveiiitig xltfe 
reached the little tdwH^Kyritz] d'Asi&tici bf 
fWwteett tnllefe, ^d wilih difficMty xnkdf 6tai 
wstyl in ^h*' pyitici]^li*eteet/ tWtttugK flScki 
of eweS a£nd -lateibs-, Wffich^iteeQiea -to' be 
hfii-fe collected ef try ' h%ht, 'its'M- '■£■ sttAli 
aknti-y- villa^; 'The bleating^^ itf tHe-ani- 
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mals filled the air/ while the inhabitants^ 
principally women, running put of their 
houses with long hooked sticks, formed a 
bustUng scene. Thus the flock passed on, 
continually diminishing until the whole 
were housed. 

A conversation which took place this day 
among my fellow travellers gave me by no 
means a favourable idea of their patriotism. 
One of them repeated in French, and with 
enthusiasm, the proclamation of Bonaparte 
to his army before beginning the campaign, 
and praised its energy, especially when com- 
pared with those of Germany. That might 
be true ; but as in this notable harangue, 
Bonaparte tells his soldiers that in a few 
months the Prussian monarchy should cease 
to exist, for having dared to excite Germany 
to revolt, it might have been expected thi^ 
so degrading a\i expression would have 
caused at least some little indignation in 
a German bosom. What was my astonish* 
ment to hear it repeated, without a single. 
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remark^ except in its favour. It it clear^ if 
such sentiments be general throughout the 
different races of Germany, and they can 
thus patiently hear themselves treated as re- 
Yolted slaves, not only that they aver, but 
' that they must continue so. I trusted how- 
ever to meet, as I proceeded, with a different 
and a better spirit ; and began to regard my 
companions as some merely of the degene- 
rate children of Germany. 

We left Kyritz at nine, and after travelling 
all night and passing through Wusterhausen^ 
a distance of four miles, reached Febrbellin^ 
a &rther stage of fourteen miles, at fbuivdH' 
the morning. Abeautifal sun^-rise adorned, 
the clouds with gold, to which I in vami 
called the attention of my cotnpanions, Wfaot 
seemed to wonder* that I should contemplatei 
so common a spectacle with any kind of dAj 
light. Fehrbellin is a tolerable town, situ*' 
ated partly on an ascent near llie little River 
Rein, which we reach, through a long avenue 
of trees. I w$b struck with the church-yard. 
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which was filled with litfle pieces of board 
fantastically carved, and variously painted, 
and adorned with the names and merits of 
the dead. Here, while surveying a regi»* 
ment of Yagers preparing to march, I was 
struck with the appearance of two men ia 
the grenadiers, whose air was wholly difier- 
ent from that of Prussian soldiers, and whcHU 
I thought I heard pronounce some words in 
Spanish. I accordingly accosted them in that 
^nguage, biit was answered in Italmn, ttiat 
tjiey had: formed part of Bonaparte's army. 
^laicb'Ua^ reached Moscow, and having: 
slmned all the horrors of the subsequent 
rbti^eat, and' lived for manjl^ days entirely oti^ 
rarvK horterfiesh^ had at length found an op*;: 
poitiii\ity of deserting, which they did riot 
fatt 4pf^ embrace. ^^ Ah ! Signor," said one 
c^ihdm to me in a doleful tone, ^^ Napoleon 
choused us finely. I had my sash filled 
with .gold, which I carried round my waist 
day and night for several weeks. But what' 
was the 4ise of gold when there .was nothing y 
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to be got for it, so that at lengtJi I was 
obliged to leave it all behind, being hardly 
able to carry myself along." He farther in^ 
formed me, that he had been established 
at Modena as an apothecary, but had been 
obliged by the conscription to quit bis 
home, and march as a common soldier. 
As a proof of this, he addressed a sentence 
•to me in Latin, which, although prDnounted 
with hesitation, was still sufficient to «how 
that he was somewhat versed in that laii- 
^age. Such are the objects of that tre- 
mendous military law, which, as long as it 
continues in force, must give France a de- 
cided superiority over all her neighbours in 
the recruiting of her armies, and furnish an 
inexhaustible supply of men for the most 
destructive designs of war and ambition. 

The distance from Fehrbellin to Berlin is 
about thirty miles, chiefly through pine 
woods, along a road of deep sand. Near 
Fehrbellin we pass an obelisk^ erected to 
commemorate a battle gained here by the 
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Prussians over the Swedes in 1675. Four 
miles from Berlin we come upon a good 
causeway, for the most part bordered with 
trees, and which leads in a straight line 
to the Hamburg gate. A burial-place close 
without recalls to mind a custom of the 
ancients in this respect, still visible at the 
gate of the city of Pompeii. From* the 
flatness of the country, and the church 
spires being in general far from lofty, Beriin 
is hot visible in this direction at any great 
distance. Our passports were strictly ex* 
amined at the gate^ and about she o'clock I 
found myself in the streets of Berlin. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Berlin. — Public Buildings. ^-^Bridges.'^-^ 
Gate of Brandenburg. — Military Monu-- 
ments. -'^Public Illuminations. 

X O my great disappointment on our arrival 
at the post-officc, I found that my portman- 
teau had heen taken out of the hack part 
of the. carriage, where I had seen it quietly 
deposited^ and, without my knowledge or 
consent, had been left behind at Fehrbellin, 
to be sent on with some other baggage in a 
separate waggon. It may easily be con- 
ceived what was my anxiety, at finding my- 
self thus suddenly left destitute in the middle 
of a large city. It is true, the baggage ar- 
rived in safety next morning, but this may 
serve to show the liberties taken here with a 
traveller, and the perfect indifierence shown 
to his comforts. This, however, was soon 
forgotten in contemplating Berlin, which is 
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certainly one of the handsomest cities in 
Europe. The streets are generally broad 
and regular, and the houses either built of 
stone, or stuccoed, so as closely to resemble 
it. From space to space, palaces, churches, 
theatres, and other public buildings, prevent 
too continued an uniformity, and yet seem 
all parts of one great .plan. The Spree, 
which runs through the centre, gives an ap- 
pearance of maritime commerce to thi» inr 
land city, at which we have arrived through 
endless roads of sand. Barges of a' hundred 
feet in length, with a prow and stern alike, 
sharp and rising high out of the water, recall 
the elegant shape of the gondola* of Venice, 
but serve the more useful purposes of inters 
nal commerce, and of communication with 
the Oder. By them, the wood of the forests^ 
and the coals and manufactures of Silesia 
and of England, are transported to Berlin 
at an easy rate. The bridges over the Spree 
are a farther ornament to the city. Several 
of them are of stone, adorned with statues^ 
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nnd appear as if connected with the adj^kn^r 
ing buildings. The principal bridge is of 
hewn stone, about one hundred and seventy- 
feet in length, with five arches, ornamented 
with marine .figures. On one side iis'^jrii ^ 
eqi!iestrian statue of the Elector Frederick >fy 
William. At the angles of the pedestaH '^^ ^-^^*^ 
ar€ four slaves of bronze, on the fingers of ^ 
which are still visible the marks made by 
the sabres of the Prussians^ when, in 17 60, 
they tbok possession of the city. The bridge 
of Dorotheestadt, of a single arch, is also of 
stone, and adorned with eight groups of 
statues, in which lihe elegance of the designs 
is far imore conspicuous than their modesty. 
Besides the stone bridges there are many bf 
wood, which cross the Spree and the canals 
which communicate with it. 

A circumstance which contributes greatly 
to preserve the neat appearance of the streets 
of Berlin is the total absence of beggars. 
No sooner does one appear than he is taken 
up by the pohce^ and sent' to the House of 

1 
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Industry. Thus, in surveying what af^iiieari 
ranges of palaces, the eye is not shocked hy 
beholcling their splendour and order con- 
trasted with miserable objects, often more 
calculated to excite bur disgust than our 
commiseration. What is practicable in Ber- 
lin, is it not equally so in London ? 

The royal residence at Berlin, called the 
Castle, although erected at different period^ 
and still unfinished^ is yet a magnificent^ 
building. One side rests upon the Spree t 
the front towards the grand parade is neariy 
five hundred feet in length, and the height 
upwards of one hundred feet. It has foir 
"Courts, of which the largest serves as a 
thoroughfare ; two on the side next the Spree 
are not open to the public. The principal 
entrance resembles the triumphal arch of 
Septimius Severus, and has to all appearance 
been modelled after it. A little round tower 
of great antiquity, close upon the river, -is 
still shown as part of the original building 
and having formerly served as a prison. An 
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hydraulic machine raises water to the summit^ 
from which it is distributed over the whole of 
the interior. I heard much of the beauty 
and ornaments of the apartments ; but they 
were now all closed^ and I was obliged to 
rest contented with the description. 

Berlin is surrounded by a slight wall of 
twelve or fourteen feet in height^ or by pa- 
lisades^ and has fifteen gates^ of which 
that of Brandenbui^ is by far the most 
striking* It is modelled after the Propyleuni 
of Athens^ erected by Periclesr during the 
most flourishing period of the arts in Greece^ 
and terminates one of the finest streets in 
Serliii ; in the centre of the street is a gravel 
walk^ bordered on each side with linden* 
trees, and generally on fine evenings crowded 
with . company. The gate itself is a species 
of colonnade, of twelve fluted Doric columns, 
and as many smaller, with ten pilasters, so 
arranged and joined as to aflford six openings. 
Over the architrave a flight of steps leads to 
a plcUform/ on which formerly stood a charicrt 
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with four horses, and a figure emblematic 
of the triumph of Peace : this, however^ the 
French removed to Paris. The bas^relieb 
represent the combat. of the Centaurs and 
the Lapithee. vOn each side two guard- 
houses, much lower, than, the gate, form part 
of the design, and serve at least to connect 
this elegant structure with the adjoining 
buildings* Through the openings of the 
gate are seen the trees of the park, whidi 
begins immediately on the outside of it> and 
is the great resort of the inhabitants* U 
contains about eight hundred acres, of whic^ 
six hundred are planted with young oa]t% 
pines, beech, elm, and birch. This litljl 
forest so close to the walls has a charmii^ 
effect. Numerous paths intersect it, whet^ 
in the hottest weather, the stranger MMf 
walk for hours in the shade, and totally fdly 
get that he is so near the metropolis of 
Prussia. Several openings are adorned with 
statues, none of which however areremarkafade 
for their Elegance, la ancient ti«>es this woo^ 
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was far 'more extensive,! and enclb^d for iihe' 
purposes of the chace. ^It is now more > 
usefully and liberally dedicated tO' tKe health 
and amusement of the citizens of Berlin. I- 
noticed with soine surprise, that very few of' 
the young trees, even close to the paths, vrere 
in any degree injured ; no boughs broken off^ 
no bark wantonly carried away, Su^h trould^ 
not be the case near any lai^e city in Great- 
Britain. Are we to attribute this ^ to the^ 
greater refinement of manners in ttUd k>Wer 
classes of Berlin, or to that well-regulated 
slavery of mind^ inspired: bya^ despotic go** 
vemment? .^As an Englishmail/ and kindly 
treated and welcomed as ^ such,' LiWould wil- 
Utigly- assign the former caiisei, <Sf^ld it be 
done without prejudice to the character of 
my ownxrountrymen^ .r'.:.^ . .' 

The arsetial is onie of the ftttefetbdildingi*' 
in Berlin, and, standii>g. near trtih^r public* 
edifices, is evidently superior to them alU 
It forms a squafre of about three* hunclred 
feet, and has at> air of-gWomy grandeur 
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wdl suited to the purposes for which it it 
formed. It is surrounded by iron chains, 
supported by cannon, and all its extemd 
ornaments of helmets^ swords, and trojAic^i 
denote what may be expected within. The 
interior, however, was not to be seen inth- 
out an express order ; I made several attempts 
to obtain admission, but in vain. This I 
regretted, not on account of the usual col- 
lection of the instruments of war which I 
might there have seen, but that I could not 
witness the effect produced on the mind bf 
the ornaments of the inner court. There I 
was told the key-stones of the windows wy 
presented the heads of dying men, of variovs 
expressions, and such as might easily be col- 
lected on a common field of battle. The 
artist who ^planned such singular omaments 
must have had either a hardened heart, or 
the most benevolent intentions. He jfts 
either wholly indifferent to the sufferings of 
his fellow'Creatures, or he wished to toudi 
with pity the hearts of kings, who mig^ 
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viiiit this arsenal for the purpose of need- 
lessly drawing forth what has been insolently 
termed their last arguments. 

At no great distance from the Branden- 
burg gate is a square^ containing five marble 
statues of generals^ who were distinguished 
in the wars of Frederick the Second. Here 
the absurdity of representing men in dresses 
which they never wore, may be fairly con- 
trasted with the faithful resemblance of 
them when alive. Marshal Schwerin is 
Tqpresented^ holding in his hand the colours 
with which he fell at the battle of Prague 
but dressed in a Roman garb, and, to add to 
the absurdity, adorned with a sash. General 
-Winterfeld is also in the ancient military 
garb, resting on the trunk of a tree. But 
Seydiitz, Ziethen, and Marshal Keith who 
fell at the battle of Hochkirk, arc repre- 
3ented in the uniforms of their respective 
regiments. That of General Ziethen^ in a 
thoughtful posture, with his arm resting 
upon his hand, is by far the most striking. 
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owing, something perhaps, to the superior 
elegance of his hussar dfess. On the- pedestal 
are bas-reliefs, representing soihft of hia prin- 
cipal actions. The pedestals of the bihev 
statues are without names or ornam^Jnts;^ •' * 
On Sunday I viisited the church of St. Ni- 
cholas, said to have been built in the twelfth 
century, and to be c6-eval with thfe city 
itself. The interior has indeed every ap- 
pearance of a venerable antiquity, but • few 
of the beauties of Gothic' architecture. Its 
length is about one hundred and eighty feet, 
by eighty in breadth, and its low sharp 
spire is not much superior in appearance to 
that of an EngHsh country village. 'Hie 
church was exceedingly crowded, and candles 
were kept burning during the whole service, 
evidently a relic of the rites of the Rotoish 
feith. In the chorus of the Psalms kettle* 
drums were introduced, and the whole con- 
gregation joining, the effect was very strik- 
ing. This church contains some ' atici^nt 
pictures, more worthy of remafk frdm their 
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singuIarHy iflian Ibeir beauty. . Id a painting 
ef the LastiJudgttieDt^ a child is.xcpr^eoted 
enterkng Heaven riding on a »stick. - In ano- 
.tiler, I was toldy c^the idescent; .>of CbrUt 
]iit)(^ /HeSl^ the Devil is shown frightened out 
of bis Mrits^ -Tiuiouig in a great ^urry lo 
sound the alarcn, as well he might; but I 
looked for tiiis picture in vain. Sonie niofiu- 
itnent&'of the 'fifteenth and si}(.teen& cenitixries 
are not unworthy of attention^ aa showing 
the taste of the period in which they were 
constructed. 

At Berlin, I saW for the first time a large 
body of the Russian inf»ntry, who certainly 
had nothing striking in'their jooks. On the 
G(»itrary, I /thought &em the tineane^ I had 
yet beheld, with t^ejCKception of soineof ithe 
Spanish troops, ^mong wbom^ however, in- 
teresting physiognomies and active lioibs 
frequently compensate for a ^a^ed dress 
and uncoutl^ appearance, in the gi^eat street 
cf X^eipsig was also assi^mbled a large body 
ef Cosisacks, by &r fthe oios^ i&aiteissthiig of 

F 
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any which I bad yet seen. Among thmi 
was a considerable number of Baschkirs, 
armed with crooked bows> and long light 
arrows, and having the crown of the bead 
covered with a small bonnet of blue cAodi. 
Others were Tartars^ whose conical caps of 
blue nankeen^ and small swallow-tailed flags^ 
were evidently derived from the borders of 
China. Seeing that I surveyed them with 
attention, some of them surrounded me, and 
pointing to the Leipsig gate^ repeated fre- 
quently, *• Paris, Paris/' Whether thqr 
were asking me the road, or exjNressing 
their determination to go there, was mofe 
than I could say. Such, however, I under* 
stood to be their prevalent sentiments, and 
that they had no doubt but that they were 
proceeding in a straight road to the French 
capital. 

On the evening of the 8th, Berlin wts. 
illuminated on account of the victory said 
to be gained near Leipsig. I was rejoieed 
to witness .this, which I could not but regard 
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as a coirfirmation of the intelligence; yet 
there was a tardiness about it which seemed 
unaccountable. The illumination ¥ras very 
partial \ the greater part of the houses had 
only a few lamps^ and many of the streets 
would have been wholly in the dark but for 
a clear moon^ which well supplied the place 
of artificial light. I saw but one single 
transparency which occupied a solitary pane^ 
and was simply, '^ God save the King.'* 
This, as expressed in German, is, ^* Gott 
schutz den Koenig.'* When it is remreni- 
bered that in the German idiom ^^ the u 
twice dotted is pronounced like i,^ it will be 
allowed, that to an English ear, this sentence 
conveyed an idea of no great reverence to- 
wards His Majesty. 

On the 9th, cannon were fired in tiie 
square before the castle, in token of rejoicing. 
This tardiness on the part of the government 
appeared to me still mpre unaccountable 
than that of the people, but excited no sus- 
4>icions. In the evening, however, a great 

F a 
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ctx)wd was "collected at rtie post-house evi* 

•dentfy imrch agitated, each equally inquiring 

n^s''df his Wfeighbour: "many Wowien Ivere 

W tears; arid to judge frbni tti^r ^dctWitfa- 

tiorisy the iPreiich were already malrcbitlg 

trpotf^'Beilin.'* The public chest had been re- 

woved in the hight, and the most iltopot^arit 

"^{>ei-s taken but^of the archives. AHfaough 

kt'Hr^ soinewhat alaftile^, yet, blind to tt^ 

fat^/ I soon'tl*eated this as one of thdse 

'^itnihdless rumours whfch will dver arise in 

a'ti*te, and neat the seat of war. Whritt 

hdve accttuntl^ of ilJie Tictbi^ b^en'ptiblishetf ? 

■'Has Berlin %eeh illrtttfinated r Hiive tHc 

^ ^cannon been*' fired? And atai I to suffer idl 

"ftiis to be outweighed in my mfind by a fejfcr 

women's tears? Idle thought! I V^^'t 'to 

the theatre^ and stiw, wtth'sofneinterestilThe 

TorestbfHermanstadt wdlactdd. ^IWf^JJteK 

ferthance began at six atid was dver fey 'rfitie 

' o'clock. In the pit it Was easy to AstihgUish 

the Russian frofn the Prussian officers by 

their bushy uncombed hair, which thdy 
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every now and then endeavoured still further 
to discompose with their fingers. 

On the tenth I proc^f^ my passport for 
Dresden, rpgularly signed at all^Uie proper 
offices. No particular question was asked 
why'i was going Jhere, no alarnfi excited, 
no' distant hint given that,, as a^ £n^Iishmany 
I might be running some risk by travelling 
In t^PJt 4k^6tion. Qn the contrary , fees were 
de^^iMJk^ £^t every t^xn^ m^ I received piy 
pasj^pwfoMnith the perfect c^igd^n^ of the 
t^^i J^Pgi at Je^st sys fpee^j-jroin dan^ppr as 
jkhaj Whiob; i h^M r^ently ,tgSY«Jted, Yet 
W*s I :d«3Pfaved, Th^ gpv^ppnent. kpey p^r- 
f*qtly .^.V^l at tjp^.vj^ ^prn^nt ojf^gi^nV^g 

loe^my i«s«, that J)p©«iBa wa^ m pp»ses«^a 

% 

i^th^.§nemy; but fi^ fear of ^pp^a^illg 1^ 

.^rip^.^ mail wfti mS^v^ tP depart; '^hj^ 
wml firit mftde th^,dup§, op\y.a|teyw?^§f(:p 
Vecom^itiie viciitD of ihi^ mmf^\A^ .ip^ia^- 
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Berlin to Luckau. — itoyerswerday^Sprem'^ 
berg. — Muska. — Nieski/.'^-^Head Quar* 
ters atJVurtschen. — Reception there, and. 
departure for Gorlitz. 

LIN the evening preceding my departure I 
m^t one of my fellow-passengers from Yimta^ 
burg, to whoin I related my ioteiniiaii ti 
going to Dresden. He seemed swpriied^' 
which induced me to ask if he knew of 
any dahgeK ' We wef« aloncy and in tibe 
middle of' d ' solitary stoeet, yet he only 
shrugged trp his ahoukters^ and locioMif; 
aboiit him said, '^ People knew not what 
to 'believe/' He evaded further questions <ni 
fheHEUl]gect^ and soon quitted me. Thesame, 
•or similar answers were made to my inquir 
ries by the landlord of the inn where I 
lodged, although be knew perfectly well 
the state of afiairs. An Englishman in si*- 
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milar circumstances would have said at 
ooce, " The French are there ;** yet was this 
simple answer not to be obtained by any 
direct inquiry, and I departed with the or- 
dinary post, relying in a manner on the 
&,.h of gov«n J„r 

I found the same irregularity here in the 
hour of departure as at Hamburg. The 
tikne appointed was nine o*cIock, but we did 
not set off till after mid-day. The carriage 
was worse than that in which I had arrived, 
being a. long <^n cart perfectly uncovered^ 
and the seats merely boards slung ncross.. In 
smh machines are women . often seen travel- 
ling. It would appear, that since the days of 
Csesar very little improvement has been 
made in their form, it being hardly possible 
for the ancient Germans to have used rtider 
vehicles, than those hourly seen in the heart 
of civilized Germany. 

From the mouth of the Elbe to Berlin, a 
distance of nearly one Jiimdred and fifty 
miles, the countiy is.alniQst one continued 



pkiii^ die: fair elevations that are met with 
scarcely deserviog the name of hills.* Tim 
soil is /throughout sandy^ and at irregular, m^ 
tervals blocks of granite ^of various sizes^ fimn 
one hundred weight: to several tons; appeal 
above the surface. These are particularly 
forced upon our notice^ when we behold 
them scattered among the fields^ and aofc 
yet covert by the rising com ; or ranged 
along the sides of roads of pure tond^; or 
amongst ancient woods, which they pve* 
ceded and which they are destined to. mSM 
Tive. Doubtless the sandy soil has betiS 
formed by their decomposition^ and for their 
origin we must travel upwards until ' we 
arrive at the first great ranges of the Germail 
hills, from which they have been detached 
by ancient currents. Immediately* afbir 
leavihg Berlin on the road to Dresden, we 
ascend some small heights, from which tbeie 
is a fine view of the city in all its extent. I 
observed with some' surpriise, that akhougb 
^ soil continued sandyv the blocks of 



gcafiite frotni h^noeforth becafne mofe rare» 

and for some distance afppeared to have eeased 

altogrtheh Sixteen miles brought us to 

Mitt^walde^ a sBoall and apparently not a 

veiy floixrbhing town^ but where an old gato 

with towers^; and part of a stone wall with<f 

0Vlt ramparts, still remain to attest its ancient 

inrpbrtanoe. Not far from it is a consider* 

aftAe;.]ake^ and an extensiye flat evidently 

covered wiith water at no very distant period* 

Here^.fts^usual, we were, a long time uselessly 

iktamed^ so that soon after our departw^ 

ire ytravelkd in the dark, and djd not arrive 

at fiacuth^ a further distance qf fourteen 

nnlibs^ uiit^ t'wo in the inornilig* Thia isjthe 

first toKwn osa this road in the Se^om territory^ 

aod was, as we were told, full of ftv^siaa 

troops ; yet to my great surprise not one ap^ 

peared in the streets^ it being oow fkie mooa- 

iight,) nor were we challenged by a single 

sentinel. At the post-house we entered the 

apartment o£ General Barday de Tolly, who 

vnui^sleep, andsbodidnt>tiiave soon fouiid out 
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our mistake but for a single Aid-de-camp^ 
who was stationed near him. Strange as it 
may seem, even here the post-master would' 
not inform us that Dresden was in possemon 
of the enemy. He ventured to say, howdv^er^ 
that he beheved they had* got that part of 
the city which is on the left bank of the 
Elbe, but that the Russians held the other) 
and the centre arches of the bridge beingi^^e* 
stroyed alone prevented the French ftom 
bcMnja; driven but. We were five in compaiqr^ 
two of whom wene 8axons, inhabitant* 1 tof 
Dresden, seeking to return to their 'owif 
homes. They trusted to this intelhgenc^p 
&nd determined to proceed. • Capitain Faberj 
of the Prtissiiin artillefry, one of our com^ 
piny, was of the same opinion, and I thought 
there could be no danger in joining thrai; 
As before leaving London, I had thought: it 
pioRsible that I might cross the. route of tfaie - 
combined armies, I was provided, with a. 
letter for Lord Cathcart, and another for a 
Russian Officer of rank, whom his iriendfr 
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conceived to be with the Emperor. The 
two Saxons, anxious to proceed^ hired extra 
post-horses and quitted us. After some de- 
liberation the Prussian offieer and I resolved 
ta adopt the same plan. In trav«lHng extra 
post^ two, three, or mora horses are jhx>- 
vided, according to the number of travel}eis 
or their wilHngness to bear the expense. 
This is a far superior mode of traveUing to 
the ordinary post; and although still attended 
with a great deal of the German tardiness, 
the carriage is generally lighter and better* 
constructed, and you ar6 in some measoie 
master of your own time aM' movements. 
We set off after day-break, and soon passed 
through a wood affording several fine opob- 
ings, and abounding as we were txdd in wild 
boars and other lai*ge game. About eight, 
after passing through CMzen, we arrived at 
liuckaii, a good towii, twelve miles from 
Barutfa, pleasantly situated in the middle cf 
a fertile and ?Pirell chltivated plain, but still 
saiidy. Here we overtook <nir two Suons, 



mi w^ ugjtmitO' cQntjboe our jpurn^y U)^ 
gcAef. A bvge old church appearing fik# 
a eatfaedial^ fiH:ms.kbe most pr<Hoiiien^ 0h^ 
as we «pf roach th6 town. Here w^ {^b4 
aiU m great aWm. About three hiHlArfit 
CoBsacks^ with their p^es^ were stim^hp| 
wmiy by their herse»> but not ^n iohsj^twlt 
lifipesMned in the streets. The post^oMstw 
faeii|g abaeat^ we ecMdJid' not for $<mm tim§ 
oblt^m intelligence^ until he arrived p^ m4 
a|ptoted> aad iD&roaed us that the V.r^ltA 
wew ajready io greaiC force at ller^h^^'l 
4vitaoee of tyvelve or fourteen mile» ujpoi 
jrtie high road^from Iteipsi^. He added,, ijut 
iHteUijgQnee wft9 jobery mwieprt expected ¥ 
tfieir; beiugiin full Baarcfa lipOn Lud^auj .thilt; 
btroog p^tie^ i^ Cossack9 had been P^at e4 
to veconiiioitre^ and the^whole of the.reii^MRr 
der^ as we might, se^ were kept in reifliilMI 
far whatever might h^pea. This intell^jroeb 
as uampeeted aa it wns di^agr^able,^. jMSF 
disced an iwmi^iate efiecit \xpWi the^ i^omr 
tenMces of my cooipanioiis^ Fw myiinsp 

1 



part, I itfirtfediWel^ *nqtiil«d for the 'Cttiri&gb 
in which we" liad arrivtsd, that I tni^it at 
least t-^um so far as to p^t myself cmder Ae 
|«-otectk)n of the coluntti bf General Bnfdhtjr 

/ide T(My, b« fowfiffl that it wiw altndjr 
goiie. To 'all tny inquiries, the post^'ttmatier 
answered, that anoflier conveyance }^nm itrt 
t6 be proeurefd 'on any terms, and I aMr 
myself likely to he obliged to remma 9tt 
liuckati in a ^elte of vierjr 'gneat sMpenne^ 
W te abandon Whatever jiart: of toy ^boggfeig^ 
I could not carry ^n tny back, *hd c^pve -tiiy 

' -j^rsoilal safety to wry €m*i '*^!tions. Wliil* 
Ifrtigbing these alter ftfttives in •'thy' nmid, 
*ieither of which appeared very ligineeafUe, 
Captain Faber, the Prussian offitfer. Who ssm 
my suspeifise, addre^ed me, and tdlftme to 
be under no uncasinfess ; thfitt he wasse^kii^ 
)die head-quarters; arid that iP 'I chose 1 
"might accompany him, where I slhonld *t 
l^St be free of all danger froiti *the Preneh* 
Under the efxi#ting ^ircuttislances, I did riot 
liesitate iti closing ^ith thi* proposal- What 



78 I.UCKAU* 

I could not obtain^ he^ as an officer^ at 
length procured not only for us but fcr 
our Saxon companions^ and after a perM 
which seemed an age two light carrif^ 
were ready for our departure. W^'tfilt-pi 
in great haste^ but were stopped at the j^ttt 
by the Cossack guard, and obliged to reliim ' 
for the purpose of having otar passports ia- 
spected by the Russian Commanding Office. 
Another half hour of cruel suspen^.* At 
length we gained the open country^ quittiig 
the high road of Dresden and taking tbit 
for Calau. As we proceeded^ parties of Oth 

• 

sacks pasted us at full gallop, but with wiM 
intelligence we knew not. At length eMry 
thing became more calm.' We saw no aieie^ 
Cossacks ; we witnessed no more alarm; aid 
after travelling about fourteen miles, sA Stftt 
over the cultivated plain of L^ckau, and tS^ , 
terwards over more uneven ground <iia4I 
had passed since leaving Hamburg, we/tr- 
rived in the heat of the afternoon at Galiii. 
This little town^ situated upon a rinig: 
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ground, is distinguishable at a distance by 
its iihurch tower, which is brick below, 
stuccoed above,, and terminated by a cupola 
of green tiles. These green cupolas are npw 
finequently seen, and their sh^pe and orna- 
ments, so different irom those of the northern 
nations, denote our approach to a difl^rent 
race* In eflfect, the peasants now begin to 
speak a dialect of the Sclavonic, and which 
I afterwards found was intelligible to Rus- 
sians, in whose company I travelled, Calau 
has rather the appearance of decay, and the 
curiosity of the inhabitants, who assembled 
round our door, and their eagerness to serve 
us, showed that they were but little accus- 
tomed to the sight of strangers. They had 
as yet heard nothing of the approach of the 
French; we therefore dined in some tran- 
quillity^ and then pursued our route through 
Alt-Dobem, and Senftenberg, to Hoyers- 
wcrda, a distance of about four-and-twenty 
miles. Instead of uniform plains, we now 
.tmyelled over rising grounds diversifie4by 
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ibrests and small lakes, and affording, at io^ 
tervals, more extensive views than i had Ar 
a long. time enjoyed. After passing Sedl^ 
ienbei^y the extent and gloom of these 
woods increased ; a violent wind, whiobfetfl 
taken plaoe a few days before, had strewed 
the road with boughs, and whole trees wene 
blown down, and, with their roots torn up, 
lay stretched along with all their 'braachea. 
Whilst contemplating these frequeat ppoofi 
of the tremendous powers of the recent hur- 
ricane, the rising wind had already begun to 
sigh through the forest, and to form snoall 
waves on the lake, along which our road ky. 
The melancholy thus inspired was not un- 
mixed with pleasure, until interrupted, as we 
-cleared the wood, by a more mournful and 
heart-chilling sound. Volley after volley of 
tansketry and artillery announced a bloody 
battle, seemingly at the distance of aix ar 
eight miles. For a quarter of an hour the 
firing was incessant ; how long it had pw- 
Viotfsly lasted we knew not. At lengthy ai 
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night came on, and we approached Hoyers- 
werda, it ceased entirely, leaving on my 
mind only the melancholy impression, that 
at that moment many hundreds of my fellow 
creatures lay grovelling in the dust with re- 
cent wounds. It was nearly dark when we 
arrived at Hoyerswerda, a small town in a 
plain, with woods at no great distance, and 
now full of Russian troops and baggage. 
After two hours' delay, my companion, with 
difficulty, procured quarters for me in a room 
with himself^ and at the same time a small 
portion of bread, with some coffee. It was 
now near eleven o'clock, and he, long used 
to scenes of war, stretched himself out, and 
was soon fast asleep. For my part, wit- 
nessing the consternation of the inhabitants, 
and the incessant movement of the troops, 
I began to apprehend the danger nearer than 
it was, and even to imagine the possibility 
of a night-attack upon Hoyerswerda. The 
result of the firing which we heard three 
hours before was not yet known. Should 

G 
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the French have proved victorious, was it 
not likely that they would immediately ad- 
vance? Under these impressions, far from 
having any inclination to sleep, I employed 
myself in examining all my papers, several 
of which, after mature deliberation, I de- 
stroyed. Among these were some reflec- 
tions on the conduct of the French in Spain, 
and my letter to Lord Cathcart, neither of 
which I thought likely to be of much ser- 
vice to me, in case of being taken. 

Before break of day the street was fall 
of troops, and all the Russian baggage in 
motion. I descended for the purpose of 
finding a waggon in which I might place 
my portmanteau, intending to accompany it 
on foot ; but the last was already nearly out 
of town, and I saw no officer to whom I 
could speak. Faber, who did not share in 
my impatience, in spite of my remonstrances, 
remained wrapped up in his cloak till eight 
o'clock, when having risen he found great 
difficulty in procuring a conveyance, ^nd 
1 
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then indeed began to blame his own tardi- 
ness. At length, about ten, we set off in a 
common waggon or cart of the country^ >vith 
wisps of straw for seats, and four compa- 
nions who left us hardly room to place our- 
selves. Two of these were young men of 
good families, who had fought as volunteers 
in the battle near Leipsic^ where one of 
them had been wounded. A musket ball 
had grazed his chip, and the wound was al- 
ready healed ; yet he had been taken up for 
dead by his companions, and still continued 
subject to frequent giddiness, consequences 
wiiich appeared to me unapcountable from so 
slight a wound in such a part. We took the 
road to Bautzen, where the Prussian head- 
quarters were said to be ; but after proceed- 
ing a few miles were met in the middle of a 
woo4 by a party of Cossacks, coming along 
full speed. They surrounded us, and enter- 
ing into conversation with one of our party 
; who was a Russian courier, they advised us to 
miake haste^, as the French might goon be on 
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that road. On receiving this intelligence, 
which however was wholly without foun- 
dation, it was agreed to change our route, 
which we accordingly did, taking the road 
for Spremberg, where we arrived about one 
o'clock. This little town is situated on the 
Spree, at the foot of a ridge, which makes 
behind it a semicircular sweep, and offers a 
fine military }X)sition. The greater part of the 
town is on the right of the river, over which 
is a bridge terminated by an old gateway. 
The great square, many of the streets, and 
the little meadows on the right bank of the 
Spree, were filled with Russian baggage, we 
being now in the rear of the grand army. 
Owing to the state of adairs, we with diffi- 
culty procured a slight dinner, and quitted the 
place at three o'clock, in the same waggon, for 
Muskau. From the heights behind Sprem- 
berg, we have a view of the country up to- 
wards the sources of the Spree, thickly studded 
with woods. Our route was mostly over 
open plains, but still ever sandy ; and being 
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no longer interested by the gloom of forests, 
I entered into conversation with my compa- 
nions; two of whom spoke French with 
fluency. One of them, the young volunteer 
who had been in the battle of Lutzen^ feel- 
ing sensibly the loss of some of his dearest 
friends whom he had seen perish there^ and 
disgusted with fatigues to which be appa- 
rently had been but little accustomed^ ex- 
pressed to his companion his being wea- 
ried with life, and his wish to fall in the 
first battle in the cause of his country — na- 
tural sentiments in a young and ardent 
mind, to which death for a moment appears 
preferable to privations and fatigue ! Touch- 
ed with his feelings, I could not help ex- 
claiming, '^ Would to heaven that Lord Wel- 
lington were here with forty thousand En- 
glishmen!" How was I delighted to hear 
the reply of Faber, an officer who ; had been 
upwards of thirty years in the service, and 
had taken part in inany of the great battles 
fought of late years on the Continent : " Even 
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without your troops/' said he, ^^ had we but 
some of your generals-— had we but Liord 
Wellington alone. What has he not ef- 
fected with such little means ! I look upon 
him as by far the first general of the age." 
My heart burned within me at hearing for 
the first time in my life the military cou- 
rage and talents of England allowed by a 
very competent judge their full share of merit, 
to which they have fought their way through 
all the studied calumnies of our enemies. I 
had witnessed eight years before the strange 
contempt expressed of English troops by 
Spaniards, grossly ignorant as they then 
were of their own duties, and was therefore 
never afterwards so much surprised at hear- 
ing nations who had real pretensions to mi- 
litary skill and bravery expressing the same 
sentiments. On the contrary, I turned my 
mind to seek the origin of opinions so pre* 
valent, yet so miserably unjust, foreign 
however to the present narrative. At length 
the military reputation of Great Britain is| 
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Rxed on a basis too firm to be shaken^ and 
of which the consequences to Europe are still 
incalculable. 

After a ride of twelve or fourteen miles 
we arrived in the evening at Muskau, a neat 
little town on the Neisse, still more than 
Spremberg in rear of the grand army, and 
filled likewise with baggage and troops of the 
reserve. An old baronial castle now forms 
a pleasant residence, surrounded by a moat, 
with two towers, adorned like many of the 
churches in this country with green cupolas. 
The peasants throughout this day's journey 
continueii to speak, besides the German, a 
dialect pretty generally understood by the 
Russian courier who was in our company. 
Nothing however struck me with so much 
surprise as th^ uncertainty which seemed 
every where to prevail, as to the exact situa- 
tion of the head-quarters. The officers in 
company made constant inquiries, without 
obtaining any information which could be 
trusted. It seemed pretty generally allowed 
that General Blucher was at or near Bautzen, 
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but where were the great head-quarters 
no one knew# At Muskau^ Faber procured 
me officer's quarters in a respectable family^ 
with whom we supped. A good bed was 
made for me on the floor, the children of the 
family slept the sleep of innocence around, 
and I was preparing to take some rest after 
so much anxiety and fatigue, when the Rus- 
sian courier who had accompanied us from 
Hoyerswerda came to inform me that he 
had procured a carriage for next morning. 
As he was to set off at break of day I took 
leave of Faber, who had already informed me 
tliat he would remain two days at Muskau, 
and advised me to embrace the present op- 
portunity. We parted like men who had 
been long acquainted. Farewell, my friend ! 
we shall perliaps never meet again ; but I re^ 
tain a grateful sense of thy services, and re- 
joice to have found in thee those feelings to-" 
wards England and Englishmen that ought 
to animate every German bosom, and which 
I think vvc have well deserved ! 

Instead ofslceping, as I had expected, amidst 
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a fine family of children, a scene of peace, 
whilst all around announced the preparationft 
for a tremendous battle, I accompanied my 
new friend to the post-rhouse, where, stretched 
out upon some chairs and striving in vain 
to sleep, I waited the dawn of day. It was 
now the morning of the fourteenth. About 
three o'clock we set off. In the outskirts of 
Muskau the atmosphere glowed with the 
ruddy flames of the bivouac fires, before 
which the Russian soldiers lay stretched; 
the moon still shone with a pale lustre, and 
morning was advancing in the east. These 
tliree distinct lights, the two former of which 
were every moment becoming fainter, would 
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have formed a fine study for a painter. Soon 
after leaving Muskau, the road again leads 
through woods of pine, and is formed of 
trunks of trees laid close together across. 
As the earth with which these trees are at 
first slightly covered soon becomes washed 
off by heavy rains, or the trunks themselves 
decay, nothing can be conceived worse than 
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such roads, unless kept ia constant repair; 
although surrounded by thick woods I no- 
ticed that the inequalities of the ground in- 
creased in proportion as we quitted Mus- 
kau, but the ridges were still ridges of sand. 
We did not reach Niesky, distant from 
Muskau about fourteen miles, until seven 
o'clock. This handsome village is an esta- 
blishment of the Hernhuters, formed se- 
venty years ago, and agreeably situated on 
elevated ground, amidst a woody country. 
The streets are wide, the houses neat and 
clean, and a square planted with trees gives 
to the whole an air of elegance ; the more 
striking after having travelled throu^ 
gloomy wood^ of pine. Here I was ac- 
costed as a countryman, by a tall figure who 
declared himself to have been born near 
Leeds, but whose accent more nearly re- 
sembled that of a native of the banks of the 
LifFy or the Shannon. Although for se- 
venteen years a resident upon the Continent, 
and married to a French woman, he still 
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enquired after the domestic news of En-- 
gliuid^ with an eagerness which marked the 
power of the early ties of country, and with 
what difficulty they^are eradicated from the 
human heart. Here is a kind of college or 
school, in which he was a professor, and 
fceveral of his scholars surrounded me^ and 
addressed me in a language the fruit of his 
instructions, which I endeavoured to under- 
stand as English. The good man was so 
delighted with the opportunity of speaking 
his native language, although imperfectly, 
afte^ so long an interval, that he never quit-r 
ted my side a moment during my stay at 
Niesky* Meantime my Russian companion 
had incautiously permitted our carriage to 
return, and another was not here to be ob- 
taincx). In this dilemma, a young Russian 
officer of the Guards, also seeking the head- 
quarters, arrived, who, hearing my report, 
detained his waggon and readily acceded to 
my proposal of accompanying him. 



9y, HOCHKIRCH. 

Having rested the horses, we were preparing 
to set off for Gorlitz, where we were told the 
head-quarters were ; when a Cossack arrived^ 
from whom we learned that they were cerf . 
tainly fixed at Wurtschen. This was the 
first real information on so important a 
point, that I had heard given. We set oflF 
about eleven o'clock, having a peasant for 
our guide, and proceeded in a gradual de- 
scent along a broad and excellent road bor- 
dered with trees, which thus continued for 
several miles. Having descended from the 
heights of Niesky, and passed through a 
small wood, wc arrived at an open country 
shortly to become the theatre of a great bat- 
tle. Upon the heights on our lef* was the 
village of Hochkirch, rendered celebrated 
by the defeat of the King of Prussia on the 
1 4th October, 1758. There fell Marshal Keith, 
one of the best of his generals, and whose 
statue I have already mentioned as oman^ent* 
ing one of the squares of Berlin. 
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Owing to the fatigued state of our horses, 
we did not arrive at Wurtschen until two 
o'clock. In this village most of the houses 
were deserted by the inhabitants, not a woman 
or child was to be seen ; the doors were all 
open, and many of the windows broken or 
the sashes removed. The Emperor's head- 
quarters were in a large house, on the side 
of which facing Hochkirdi, are still the 
marks made by cannon-balls, fired in that 
battle more than fifty years ago. They have 
been carefully preserved, and a Latin in- 
scription records and deplores the cause : 
" Eheu ! Signa prcelii Hochkirchiensis.'^ In 
the large court-yard, filled with horses and 
> Cossacks, I found a bundle of straw, where 
I gladly threw myself down whilst my com- 
panion went to deliver his dispatches. 
Scarcely had I done so^ when the guard 
iflew to arms ; every body stood up, and the 
Emperor passed to enter the house. I be- 
held a man tall, lusty, well made, although 
somewhat round-shouldered, and of a coun- 
S 
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tcnancc rather soft and mild than penetrat- 
ing or imposing. Yet his troops look towards 
him as a superior being, or at least believe 
him to bc^ as perhaps in some respects he ' 
is, the greatest of monarchs. At a subse- 
quent period I beheld his lame and wounded 
soldiers, in their quarrels with the inhabi- 
tants, threatening them with the wnaith of 
the Great Alexander, a name which they 
seemed to think every European was bound 
to respect. After I had remained about twb' 
hours among the Cossacks, the officer re- 
turned, and having directed hii servant to 
show mc the English quarters, we bade eadi ' 
other adieu. Having experienced so much 
kindness from Germans and Russians, I anti- 
cipated at least an equal share from Englisfir 
men. Behold me at length arrived at the 
point to which, since leaving Luckau, I had 
1been pressing with so much anxiety. Here at 
Jast I am sure of an asylum for a short tinie^ 
and at all events will be enabled to sleep qbub 
night in peace, and prepare for fresh fa- 
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tigues. Here I shall learn the truth, and 
no longer be reduced to wander in uncer- 
tainty, as to the real position of the enemy. 
Full of these ideas I reached a miserable 
house, such as the village afforded, the head- 
quarters of Lord Cathcart. He was absent 
with the Emperor viewing the lines of re- 
doubts, but his household received me with 
kmdness and attention. They set before me 
bread, coffee, and the little luxury of milk, 
so difficult to be procured in the midst of a 
large army. They told me, that there was no- 
thing but a little straw on which I could 
sleep ; but this was more than was enjoyed 
by a hundred thousand brave men round 
me, and I had already in my mind cheer- 
fully marked out the corner where I would 
lie. A great battle was expected to be 
fought next day. Refreshed by sleep I shall 
see, perhaps I shall share in that battle* 
With these thoughts I saw Lord Cathcart 
arrive ; I presented my passports, I related my 
case, and mentioned that under the dread of 
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falling into the hands of the French I had 
destroyed a letter which I had for his Lord- 
ship^ but that I had still one for the Rus- 
sian Admiral Greig, whom I understood to 
be with the Emperor. Having examined 
my passports he informed mc that they con- 
tained no proof of my being a British sub- 
ject, that I was avowedly bom in America, 
and asked if I had no farther documents. 
I replied that my American birth was owing 
to my father and mother being made pri- 
soners in the American war, and carried into 
Boston, and that as I had travelled with these 
passports through Prussia, I could haveviio 
suspicion of their being inaccurate, nor wu 
I provided with any other. His Lordship 
left me, and after some time sent for me 
again. " It will be proper," said he *^ that 
you go to Gorlitz, which is a large towDj 
where you will easily procure horses and . 
every accommodation for pursuing your jour- 1 
ney to Colberg, the nearest «ea-port now 
left open to an Englishman. There will be 



an Opportunity this evenings and this gently 
man/^ pointing tp a young Russian offic«r> 
** wiU conduct you*** Fain would I have ex- 
prasaed my wish to remain at Wurtschenif 
but under the eiusting circum^t^ic^s I felt 
that it was not fqr me to oppose so dir^t an 
intimation. An hour afterwards I again jfaw 
his Lordship Qn horseback^ who asked with 
^mudi apparent politeness^ ^^ if there ws|S 
aay thing else he could do for ^waeT I an- 
swered that there was not, when he touched 
-his bat |to-nae and rode oiF. Soon afterwards 
tbe Russian officer made his appejEirancej 
^irkh a common travelling waggon, in which 
was .some staraw instead of seats v Wf port- 
manteau was placed in it, md we set oji^ His 
' Majetsty the King pf Prusisia, one of hia 
Sons^ and two or three of his officers, had . 
placed themselves by the side (^ the roac}^ 
and surveyed me attentive!^ a^ we passed. 
JNot being aware .of their rank, nor as yet of 
my own situation, I regarded their steadfast 
looks as sihgulnrly ill-bred, iintil my cpmi 

H 
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panion informed me who they where* We 
passed' along the rear of the army to Weis- 
senbcrg, a small place situated ti|M>ii a 
' height, where wc arrived after dark. Here we 
halted upwards of an hour, my companion 
ordering quarters to be provided for the Rus- 
sian Emperor for the next momingJ. I 
could not help observing at the same tinie, 
that he appeared exceedingly anxioas about 
all my movements, and followed me wher- 
ever I went. 

Alx>ut ten o'clock we quitted Weissen- 
berg in the waggon as. before^ takicig the 
road to Gorlitz. Although^ the moon 'w» 
obscured by clouds^ there was still light suf- 
ficient to observe lai^ bodies of troops 
moving about, and wc passed upon ihe 
road long trains of waggons and 2Lrti\Uaf. 
Among the groupes on bivouac, I obserMd 
many who had stripped themselves entirely 
naked, and were rubbing and stretching tbtfir 
bodies before the fires, with a kind of savi^ 
delight. We went through ReichenbachV 
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Jk small tovm on the two sides and at tjbe 
bottom of a steep hollow, destined to be ren- 
dered memorable a few days afterwfu^ by 
the des^th of the French General Duroc^ who 
.was. here killed by a cannon-baU, close to 
his master. Towards midnight my,' compa- 
nion fell asleep, and I, tired of skting so 
long, got out and walked by the side of the 
waggon. In about an hour he awoke, and 
seemed at first much alarmed at not finding 
me near him. When he discovered me, 
he requested me to seat myself again, to 
which I answered that I was quite wea- 
4'ied of the confinement. He then repeated 
his request in so different a tone, that I at 
once and for the first time discovered the na- 
ture of my situation. Rather smiling at the 
idea of my being arrested at the instigation 
of an English nobleman, than feeling in-^ 
clined to consider it in a serious lights I im- 
mediately joined the officer, to whom how- 
ever I spoke no more during the remainder 
of our joufney. Travelling in silence^ and 
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having been many hours without reftf^ I 
stretched myself out upon the straw^ and^ not- 
withstanding the day was beginning to Wenk^ 
gradually fell asleep. When I awoke it wak 
quite lights and I found myself alone in Ifae 
carriage^ which was standing still in tbt 
market«place of (jorlitz. 
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CHAP. VI. 

- * 

Qgrtitz^'-^Ea^amination there.^^Lauban.'^ 
Zotvenierg. — Goldberg. — Liegnitz. — 
Breslau^-^Silb^rberg. 

X HE singing of a great aumber of birds, 
as in a grove^ first struck my ear^ and I lis- 
tened for some Qioments without thinking 
how I came there. Looking rounds I gra«> 
dually became sensible that I was in a con- 
siderable city, the houses being lofty and 
mostly built of stone, whilst a number c^ 
cages, hung out of the upper windows, ex* 
plained from whence the sounds arc^e^ which 
had first awakened me, I saw no person as 
yet moving in the streets ; but when by a na- 
tural inclination I attempted to get out of the 
waggon, a Cossack, atten^bs^ close to ii and 
whom I had not observed, foitfy took hold 
of my arm and spoke a few words in a threat- 
lining tone. Irritated at this insult^ I turned 
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rounds and then discovered that my arms 
had been removed^ and awoke at once to 
the remembrance of my situation. After 
some time the Russian officer returned, and 
we drove to the house of the principal officer 
of police, where I was carried to an upper 
room, together with my baggage. In a few 
minutes, two men with drawn swotds cn^^ 
tered tiie room, and posted themselves at 
the door. I now found myself a prisoner in 
due form, and began to speculate upon the 
probable isj^ue of so extraordinary ah arrest. 
It was twelve o*clock, however, before the chief 
of the {)oIice arrived, and nearly about the same 
time, to my great joy, an Englishman, whom 
I afterwards understood to be Mr. Geoi^ 
Jackson » presented himself. To him*! ex- 
plained my case, and requested his assist* 
unce. 

I lo asikcd me a variety of questions, and^ 
among others, particularly wished to know 
if I remembei-cil having had a passport 
signed by the British Ministi^r four y^rs 
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before in Seville. This event, momentous 
as it may appear^ I could by no means call 
to my recollection, vf^hich I endeavoured to 
account for on the ground of my having 
been for three days and nights in constant 
anxiety, and almost wholly without sleep* 
In fact, after a night's rest, I recalled the 
whole circumstance,, and stated it in the first 
letter which I was subsequently allowed to 
write, but without effect. This account was. 
not accepted, and I was told that I could 
not possibly be the person that I represented 
myself to be. It was then hinted to me as 
a last resource, that the letter to Admiral 
Greig might contain something in my justi- 
fication, if I chose to open it. I answered, 
that it being intrusted to my care I could 
not but regard it as sacred, and should do 
so with great reluctance, and only in the last 
extremity. To this, however, I was at length 
induced, and then found tliat what I haid 
Gonc^ed to be delicacy towards me, in per** 
mitting me to open the letter tSff^lU wag 
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merdy the momentary show of iL It wa* 
taken from me before I had perased a singfe 
line^ nor had I afterwards the smallest reasoa 
to believe that it had been fgnrarded to ita 
destination^, or the least trouble, taken im 
clear up my character^ by ^ reference so jeasy 
fmd so indisputable. i . 

Where such a document was disn^^arded^ 
]t was not to be expected that any att^ntioQ^ 
should be paid to moral proofs* In vain I 
gave a plain, and simple, and uninterropted 
narrative, since the day of my leaving 
Xx>ndon ; and stated, with the freedoni of an 
Englishman, my idea of the ipiserable policy 
whicli had deceived me at Berlin, and what 
appeared to me the still viler conduct whiob 
had caused my present situation. In va)li I n^ 
presented the monstrous absurdity of sapy 
ix>sing, that a man conscious to himself id 
being an American, and having only Amem 
i»n papers, should, through so many diffit 
culties, come and thrust himself into tha 
h^nd^ of J^ord Cathcart. . It wonid appear 
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Aat I had been previously condemned ; ibr 
ailthougb not the smallest proof could be ob* 
tained against ine^ I was removed to the 
prison of police^ and placed in a lai^ room 
^t the top of the buildings overlodbing % 
little hack court, filled with Cos8ack9 and 
their horses« In the evening I procured 
something to eat^ and my guard was 
changed, ^ Prussian and a Cossack being 
placed in my ix>om, the one to secure the in^ 
terests, or represent the person, of his Ma- 
jesty the King of Prussia, and the other of 
his Monarch, the Emjieror of all the Russias* 
flm idea of having armed men in lAy bed- 
room, for the first time, was to me highly 
impleasaiit. At length, however, I stretched 
myself upon a ragged couch vrbich was 
provided for me, and endeavoured to faU 
Ittleiep; when, towards midnight, the Coa^ 
sack, who sat drinking by a table, drew his 
sabre, and begim to sharpen it on a stone 
which he took from his pocket. On behold- 
ing dais Ifarougfa my hdf'^osed eyes, all de- 
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sife of sleep instantly left me. I concluded^ 
tfaat this scmi*barbarian had orders to kill 
me, wtiich he only waited for my being 
asleep to execute. My heart began to 
throb at the near prospect of so> miserable a 
death, when I f(H*tuiiately observed my. 
pistols and sword in the corner near joae^ 
and \Niiich it would have been easy 'for me 
to seize in aiir instant. This tranquillised^ 
my mind, and I lay all ready to.. make a 
spring towards thcm^ should it be nacessary, 
idicn the Cossack^ sliding his finger along 
the edge of his sabre^ looked towards me^ 
and then at his Prussian companion^ and^ 
l&ughing, shook his head, and sheathed tba 
nt^pon. At Icngtli he fell asleep, and If 
who Iiad not rested for thre<^ nights, in spita 
of anxious thoughts, followed his example. 
When I awoke, I beheld with pleasure that 
it was broad day, and that my Cossack was 
•goae, two of the burgher guard of . Grorlitz 
being seated near me. 

I was pleased at being guarded by citi- 
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zetis^ which I was inclined to consider ass 
good omen; At all events, I expected to bd 

^ treated with more civility by them than hy 
commoa soldiers, in which I was not deceived ^ 
They provided for me whatever I wanted^ 
and their wives and daughters coming to see 
thetn I enjoyed something like society. In 
the afternoon a Frenchman was brought in^ 
and appointed my fellow-prisoner. He 
seemed about thirty years of age, and had 
the appearance of a gentleman, although 
covered with dust, and apparently very 

' much fatigued. He informed me, that his 
name was Lefebre, and that he had been 
three years established in Germany, princi- 
pally at Dresden, where he had been arrested 
by the Prussians sfhd Russians, without any 
crime being alleged against him, except that 

' of being a Frenchman. In endeavouring to 
make his escape, he had been re-taken by 
the peasants, when he had almost reached 
the Elbe, over which he was prepared to 
^wim ; and had subsequently been treated 
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witii great harshness^ and oompelled to make 
long marches on foot. I was, at firsts lif 
no means delighted with this addition ta nqr 
lociety, which seemed to indicate a weUitA 
determination to class me at once tmoog 
the enemies of Prussia. It was, hoauevK^ 
a consolation^ that my companion ap p cMPed 
to be a man of respectability^ sinee had it 
been otherwise I should not the 1^ inm 
been obliged to associate with him. Like a 
true Frenchman^ he soon found Ipnifliif 
perfectly at home ; made love to the wives if 
our guards^ who did not seem exceedingly 
to relish this proof of his politeness ; wad 
declared that the Russians were nothing hH 
barbaresj and the Prussians all Mf«f^ 
(laving settled this busiiiess so mu<3] to ^ 
satisfaction^ he placed his wearied feet ooia 
chair^ and^ taking one of our fair Sajcons by 
the hand, began to chaunt a French lore ditty 
with as much ease as if he had been silttiDg 
in his own house. 
The next day, b^ing the 17th, just when 



were sitting do\m to a scanty mwl, thfe 
liead officer of the police suddenly entered 
Ihe apartment, and told us t6 prepare f<^ 
h^itag rcitiovied. Alarmed at this^ I tobk 
tii^ oj^rtlinity of ag^in repreientiii^g tft 
him the cruelty of my arrest^ and begged^ 
if n^ i>ther means of justification wet« $iA 
Ibwe^ that I nftight at least be pertnitted Hi 
write to England, to procure from thence iim 
prods of my innocence. With much diffio 
eulty this wtis^ granted ; and I employed the 
^ort tini^ that was left to me in writing 
two letteil fbr England, which I addr^liedl 
W^M caik of Sir Charles Stewart, out 
Ministi^r at me Court of ^rusi^a, to whom I 
atsd $tS3t«$d 1^ case. For a long tin» | •»(» 
jibaiil^ tgtior»t whether these letters tef 
tteen f<M^f6rded,\hout wbidi indeed I co«iUl 
Hiot Ib4 ^ery sangliine ; and the idea, tiia* 
igy situkti^ wad unknown, was one of tlMT 
^iieHest fedihgs in my subsequent confinef 

tnent* 

About Arec o'clock, we set off in ai opttt 
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-waggon, under the care of two young. offi- 
cers, to wjiom we were charged to pay strict 
4>bedience, and guarded by two soMierg* 
:|n the present state of afl&irs, our appear- 
gpce excited here no curiosity, and we passed 
^ men bound on some military commiBmn* 
Our open carriage allowed us a full view of 
the; country thi^ugh which we pasae^ mad 
vhikt on the road we might easily sippoM 
ourselves travelling for pleasure. One of <Ae 
officers informed me, that he was ordaeod 
to . cojiduct us to BreslaUj^ and I beg^ to 
bope, that I should either be allowed to.lft- 
miain in that city., until they thought pn^ 
to liberate me, or that I might, perhaps, k 
conducted immediately from thence to Crf- 
bei^* Under these impressions, I madeflBf 
observations with a mind almost pevfecftl^iit 
ease, and endeavoured to forget that i watt 
prisoner. We traversed Gorlitz, andjpissed 
the Neisse, a small but pleasant and npA 
stream, on the left bank of which it is atn* 
ated. Having ascended thq opposite faeiglit% 



.'* lodced back, and behfcW a considerabla 

:tawtiy witk six/or eight steeples and towers, 

ideiK)tingiipQpulatkM3Lgneat^if,Uian I hady<^t 

been led to iiaagiaei and which indeed,* US 

ilwds told, amounted to twelve tbc^aaiid. 

-people. Not far from it a lull rising; hrm 

(sliarp poi^t, and having a tower, iioar .^le 

•juminit, attracted my attention. I was ht- 

-fiirmed,^ that the ground in that directiQn 

1 was tlie exact form ^f the spot near Jeni^ie 

lem, where Christ had suffered; and that 

.many travellers, who had visited the Holy 

yLandy bad Borne witness. to the resemblannc. 

^-€hie of them, a native of this country, in 

fordcr to complete what Nature had so 

happily begun, had in 1481 constructed =m 

\ehape1, also the exfct model of that ov(cr 

'the Holy Sepulchre. Here, pilgrimages hid 

ibeesi made, and miracles performed. In 

^confirmation of the truth of this, the yonng 

fofficer showed me a small silver coin, marked 

twilh unknown, or with Hebrew charactert, 

Jsrhich'he bad purchased at this chapel, add 
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^IwsyB carried about with him. It vms ttt^ 
imitation of the money which the chkf 
priests had given to Judas as the .piiee.of 
blood. For thirty such pieces of siivgr was 
the Saviour of die World betrayed I So 
great was the friendship already existiiig hf- 
tween this young man and me, thatfb^a 
trifling sum I might have purchaised ifairad- 
mirable medal ; but I was unwilling tR ife- 
prive him of it^ and contented myself with 
admiring and returning it. 

The country through which we traveUod 
was mostly open, although fine" woods nrfr 
and then intervened, and the soil strtbcrill- 

w 

tained a large mixture of sand. At a diatantt 
on the right, a range of the mountains d 
Bohemia bounded the xnew, having ntim 
Btill visible in the hollows towards ilthdr 
summits. Near the road I noticed affndi 
and woman yoked to a harrow, whidi . iimf 
dragged along with great difficulty. Wllea 
I commiserated them, they informed tns, 
thfit all the draught cattle on their fium tatd 

4 
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4ieen put ui DcquisitioQ £)r the armies ; and 
they were obliged either to labour thus 
j^eoiselves, or ruft the riak of losing all the 
seed which they had committed to the 
ground.; To w^ ,|he spectacle had in k 
jsomething d^rading to human nature. Alter 
aiding about sixteen miles, we arrived jto- 
wai*<ds dai:k M JLaulnian^ a neat Iktle towji^ of 
three or four steeples, and about six thou- 
sand inhabitants, situated upon the Queis^, a 
«mall »treaixi in a bottom \v:bich here se- 
>p9rates Lusace and Silesia. We were xytiar- 
:tered in the house of a baker^ irho iras 
4iiderpd.to tmeat.ujs .wejl^ and the two burghers 
,fvho mtm s* to g1t)«M us stopd rospoetfuUy 
on th^ ontsidejQf the .door, ^vtm ttus was 
a relief, scvcely aoiy thing haying i>itfierto 
. been mpije irkspj©^ to me, th w ib^ constant 
-si^t.and pompan^y ^f armed mi8» af^intfjd 
to watoh m^ lik^ aicrimmith The hime9t 
baker set b^ve w t^ good supper, waited on 
«s Jhimself, aud throughout ;aU his conver- 
.fiiilQU never felled ito .^ii frr>peiw», , whidh 
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he asserted to be the universal wish of the 

country. 

About nine the next morning we left Lau- 
ban, guarded as before, and soon crossed the 
Queiss, which, although here a small stream, 
is rapid and deep in proportion to its breadth. 
In a short time we were in Silesia, and be^ 
to ascend the heights which overlook Lauban. 
Here I soon noticed a perceptible diffeieoce 
in the soil, which now contained a laiger 
proportion of loam and argillaceous earth; 
and this morning, to my great delight, I saw 
a field of black mould at a distance. The 
country appeared every where uneven^ w]|li 
gentle swellii^s, tolerably well cultivate^ 
and intermixed with woods, extending to 
the foot of the mountains on our right. At 
different intervals along the sides of the road, 
were sacred pictures upon columns, sur- 
rounded with three or four trees, generally 
the former number. These pictures repie* 
sented either the Virgin, or Christ upon the 
Cross, but were generally in bad repair j nor 
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did I notice that any of our party took off their 
hats, as would certainly have been done in 
Spain among an equal number of Catholics. 
All the 'waggons which we saw this morn- 
ing had their sides formed of wicker-work 
instead of boards, being thus rendered lighter 
for travelling among the hills. After a ride 
of sixteen or eighteen miles, we arrived at 
Lowenberg on the Bober, about two o'clock. 
'Thi« town, of three or four steeples, is ge- 
nerally well built of stone, and the houses 
are lofty, especially in the great square, 
where we were stationed. Here, and ^t 
^^bauban, many of the lower windows are 
-"^grated as in Spain; but the climate, and 
the -manners and dress of the inhabitants, 
do not allow the illusion to go any further. 
Here are large manufactories of linen cloth 
of all kinds ; and the whole town, notwith- 
- standing the war, had an appearance of 
cleanliness and prosperity. The town is 
overlooked by steep heights, which 
to me to form' a fine military position ; 

I 2 
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I coDOkforted myaelf with the tliougfat^ that 
should the Allies be drivea from Bautzen 
they would here again be able to keep the 
eaemy in eheck. We remained at Lowen- 
bei^ until the next morning. .Judgii^ from 
>our treatrnqnt at Lauban^ we had e&qpeoted 
to be quartered during our route in fpdvsta 
houses^ instead of which^ we weee here 
placed at an inn, and obliged to pay our 
own expenses. Lauban was the kurt imm 
in an enemy's, or at least a neutral country, 
aiid was therefore made to contribute to our 
^laintenance ; but now we were in Pru8$i•^ 
and the system was changed. Such wcie 
the petty calculations on which we were con- 
duQted^. and of which we had afterwards^ 
more :examples. 

On the 19th we Mt JiOwenberg. A 
number of persons were assembled |it tlie 
4oar. of the inn, but I had as yet no 8U8fii-> 
Cion^ that we were deemed of sufficient im-- 
I^HTtance to attract a crowd; espedi^Uy at>. 
iiai this ii^stance, th^ c^red us no insult 
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at our d^rture. This, hoWev^Vy wa« a Wild 
of prelude to what we were doomed after- 
wards to experience* We travelled over a 
pleasant country, (fiversifi^,. afid bow be*- 
ginning to present abrupt conical height^i 
covered with wood, except where bare rocks 
broke through* After some time we passed 
through a considerable wood, no Jonger coni- 
posed of melancholy pities alone, but mixe<J 
with young oaks, ash, and birch* trees, and 
different kinds of firs, of a charming green. 
As we approached Goldberg, a striking itia5s 
of stone appears on the right of the read, 
towards which it presents a solid wall, and 
farther on=, schistic rocks boutid it closely 
on the left. Goldberg stands upon a height, 
distant about sixteen mifes^ from Lowers 
berg, and its principal steeple is visible at 
five or six miles distance, as we approach. 
Before entering the town we cross the Kettz^ 
bach, a stream which at some distance be* 
low Liegnitz falls into the Oder, and aseends 
•a hill, on which stands an hydraulie ma- 
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chine for supplying the inhabitants with 
water. This^ although still a manufacturing 
town^ had not the appearance of neatness* 
and prosperity^ which I had witnessed at 
Gorlitz, Lauban, and Lowenberg. Many 
of the houses seemed but half inhabited^ 
the old church neglected, and the public 
square small, and surrounded by buildings 
of only moderate height. We were placed, 
as before, at an inn at our own expend, 
having two guards in our room ; and when 
we rose from dinner, we beheld a consider- 
able crowd assembled before the door. Nq 
sooner did I show myself at the window> 
than a kind of murmur arose, which sujfli- 
ciently indicated that it was a wish to see the 
prisoners which had caused so many persons 
to collect together. I smiled at the idea of 
being thus gazed at ; but my companion, 
wiser or more experienced, cautiously ab* 

stained from approaching the window, or 

* 

gratifying the gentle inhabitants of Goldbes^ 
with ^ sight of him until it became neces« 
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saiy. About three o'clock^ our waggon drew 
up^ and the tumult increased. On quitting 
the house, we fou^d ourselves at once in an 
angry crowd, each contending with the other 
to get near and load us with reproaches. 
Fortunately they were contented with that 
until we had mounted, and our carriage 
began to move, when some of them sjnt at 
us, and others began to pick up stones. This 
last was by no means a flattering symptom, 
and I fully expected a hail-storm ; but 
whether owing to our guard, or whatever 
cause, they suffered us to depart without 
that farther testimony of their good-will. 
Such was our departure from Gcddberg. We 
had escaped unhurt, but it awakened some* 
what painful reflections for the future, as it 
was evident, that in such a disposition of 
the people we might not always come off 
so welL For my part, my sensations were 
of a mixed and painful nature. I could 
scarcely blame the fiselings of which 1 might 
become the victim ; and reflecting on all the 
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evUs brought by Frenchmen upon Germanj^, 
I saw snflicient grounds for the public rage, 
whilst I bitterly lamented, that eir<^am«tan- 
CC8 did not allow me to explain how un- 
worthy I was to be the object of it. In 
shorty I had the feelings c^ a man, wfao^ in 
disguise^ should bo unwittingly iil-treated by 
liis friei>ds; or of Acteon, about to be torn 
to pieces by his own favourites. 

No sooner were w^e clear of the town, 
than we became again simple unknown tw- 
velfers as before. We passed over an 6te- 
vated, but perfectly open country, in a good 
state of cultivation. The whole of thi« d^ 
the road« wore exceltent,. and eqoul to 
those of England. After traveHing sev^R 
or eight miles, we saw before u« at about 
the same distiance the spires of £iiegnitz^ 
whither we were bound, and where we afer- 
rived long before sun-set. This i^ ft con- 
siderable town, of about five thousaind 
people, Kke Goldbergs sitoated on ihe Ksrtz- 
bach neai* its junction wit*r th<^ Scbwarz- 
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i^asser ; but net, like it, npon an emihenoe^ 
the country being open all round. Here b 
dr college, formerly belonging to the Jesuits^ 
and one of the mo^ magnificent structures of 
the kind in Germany. The manufactories 
of cloth are considerable, and in the n^gh* 
bourhood large quantities of madder are 
cultivated. I noticed in Liegnitz, as at 
Goldberg, a great number of women affected 
mth swelhngs in the glands of the throat, 
which here at least is not owing to the 
mountainous situation, nor did I observe a 
single man who had the same complaint. 

To oar great joy^ we remained all night 
at Liegnitiy and departed from it the next 
momingi v$iikont exciting any commotion^ 
We travetted as on the preceding day, over 
an open and cifHivated country, wi& &Sf 
cellent roads. At a distance on the right 
the grbiind began to rise into biQs, at the 
foot of which ap|}eared' a large building like 
a convent, as indeed I was informed it had 
been, belonging to a iSoeiety of Monks> sup^ 
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pressed only a year or two before. Tliis, at 
leasts is a symptom of improvement^ as in 
the present state of society these lazy com- 
munities can be productive only of unmixed 
evil. A ride of eighteen miles brought us 
to Neumark^ a very small town^ where we 
dined and departed without notice. From 
thence to Breslau^ a distance of more than 
twenty miles, the road is over immense, 
plains^ admirably adapted for the most correct ' 
movements of large armies, and where ca* 
valry might act with peculiar efiect. We 
passed through the long open village of 
Leutben, celebrated for the bloody battle 
fought here between the ~ Prussians and* 
Austrians, on the 5th of December, 1757, 
when the former were victorious. Yet 
Prussia now exists only by the forbearance 
of Austria, whose hostilities against^ her 
would be fatal to her and to Europe. Such is 
the instability of human affairs, and sudbi 
the uncertainty of politics, as yet so imper* 
fectly reduced to a science. 
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TTie peasants in all this part of the countiy 
speak a dialect of the Sclavonic, and are, 
i^ithout much difficulty, understood by the 
Russian soldiery. Their caps, their long 
coats, and their language, mark ali-eady the 
approach to the frontiers of Poland. If the 
country to the eastward continues thus level^ 
it is not surprising that the Poles formed 
their principal forces of cavalry. The spii-es 
and towers of Breslau are visible at a great 
distance over the plain ; and, as we approach, 
the roads bordered with trees, the scattered 
houses, and the number of vehicles of di^ 
ferent kinds, indicate that we are about to 
enter a large city. Round it are the remains^ 
of former fortifications, still sufficiently pre- 
served to admit of being converted, with- 
out much difficulty, into a permanent 
defence. In this respect they resemble those 
of Hamburg, and as both cities were dismant^: 
led through partial views, so in the changes 
of human affairs, they may both again, ere 
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long, be restored to their former rank of 
fortified towns. 

Wc entered Breslau. To the usual in- 
quiry from the guard at the gate, I. first 
heard the formidable answer in a low tone, 
that we were state prisoners. We traversed 
a considerable number of the streets, whith 
vrere in general thronged* with people ; but 
met vnth no interruption^ until, having 
reached a kind of market-place, our officer 
got out to seek some of the magistrates, and 
left us with only our two soldiers. The place 
was already thronged with people, who sooD 
b^an to gather round our wa^on, and 
make inquiries of our guards. I began if> 
be apprehensive, that a tumult worse than 
that of Goldberg might soon arise ; but, fbr- 
tuoately, my sword was lying in ihe 
bottom of the waggon among the straw, 
and I took it up, and leaned carelessly upon 
ity looking round with great seeming uncon- 
cern. This gave me the air of any thing 
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but a prisoner; and as to all their questions, 

• 

I only answered that I was an Englishman, 
and our soldiers knew nothing at all about 
the matter^ the good people of the market- 
place found no just cause of resentment, and, 
when our office«*s re-appeared, suffered us to 
depart in peace. We were conducted, as 
'usual, to an inn, where we lodged for that 
nighty noticing with some regret that our 
guards were doubled, and that they would 
on no account quit the room during the 

night. The next day we were removed to 

• 

the police, and placed in a room on the 
ground floor, where, by climbing the win- 
dow, we could see all that passed in the 
street. The roof was vaulted, and by the 
sound of our voices we conjectured that the 
whole apartment was so constructed, as to 
convey the soun^ towards a door, which was 
carefully fasterfed. Be that as it may, I did 
Hot fail to walk backwards and forwards^ 
and make the vaulted roof re-echo to the 
loyal strain* of ^^ God Save the King,** and 
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^ Rule Britannia," to the great annojranoe 
of my French companion, who did not 
choose^ under present circumstances^ to 
retaliate with the Marseillois Hymn^ or 
songs against the tyrants of the seas. 
In fact, I could not yet persuade myself 
that they seriously meant to detain me in 
prison ; and I considered my journey *to 
Breslau as a kind of circuitous route to Col- 
berg, rendered necessary by the unsettled 
state of the country, and several of the for- 
tresses on the lower part of the Oder "b^ng 
in possession of the French, My confkie- 
ment altogether appeared to me so prepqf* 
terous, so unnecessarily cruel, that I imagined 
the conduct hitherto pursued towards me 
to be intended merely to keep up forms 
with those at whose instigation I had 
be^u arrested. But these ideas were soon 
dissipated. 

Two days after our amval at Breslau, the 
young officer who had had the principal 
charge of conducting us tliither called to bid 

5 



«s farewell. During the whole journey he had 
never failed to admire my English sabre, 
and he now begged leave to exchange his 
x>wn for it, o&ring me at the same time 
whatever additional equivalent I might think 
proper. As he had behaved throughout with 
marked attention and humanity I could not 
refuse his request, and we parted with mu- 
tual expressions of good-will. 

On the 24th, hearing a noise in the street, 
I mounted the window, and beheld a Rus- 
sian General riding by attended by a great 
number of Officers and Cossacks erf* tiie 
j;iiaTd. His air was thoughtful and even 
melancholy, and I immediately 'felt an im- 
pression on my mind, that the great batde 
which was expected at Wurtschen and 
' Bautzen had taken place, and bad not been 
' favourable to the allied arms. I was con- 
firmed in this opinion by observing, during 
the afitemoon, groupes of people whispering 
in the street, and a number of carriages pass 
via all haste as if about to quit the town^ wd 
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eontainiug principally women^ apparently of 
respectability, with children and ha^age« 
Whatever conjectures I knight form^ I Jigd 
no means of verify ing them. la vska J in- 
terrogated those who brought us our projvi- 
sions^ or tlie Ofikers of Police whcnn we 
saw. No answer could be obtained, or nose 
-at least t6 the purpose. Every one that ap- 
proached us was strictly watched, imd we 
remained in entire ignorance of all the great 
events that were passing around us. 

We did not remain long ignorant hoir- 
ever of our own fate and final destination- 
In the afternoon of the 25th, two fresh pij. 
soners were introduced into our room, ,u4 
we were told all to prepare for movii^ that 
night. One of these was a Frenchman, (be 
other a Saxon who had been in the servace 
of the French Minister at Dresden. VWjT 
Jiad been both suddenly arrested and ifiken 
away from their own homes ^without m^ 
crime alleged, nor did they know wbitber 
we were to be removed. About seven m th€ 
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.^veDing our door suddenty opened^ and we 
were ordered to come forth. Two waggons 
were in the street with guards in each^ and 
we mounted without say ing* - a - word. No 
time was allowed for a crowd to collect'; • and 
we passed through many of - the frrtidpil 

r 

streets without attracting more tfai$lt* a pass- 
ing gaze. I was pleased with a ^rtaiil'^fefr 
of antique cleanliness, that seemed^ t^reigti 
throughout Breslau. Without the ^s^ten- 
dour and magnificence of Berlin, it may^till 
be termed beautiful^ and must ^t'le?^i be 
ranked high among the secondary cities 
of Europe. Its situation upon the Oder 
renders it well adapted for collecting the ma^ 
nufactures of Silesia, and conveying them to 
the ocean, or by canals and tributary rivers to 
the Elbe, whilst the unkttowh antiquity of its 
origin carries us back to those remote periods, 
when the Tartars overran all the neighbour- 
ing plains with their cavalry, and threatened 
the liberties of wpstem Europe. The whole 
length of BreslaU;, including the old and 

K 
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new towns and saburbs^ is said to be not less 
than seven miles.; but as the popuhition is 
only rated at seventy thousand, it is evident 
that if so it must be very narrow in propor-* 
tion to its length. I was informed also lihat 
thirty-six convents in the town itself had 
been suppressed within a few years; afiir- 
ther mark of increasing good sense, and 
which I hope will in time be imitated all 
over Germany ; looking to Spain and Italy, 
I dare not say all over Europe. 

In quitting Breslau^ I heard again the an- 
swer^ though delivered in a low voice to the 
interrogatory at the gate, *' that we wei» 
state prisoners,*" with the tremendous addi- 
tion, " and bound to Silberberg.*' This at 
once dissipated all my fine dreams of going 
to Colberg, or being speedily set at liberty. ' 
I well knew that Silberberg was a mountain 
fortress, to the south-west of Breslau, and 
therefore still farther removed from the sea* 
My companion appeared no less struck with 
the knowledge of our destination, and in- 
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formed me with a shrug of his shoulders^ 
that he beUeved Silberberg was the fortress 
where Baron Trenck had been confined* 
Tills piece of intelligence^ though without 
foundation, only served to render me more 
pensive^ and I passed through the gardensi; 
which in this quarter extended to a consi* 
derable distance from the suburbs, without 
experiencing those pleasing sensations which 
under other circumstances I might have felt» 
After a stage dT about ten miles we halted at 
a small village^ when it was ah-eady be- 
coming dark^ and having changed our guards 
made another stage of the same distance to 
a similar village, where we remained till 
day-break. We refreshed ourselves with 
coffee, and I may here remark, that from 
Hamburg up to the mountains^ of Silesia it 
was every where easy to procure it good, 
even in the poorest village. It was evident, 
that all the restrictions upon that luxury had 
not been able to prevent its general use ; 
since the Elbe hud been ppen for so short a 
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period^ it could not as yet have produced 
so universal a diffusion^ which must there- 
fore have been through other previws chan- 
nels. Coffee^ as drank on the Continent^ is 
indeed a luxury^ and a refreshment of which 
no idea can be formed from the miserable 
preparations of it in this country* We cease 
to be surprised at its general adoption, and 
can only feel astonishment at the madness 
which would seek to deprive so great a por^ 
tion of Europe of a beverage which hai 
spread even to the peasantry. 

At day-break we again set off. Hitherto 
the ground from Breslau had been nearly 1«. 
vel, but it now began gradually to ascend, and 
to be raised by little inequalities. In two 
stages we arrived at Nimptsch, a curious 
little town on a steep height, commanded 
by other surrounding bills which rise above 
it in succession. From Nimptsch the road 
was for some distance over an uneven coun» 
try, . until descending inta the plain, which 
lies between these lesser heights iod the first 
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ridges of the mountains which separate Si- 
lesia from Bohemiia. On our route, at a dis« 
tance of ten or twelve miles^ we beheld the 
fortress of Silberberg cpowning the summits 
and guarding the passes of two contiguous 
hills. At the sight of this horrid object the 
hills assumed a parched and barren aspect^ 
and I felt as if I saw before me the scene of 
perpetual imprisonment. My companion 
had not a forced smile or even a shrug of the 
shoulder to give. A sudden paleness marked 
his countenance, and he sat without speaking 
a word. At the distance of about ten miles 
from Nimptsch, we reached Frankenstein, 
a little town in the plain, the last stage be- 
fore reaching our destii6ation. Here we were 

I 

detained for several hours, and, notwith- 
standing a plentiful regale of excellent coffee, 
departed with heavy hearts. After some 
distance the road became execrable, being 
as we were informed purposely left so, that 
Silberberg might be considered as the ter- 
mination of all intercourse. Frequently our 
1 
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waggons sank up to the axle-tree in deep 
mud, and again were jolted over large stones 
at the risk of being shattered to pieces. At 
length we began to ascend^ and reached the 
town of 8ilberberg, situated on the slope and 
in a hollow of the hill, about half way up. 
Its name is derived from a lead mine con^ 
taining silver, formerly worked here. We 
were detained for upwards of an hour before 
the door of the Commandant ; during whidb 
the news of our arrival had time to spread, 
and the inhabitants collected in great nam-^ 
bers, men, women, and children, I bad 

« 

imagined that the whole of Silberberg ^ns 
so entirely und^r nqilits^ry authority, that we 
had no reason here to dread the smallest at- 
tack., J was soon, however, rather disagree* 
ably undeceived. Scarcely had our waggons 
set off again than the insults began. These 
l¥ere soon followed by stories, some of them 
of a large size, and it appeared as if our few 
soldiers would not be sufficient to protect us 
from tlxe fate of St. Stephen. Fortunately 
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the narrowness of the road obh'ged them to 
walk close to the waggons, so that for self- 
preservation they exhibited a vigilance^ which 
otherwise they did not seem much inclined 
to exert. For my own part, my experience 
at Goldberg had convinced me that no bet- 
ter plan could be adopted than looking on 
the multitude as much as possible^ with a 
firm and unaltered eye. This called forth 
more taunts, but it checked the shower of 
stones. " Behold that rascal, how bold he 
looks ! What, does he call himself an En- 
glishman ? Ah ! a good torturing will soon 
make him confess the truth." This, ' of all 
their expressions was the only one which 
alarmed me^ as I did not know but that such 
a barbarous mode of examination might still 
be practised within the walls of Silberberg. 
Nothing however hurt me so much as to see 
beautiful women coming forward with their 
infants in their arms to curse me. This al- 
most subdued my firmness ; I have, like 
every traveller, suffered hardships^ and priva^ 
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tions, but never experienced any thing so 
bitter as my feelings in this cruel hour. 

About half way between the town and 
the fortress, we came to a part of the road 
where the banks rose high on each side, 
shaded with bushes and trees. The foot- 
paths led along the top of the banks, whilst 
our waggons followed the little narrow road 
at the bottom between them. The croWd 
still continued following us, and had evi- 
dently armed themselves with stones in pre- 
j>aration for this, spot so well adapted for re- 
peating on a small scale the catastrophe of 
theCaudine forks. We should inevitably have 
suffered a severe attack, but that, seeing our 
approach to this dangerous defile, I begged 
the soldiers to divide and go along the banks. 
They could not well refuse adopting so ob- 
vious a mode of preventing our being cruelly 
injured, and thus we escaped the threatened 
dane:er. Tlie greater part of the mob seeing 
themselves disappointed, or having their cu- 
riosity satisfied^ left us ; only those of the 



I . 
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most determined patriotism continuing to ac- 
company us to the top. * We passed formid- 
able rows of pallisades, appearing new cut 
and sharpened, fresh redoubts, and throngs^ 
of soldiers. The winding road led us bjf ^ -^ vs 
long ascent to the summit of the hill. A^ ^K^ 
deep dry ditch, over which was a draw- 1f^ O 
bridge, still separated us from the body of ^ *^\ 
the fortress. I turned to take a last look of ^ 

freedom, and saw below me at a great dis- 
tance a beautiful and fertile country, the 
lesser ranges of hills which we had passed^ 
and even the plains extending to Breslau ; 
but already the trampling of the horses' 
feet caused a hollow sound on the wooden 
draw-bridge, we passed under the arched 
gateway, and in an instant I saw no longer ' 
any thing round me but prison walls. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Silberberg. 

Having passed the archway, we found 
ourselves in a kind of small square^ the 
buildings of which were low^ and the win- 
dows all grated with iron. A number of 
soldiers and some prisoners surrounded us, 
but there was no longer any thing like 
insult. We were at first all placed togethar 
in a dark room, where already lived a wA' 
dier, his wife, and children ; but in a short 
time my old companion Lefebre and I wa^ 
separated from the other two, who had joined 
us at Breslau, and were conveyed to a Jong 
vaulted casematte, built and floored with 
brick. Two narrow grated windows seemed 
scarcely to admit the light, and I should 
have conceived the place to have been built 
expressly for a dungeon, had not a long 

2 
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wooden frame of about six feet in breadth 
• stood there, evidently meant for i^oldiers to 
sleep on. In about an hour, the Major of 
the fortress visited us, seemingly an honest 
blunt man. He inquired into our immediate 
wants, and ordered to be brought to us a 
straw mattress, a blanket, and a coarse co- 
verlet. These we arranged in the best man- 
ner we could on the wooden frame ; and hav- 
ing procured a loaf of coarse bread s^nd a jug 
of water, we made our first prison meal 
here, and then tfied to sleep. The next day 
at twelve o'clock, a man entered, followed 
by a soldier with two little earthen jars for 
each of us. One of these contained a little 
soup, the other some kind of vegetable, with 
two or three ounces of meat. This was our 
dinner, which we ate without murmuring, 
especially as we were informed, that for mo- 
ney we might procure any thing the place 
afforded. This hint my companion did not 
fail to improve, by providing himself with 
some small hard white cheese, some butter 
wrapped up in dock leaves, and a bottle of 
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the common corn spirit of the couDtiy* 
For my part^ not knowing what aiigbt he ' 
my destiny^ I determined to manage. my 
little stock for future urgencies^ and if poisibie 
live on my prison allowance. With this de- 
termination^ I breakfasted on bread and 
Water during the whole of my confinement; 
but observing a number of cows driven into 
the fortress every evening for protectioDj I 
easily procured some excellent milk ibr sup« 
per, and this fpr a long time was my only 
luxury. My exercise was like that on board 
of ship, walking backwards and forwards HI 
a little space, for several hours every da% 
Still I kept flattering myself that ,1 should 
speedily be released. I could not yet but 
think it was by some mistake I was thus treatt- 
ed, and that all would soon be rectified. la 
this frame of mind, I remained three days in 
our casemattc. Night and day the door was 
locked, except during the short intervals at 
mid-day, when our dinner was brought in. 
This constant confinement, in which the 
common decencies of life could not be pre- 
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served^ was to me a ilibst cruel punishment. 
As our windows looked towards one of the 
entrances of the fortress, we observed during 
three days, that great quantities of prisoners^ 
ammunition^ cattle,' and stores of 'all kinds 
were constantly being -brought in, • So great 
was the bustle, that it almost seemed iaef if 
an immediate : ^iegei was apprehended ; bst 
s^till we were without* intellig^ncfe of any 
kind. On the fofurth dayv *wq wereremoved 
from the upper partofft^fbi'ti'ess to a ca^e^ 
matte at the bo|toiM of tte ditch, in the 
fece of the counterscarp, 'We bad »G6m- 
plained' of our first tedgiogi but this was 
smaller, and still more -damp and gloomy. 
The walls we^e ten or twelve feet in thick- 
ness, so that the light came to us through 
the arches of the windows, like coming 
through a long passage; We were met at 
the entrance by a strange figure, dressed in a 
flannel nrght-gown, and who We Were told, was 
to be our fellow-prisoner. ^* Mr. Professor,** 
daid our guard, *^ we have here brought 
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company for you/' At hearing the title -of 
Professor, I examined our new comrade 
more closely. I beheld a man of about 
sixty years of age^ rather stout and taJJ^ 
with a countenance not particularly interest- 
ing, and a bald head. Under his dirtf 
flannel-wrapper^ appeared a black waistcoat^ 
and he shuffled along in a pair of slippers. 
In such a dress, and such a situation^ who 
would have expected to see an intilnate ac* 
quaintance of Bonaparte ? I learnt that be 
was the Abbe H6nri, Curate and Professor 
of Jena, a Frenchman by birth, though loBg 

established in Germany, known as . the at- 
tlior of several works, and as having lately 
published a History of the French languagei 
After the battle of Jena his office of Cur. 
rate gave him frequent opportunities of being 
with Bonaparte, which he did not fell to 
inaprove ; and by a little dexterous flatteij^ 
he acquired from him the endowment of a 
considerable establishment : " Sire,** said ho 
to him, ^' former chiefs have frequently 
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founded large churches for trifling successes ; 
do you now found a small temple for a great 
victory." The idea pleased ; and the church 
of Notre Dame de la Victoire was reared in 
consequence. This might be flattering to 
the Professor, but it was no doubt a very 
galling remembrance to the Prussians ; and, 
having heard the account, I was not at all 
surprised, in these troubled times, to meet 
the honest gentleman at the bottom of the 
ditch of Silberberg. 

After the first novelty of fresh society 
had gone by, I began to reflect, that the 
placing me thus in company with two men 
of a nation so determinedly hostile to En* 
gland, was a very unfavourable symptom, 
and that after commencing with such an act 
of cruel injustice, it was probable that the 
duration and nature of my confinement 
would be proportionable to it. I knew no- 
thing of what was going on, and ws^s very 
doubtful whether my letters from Gorlitz 
had been forwarded to England. We w«re 
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like men cut off from the world. Some- 
times, in the silence of the night, wc 
thought we heard the firing of cannon at a 
great distance, but as it generally ceaised 
with the dawn of day we knew not what to 
think of it. Besides, was it possible that 
the French could already be. so near the 
mountains of Silesia? We gathered^ how- 
ever, from the conversation of the guards 
who daily visited us, that parties of Rus- 
sian soldiers frequently came to the town 
of Silberbei^, many of the inhabitants of 
which had quitted it, and taken their pro* 
perty with them, for fear of being pluuder^ 
ed. It was probable, therefore, that the al- 
lied army was at no great distance. At 
length, we had a doubtful and fearful hint,' that 
the French were within twenty miles of us. 
This intelligence, highly gratifying to toy 
comrades, overwhelmed me with melancholy. 
We began to calculate upon their appear- 
ance before Silberberg, with very different 
feelings ; they already exulting in the hope 
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of a triumphant enlargement, and I seeing 
in such an event only the prospect of per- 
petual captivity. 

Such are the vain hopes and fears formed 
by mortals, in the contracted view which 
they have of objects here below ! Meantime, 
we had our migrations and changes in our 
little world. Four days after our descent 
into the fosse, we were again removed to ano- 
ther casematte, and this change, for the first 
time, was for the better. Before, we had 
been in a dungeon ; now we might almost 
suppose ourselves in a chamber, it was so 
much lighter and cleaner, besides having 
been recently white-washed. But this hap- 
piness was too great to last. We remained 
here only two days, one of which was the 
4th of June, which I celebrated by drinking 
for the first time since my confinement a 
farge tumbler of grog, and annoying my 
companions with God save the King, Rule 
Britannia, and Hearts of Oak. Be it known, 
that my friend the Profeisor of Jena, by his 

L 
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invectives against England, bad already me* 
rited this of my hands* I tried however 
in vain to excite a forced gaiety, which was 
only followed by a greater depression of 
spirits, and ever afterwards desisted from the 
vain attempt* 

The next day we ,were again removed ia 
another casematte, a true dungeon, being at 
times so dark, that except near the window 
we could not see to read at noon-day, and 
situated directly under the draw-bridge, 
over which every cart passing made a thun* 
dering noise. Here the damp ran constantly 
down the walls, and the saltpetre fell on our 
faces as we slept. Fortunately we had made 
a great discovery in our first casematte, 
where a number of large wooden shutters, to 
fasten on the windows externally like the 
dead lights of vessels, were piled up. .Hiese 
were about six feet long, by four in width, 
and tolerably smooth on one side, serving 
very well to spread our mattresses upon. 

In all our changes^ we had taken conatant 
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care- to carry them with us^ and we now 
foand them of the greatest utility, in protect- 
ing us from immedkte contact with the 
damp brick floor. By degrees we collected 
atones, and put under them, thus raising us 
farther from the damp. We were now al- 
lowed to go out for about half an hour every 
day, to walk in the ditch, and even this trifling 
liberty was at first delightful. In a short 
time, however, we found ourselves still ex- 
posed to occasional insults from the young 
soldiers^ when they saw us for the firs^time ; 
and the return from the^ half-hour excur- 
sions became very melancholy, from th^ 
cheerful sun-shine and the pure air, to)% 
gloomy vault and the door locked, i^fteir 
sometime, my two companions, unable t5 
withstand it^ fell sick. They became af- 
fected with violent pains all over their bo- 
dies, which frequently compelled them t^ 
moan, and sometimes to cry out aloud in 
the night. The poor Professor lost all his 
firmness, and cried like a child. For my 

J- 2 
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part, tbey told me tfaat aiy face was marked 
with a profound melancholy. At lengthy 
^Aer many petitions, it was thought neoes^ 
tary to send the chief surgeon of the gat* 
risen to visit my companions, and by bis 
interference we were allowed the liberty of 
walking out three or four hours in the dayi 
always well guarded. Lefebre also procured 
a guitar, and its tinkling sounds were heard 
within these gloomy walls, for the first time 
perhaps since their foundation. We began 
now also to pay attention to the liniie[t% 
which, in great numbers, had built tbw 
nests in tbevarious crevicies of the lofity vraSf 
opposite our windows. Every morniiig 
they, began their songs with the first dawn 
of light, . and soothed us with a momentary 
delusion of liberty and happiness. 

IttWas not till towards the middle of Jun^ 
that the surgeon's attendant, who sometimes 
came to visit my companions, informed us^ 
that an armistice had taken place for six 
weekS; and that it wa9 intended a» a pre-^ 



itade to a general peace. This was the first 
jmbiic news I had heard since the day of 
my arrest. Of the circumstances whi'tih had 
led to this important event, we were en- 
tirely ignorant; but judging from the pro- 
gress. of the French armies, I dared not 
indufge the hope, that they hafd been favour- 
able to the AIHes. My companions became 
MOW full of spirits; They argued, that we 
Bhotild have peace, and already prescribed 
the terms to which Prussia must accedie; 
Their liberty followed of course, and it was 
probable, that even I would then no lohger 
be detained. Even should hostilities re-i 
commence, and the Emperor advance and 
envelope Silberberg in his mighty move* 
ments, they would endeavour to obtain my 
freedom from their countrymen, and had no 
doubt of succeeding. This certainly was A 
wonderful consolation, but meantime it ap* 
peared as if every preparation was making to 
put the fortress in a state of resisting a lotig 
siege. Night and day, we heard the twimji* 
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ling and noise of horses and waggons passing 
the draw-bridge. The manner in which we 
had been removed from one casematte to 
another^ and the hints which wereoeived^ 
all seemed to indicate that quarters were 
preparing for a full garrison. Great numberi 
of young men^ composing the LandwiAr of 
the surrounding districts^ . were assembled 
here to learn the use of arms^ and generally 
exercised in the ditch. Among them wera 
many boys^ not more than fifteen and uxr 
teen years of age; but all seemingly ani- 
mated with one spirit, and already fiiU of 
hatred to the French name. Thus^ in tbiB 
midst of an armistice^ I saw that nothing 
was going forward but preparations for wwr^ 
and began to suspect that I might be placed 
in circumstances where I should require all 
the protection which my French friends 
could afford mo. 

For fifteen days after my arrest, I was not 
allowed the use of pen and ink, except 
during the short interval at Gk>rlitz, nor Iot 
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deed was it ever expressly permitted. When, 
however, we joined the Professor in the 
foss6, we found him in the possession of that 
privilege, which we ever after enjoyed in 
common, and did not fail to make use of. 
It was indeed the greatest of our consola- 
tions. According as the mood might be, 
we wrote down songs for each other, or made 
remarks for ourselves, and recorded our own 
melancholy reflections. The curate «hed 
tears when he thought of his garden, and 
bis faithful house-keeper, and wrote letters 
which he knew would never be sent. " Ah !** 
he used to say, ^^ were I now in my church 
with all my robes on, I should be «inging out 
with all my might. Pater Noster^ or Salve 
Regina. Or I might be in my garden, on 
tlie little seat under the apple-tree, whence 
there is such a fine view all over Jena." And 
then he gave us long descriptions of his 
garden, which he said was not yet finished^ 
Lefebre touched his guitar, and wrote pe- 
titions by turns. For me, I had diflerent 

4 
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periods of feeling, like the Genie whom 
the fisherman delivered from the chesty 
where he was shut up and sealed with 
the great seal of Solomon. For the 
first ten days I was fu]l of hope^ and 
laughed with my fellow-prisoners, and hour- 
ly expected my deliverance. For the 
next equal period of time I became en- 
raged, and vented my exclamations against 
the treachery and injustice which had caused 
my confinement, pacing my prison with 
hasty steps. Finally, I sank into despon- 
dency^ from which I was roused only by 
the hated name of " der Spian^' or, ^^ t\i« 
Spy," frequehtly applied to me during my 
melancholy walks in the ditch ; and in this 
state I continued until I first had reason to 
hope that I might obtain my releaf^e. 

Had we been treated according to the 
strict letter of the ancient instructions re- 
specting state prisoners, we should not only 
have been deprived of the use of pen and 
inkj but also of a knife^ or even a pair of 
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sdssars. The fear of this, although ground- 
less^ made me for some time conceal my 
razors. As for my companions^ they re- 
ceived weekly visits from the barber of 
Silberberg, whom however I could not 
persuade myself to admit. He was a little 
stout man^ heavily ironed, and condemned 
to imprisonment for life. I could not but 
. shudder with involuntary horror, when I 
saw this, desperado rattling his irons at each 
movement round the chairs of the two 
Frenchmen, and flourishing his razor over 
their stretchedoout throats. Sooner than 
run such imminent danger, I was content, 
gradually, to assume the appearance of 9k 
Cossack, until I found that the strict regu-< 
lations were not to be enforced respecting 
me. Similar to the barber was the attend- 
ant who every morning came 4o perform 
the necessary oflice of cleanliness to Out 
apartment. This was a woman, also con- 
demned to perpetual imprisonment, and 
mth her legs in iroQSt These, howevei*,^ 
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she concealed so effectually with her clothes, 
that they were discovered only by the noise 
which an unguarded motion sometimes oc- 
casioned. This constant sight of wretched- 
ness and vice, I always considered as one of 
the most cruel circumstances attached to the 
confinement. Happily^ all our attendants 
were not of that character. Our regular 
guard in our walks was an honest Pome- 
ranian^ who had been a soldier under Schill ; 
and our scanty meals were brought to qs by 
young recruits, who had not yet put off" the 
simplicity of peasantsr^ and who, being 

changed every day, afforded us a constant 
variety of characters* 

I had now been three weeks in Silberfaeiy, 
when one morning the guard informed me, 
that several English officers had been there 
for two days to see the fortress, and were 
then in the town below. This agitated me 
greatly, and having instantly written a few 
lines with a pencil, I earnestly entreated 
htm to get them conveyed into the hand a of ^ 



any Englishman^ offering him whatever re- 
ward he thought proper. He promised tx^ 
do all in his power^ but returned next 
morning with the intelligence^ that the 
^^ Epglanders ^' had departed an hour befoi^e 
he reached the inn. This was a severe dis* 
appointment^ and greatly increased my jpeh^* 
lancholy. I could not think that any of my 
countrymen would have remained several 
days at Silberberg^ without making some ioi^ 
quiry respecting me, had they known of 
my being there, apd therefore concluded 
that my confinement was kept secret I saw 
now no hopes of hberation, and began to fear 
that I should fall ill; a feeUng, however, 
against which I struggled as much as pos- 
sible. By way of consolation^ I was in* 
formed that the £mperor Alexander was 
expected shortly to visit the fortress; and 
so ready is the mind to seize any prospect of 
happiness, that I even built hopes on this 
slender foundation. A few days ^terwards, 
Ijioweyer^ we were told^ that instead of 
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coming to Silberberg, he had passed through 
GtlatZy to the sound of cannon^ on bis waj 
to Prague, to meet the Austrian Emperor^ 
for the purpose of negotiating a general 
peace. The sound of the firing at Glati^ 
was heaiti at Silberberg. And thcrs ended 
this dream. 

In the casematte next to ours was confined 
the Baron d^Aansorg, a young man, a mttire 
of Batavia, and who, so far from being friend- 
ly to the French^ was at the time of his ^Urmt 
seeking employment in the Russian army« 
He had received an excellent education^ Witf 
a proficient in music, and had been aecu»^ 
tomed to the first society of Germany ; yel 
he was now placed here Kke myself, without 
any crime alleged, much less proved, and a 
common soldier in the Westphalian guards 
put with him as companion and fellows- 
prisoner. He also fell ill through the coW 
and dampness of his dungeon, and was in 
consequence allowed, like us, the liberty of 
walking a few hours every day iii the ditch. 
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yVe were not, however, permitted to be out 
^t the same time, so that we could hold con*' 
vcrsation only by stealth through the bars of 
(each others windows, which perhaps ren* 
dered thes0 interviews the, more interesting. 
Amongst other jBurppean languages he talked 
good English, and I was delighted with thia 
unexpected opportunity of hearing and re« 
peating my native tongue, never perhaps 
heard before at the bottom of the ditch c^ 
Silberberg. He too procured a guitar, which 
he touched with a masferly hand ; and when 
aitting within his prison bars be accom* 
panied it with his voice, the beauty of the 
music, joined to his situation, produced aa 
effect of the most touching kind. 

During the whole of our stay in the ditch, 
we were obliged to burn fires in the months 
-of May and June, and even then coujd 
with difficulty warm our apartments. From 
this, some idea may be formed of their cold- 
iiess. They were all furnished with larg^ 
iron stoves, which consumed great quantities 
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of wood; but unfortunately, when the xy^Q^ 
ctme in certain directions the smoke blevr 
all inwards^ and we were obliged to choose 
between cold and sufibcation. Sometimes, 
during these winds, sudden mists enveloped 
the tops of the mountains, and Silberbei]^ 
was no longer visible to the plains below. 
Then our misfortune was complete. The 
smoke could find no vent ; our candle, even 
at mid-day, was not sufficient to dispel the 
gloom, and we were forced to stretch our- 
selves out upon our mattresses, with our 
feces downwards, to protect our eyes from 
the pungent smoke, and draw breath • 
little more easily. 

At length, to our great joy, about the 
latter end of June, we were finally, removed 
from the casemattes in the ditch, and carried 
through a long subterraneous passage to the 
upper part of the fortress. Emerging from 
this passage, we found ourselves in the 
little square where we had halted on our 
first arrival, and which> after the dungeens 
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we had been used to, wore now a cheerfol 
appearance. - I no longer looked round me 
as upon prison walls, but as upon the hal^i- 
tations of human beings, some di whom I 
saw with cheerful countenances looking 
through the grated windows. We were 
placed in a long vaulted chamber above the 
ground floor, dry, and well planked. Fires 
were no longer necessary to us in the middle 
of summer. The wall towards the square 
not being of more than the ordinary thick- 
ness, the windows, although barred, no 
longer looked like arched passages, and the 
change altogether operated like a charm on 
the spirits of my companions. As a de-. 
duction from this satisfaction, however, we 
soon found that we were no longer allowed 
the liberty of walking out even for an hour. 
The change of abode was thought quite 
sufficient to preserve us in health, but we 
Jiad permission to show ourselves for a few 
hours, daily, at a small balcony open to the 
square ; and even that was a relief from the 
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monotony of being shut up night and day 
in the same apartment. We now saw all 
that was going on ; the guard paraded eveiry 
morning under our windows^ the house of 
the commandant was directly opposite^ and 
no stranger could come into the fortress 
without passing under our inspection. How 
different from the melancholy ditch ! where 
we saw only rude recruits, and where, op- 
posite to our dungeons at the distance of 
twelve or fifteen yards, a wall built on the 
solid rock rose to the height of fifty feet, 
diversified only at the top by embrasures 
and small windows, which looked as if meant 
for spouts for the rain. 

Four or five days after our removal, I was 
called before the commandant and examined.* 
I had been already upwards of a month in 
Silberberg, and now, for the first time^ it 
was thought proper to do me this act of 
simple justice. The commandant treated mt 
with great civility, and appeared to be a man 
of a good disposition. To crown all, he in- 



formed iii^j that he believed thia interroga- 
tion had beeii ordered in consequence of an 
trpplidation^ which had been made respecting 
me by Sir Charles Stewart. Ah! what a 
relief was this to my mind ! My fate then 
was known ) My letters from Gorlitz had 
been received ! Steps were taking for my 
liberation ! Never before had I felt so great 
and increasing a load of melancholy suddenly 
removed from my mind. I ceased to form 
gloomy prospects of futurity ; and from that 
hour my companions began to remark a 
striking difference in my manners and ap-^ 
pearance. - 

Our great amusetnent was now to watch 
all that passed in the square. We daily 
saw Russian Generals or Officers, who came 
to view the fortress ; Cossacks with dis- 
patches ; parties with deserters ; and peasant' 
girls, who passed with fruits, butter, milk/ 
and bread of different kinds for sale. These 
latter were sometimes allowed to visit us, 
and we were now plentifully supplied with 

M 
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cherries^ mountain strawberries^ and a kind 
of small wild blue-sbeny^ wUU the name of 
which I was unac(]iuainted. Thus our break* 
fasts no longer coptinued to be merely bi'ea4 
and water^ but we might even be &a\d to 
^njoy luxuries^ for such they were to v^. 
Among other visitors, two young Princes o( 
the blood came to Silb^rberg^ They rode ii| 
a miserable old cQ^h, drawn by ^ight 
horses, with a hames3 of ropes, aud four ludf 
clothed postillipi^s. t was struck ^ith this 
spectacle of ragged greatness, whichj 1)QW^ 
ever^ pcce^sionecj r^p reinarks from my c^qn* 
panions ; from which I inferred, either tlwt 
9Uoh sights weri? not nucomTOoii iu Frai^, 
or that, by living long in Germany, th^ 
had become accustomed to them, Xb^ 
Princps theipselves v^ere two fine boy^a 
seemingly about fourteen and sixteen year< 
of age ; i^nd their eld^r brother, Princre Ferr 
dinaqd, who c^me some days afterward?^ 
did also great credit to the appeamuc^ of tU^ 
Pru»siw Royal Family, 



i . 



^ILBBEB£RG. 16$ 

On the morning of the 8th July, a day 
6Ter to be remembered in my annals of SiU 
berberg, I saw an Englishman arrive> and 
filight at the commandant's. My heart pal^ 
pitated^ but in vain. In an hour> after 
viewing the fortress^ he departed without 
even looking towards me. In the afternoon, 
however, I saw two others arrive. Ves, I was 
pure they were Englishmen. My heart 
beat again rather quicker than usual, but I 
was afraid of being again disappointed, until 
I saw a soldier cross the square towards us* 
He came for me; our door was unlocked, 
and I soon found myself pnce more in qom* 
pany with my countrymen. Mr. I. C. 
Hobhouse and the Honourable Douglas 
Kinnatrd, hearing ol my confinement, had 
called t6 mquire into my case. Captain 
During, th^ Aid«de-camp of Sir Charles 
Stewart aceomp^nied them. I heard at 
length tbcf language of civili^ and kind^ 
ness, to which my ear had been so long ^ 
strtmget^. I^erv^thinf '^a| donfe for me by 

M 2 
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I 

these gentlemen, that even an ancient friehd- 
fihip could have demanded. They wrote in 
my behalf, and procured for me from the 
commandant the liberty of walking about 
the square. This alone was to me a great 
relief; but still greater to my mind was 
the certainty that I should no longer be neg- 
lected. After this, at different times. I re- 
ceived visite from several other gent/emen, 
whose kindness made a. deep impression on 
my mind. I was delighted with an obser« 
vatlon made to my fellow-prisoners bjr 
the commandant on these visits. " Thwe 

English," said he, *^ seem to take a grett 
interest in each other; but this is as it 
should be. This is schon.'^ 

The first step which I took wai to write a 
long memorial to Sir Charles Stewart, whkfai 
like all the letters which I was permitted to 
send, was delivered open to the command* 
ant. After ten days, receiving no answer, 
I wrote again : but I afterwards found, that 
neither of these papers ever came to hand* 
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I knew that they were sent away from SiU 
berberg, but could never learn what farther 
became of them. I might have relapsed 
into melancholy^ but for the news from 
3pain9 of which I had received ample de- 
tails^ together with English newspapers^ 
which to me were highly interesting, . I 
translated some of the most prominent ar« 
jticles for my comrades^ but was secretly 
pleased to observe, that out of four French- 
men confined as prisoners here, three of then^ 
could make out the. general meaning of an 
English gazette, a proof that . the study of 
our language is not altogether neglected on 
Jthe Continent, 

In consequence of the liberty granted to 
me of walking about the square, I soon 
/ormed an acquaintance with some officers, 
confined in the fortress as prisoners of wan 
Two of them \yere Westphalians ; the third, 
a Swiss, was nephew of Marshal Mar- 
mont, who had been taken prisoner afiter the 
battle of Bautzen by the Cossacks ; and the 
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fourth was a Hollander, who had made tht 
campaign of Moscow^ and had been arrei ted 
on his return through Prussia when aLsiost 
on the Austrian frontiers. Both the lattm 
were young men and captains of cavalry. 
After some time^ I was allowed to viiit them 
in their apartment ; and from that day I 
might consider myself as at any rate on t 
footing with the officers, prisoners of vrar. 
The young Swiss^ whose name wasPerr^uz^ 
and who was nephew to the banker of tibat 
name at Paris, gave me details of his warfieM 
against the Cnglish in Spain. He allowad 
to them a great deal of national braveiy, 
stating, that they acted admirably as tinih 
leurs, and that the Scots were *^ devils** 
with the bayonet. By theste, he no doubt 
meant the Highland regiments, his preju- 
dices not permitting him to acknowledge the 
superiority of the English in that dedsive 
weapon. Marshal Marmont, he said, bad 
not lost his arm. It was broken in two places 
by the bursting of a shell, at the battle of 



flAIam^nca; but )3i skilftil ^drg^n had been 
iibfe to preserine it. Thiu ywing xtaati deceived 
^quently letters and money from his fri^tidi^, 
the' heid-qtiittel^s of Marshal Mahnont not 
being above 'tvrenty miles from Silberberg, 
Ambng other things, the cross and ribbon 
6f the Legion of Honour were setit t6 himi 
^vhitch his unfclfe had had interest to procure. 
It t^a^ pleasing to bbsenre iat once a striking 
trait of national- character. He eagerly 
placed the ribbon in his bilttdn-hble, and 
never afterwards ^ failed to wear it, as hi 
walked up and do^vh aihotog hiir fellow pri-' 
kftter^. Ail tlnglishmah Would hiave spurned 
thfe bdUble, which, however, amongst ik 
pebple separated froin him «ily by a teW 
leagues, becomes an object of envy, and 
H powerful engine in the hands of lambi^ 
tion. 

From the other young captain I had 
numerous details of the ever-memorable 
campaign of Moscow. Mis regiment ctf 
Hulans had becA constantly with the ad- 



lOa SIUSERBERG. 

vanced guard under Murat^ and out cS 
twelve hundred and fifty men, of which it 
originally consisted^ nearly a thousand had 
already fallen^ or were in the hospital befort 
quitting Moscow. For six days before entering 
that city he had eaten horse-fleshy which w» 
his sole food for sixty-two days on the re- 
treat; and had already paid a ducat for a 
half beer-glass of common spirits. From, 
the day of crossing the Niemen, during the 
whole of the march, not a dozen peasants 
were seen on either side of the route. Every- 
thing was burnt up, destroyed, or removed. 
At the battle of Smolensko, the injantnr 
alone were at first engaged, the cavalry^ on 
both sides lining the opposite banl^s of the 
river^ in separate squadrons for a long ulis* 
tance, to prevent a surprise on either flank. 
But in the battle of Mojaisk, or Borodino, 

m 

the cavalry had a large part. There he had 
two horses killed under him. Nothing can 
be said sufficient to give an idea of the 
horrors of that battle. The French troojps^ 

1 
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contrary to their usual custom^ fought in a 
{nOurnful silence. Cavalry and infantry, 
Cossaeks and artillery^ all were mixed to^ 
gether in the promiscuous carnage« The 
battle began at four in the morning, and the 
iast cannon-shot was fired about nine at 
night So difficult, however, is it to ac- 
quire the knowledge of truth, even from re- 
spectable eye-witnesses of great events, that 
lie positively affirmed the French to have re- 
mained masters of the field. In proof of 
this, he alleged that his regiment continued 
on the ground that night, and was put in 
inarch at four o'clock next morning for Mos* 
cow* Doubtless, acting as captsdn of ca« 
valry, enveloped in dust, and in perpetual 
motion, he could not properly judge of the 
great movements of the armies, and had 
mi&taken a flank march for a direct advance 
in front. Yet, it is often on these partial 
views, that men are most positive in their 
opinions. At Moscow, the army found 
qlQth^ and at first plenty of coffee^ choco* 
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hitt, win^, fiMy and lu&uri^s, bilt little (n* 
no flour. Soon every thing becaiti^ enot^ 
itiously dear. Long before die retireat b^gttit 
Subordination was lost amongst iht tro^pir^ 
and it was the general opinion^ that Ht&jtt* 
parte had been deceived by an appfeattaio^ of 
negotiation^ to lose so inuch time at Moscow. 
He was in the aflair which took plaiie ]previ<M 
to the retreat, in which he thought it extremely 
probable thsct the Russians took thirty-MeM 
pieces of cannon as stated by Beningjsen^ as 
he knew of twenty-five. It was a complett 

surprise, and Murat himself Was neaflf 

taken. For alolig time his white plum^ 
which, as King of Naples> he always Wo« 
in the field, was conspicuous ainid hostile 
helmets and the spears of Cossacks, and it 
was only by a desperate charge of his' ad* 
herents that he was saved. It is impotable, 
by any description, to exaggerate the hofrors 
of the retreat. It was three hundred thou- 
sand men put to suffer all that human mature 
could endure, without entire destruction. His 
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hors^ &11 died^ and he was obliged to walk 
in the severity of the cold with his feet 
nearly bare. He vaw fody l6uis given for a 
place in a comnKm cart, fcfr a distance of 
thirty miles ; and a General^ alter making a 
bat^in of that kind^^ being benumbed by 
the t^old^ was pushed t>ut by comitaon 9QiU 
diers who hsud prjeviously occupied the 
geats, and left to perish on the road. AfUit 
in^nmeteible harddiitps^ he had with ^ffi^ 
cttlty reached Poland^ when his strength ttk^ 
tirely failed hf m^ and he lay ill for Gfteeh 
W^eks at tlie house of an hdsjfttable curate, 
f^mm this, when pursuing his route on foot 
to his tdwn coimtry, tim - wur htoko out beu 
tvirten Prussia and Frahee> and aftef various 
adventures, b^ bad been arrested aiid con- 
fined iu Biiberberg. Bo^ he dhd Pen^g^uk 
talked with gfreat ec>nt«mpt df tlb Cossacks, 
whoA they a^eed in afiSrafrih^ td be Wholly 
useless in battles^ and by no iti^m remark"^ 
i*le for theif bravery, itt^kimiishes and 
sii%te c6i»ba*s^, Tll*fr gfeSt qualities are 
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Iheir canning, their skill in conceafiog liieni* 
Belves, and suddenly assembling on given 
points, the intimate knowledge which they 
acquire of a country, and their unwearied 
patience. By these qualities they ajinoimd 
an enemy's army, as it were by an invisible 
line, interrupt his ccMnmunicaticms, and make 
prisoners perpetually. It is curious to see 
ihem make a charge. They advance in 
large masses ; but in approaching the eno* 
my, the bravest only press forward, whilst 
the others gradually check their career, is 
proportion to their want of courage* BjT 
this means, the whole mass assumes by cfa^ 
grees the rude appearance of a wedga^ or^if 
several wedges joined at the base. Shoulji 
the attack of the foremost be successful^ 
the rest cry " victory," and share the glorf ; 
but if it fail, as against regular cavalry it ifi 
almost sure to do, they have at least the b<v- 
nour of leading the retreat. 

Such were the conversations which be- 
guiled the tedious hours, while we walked to 



«nd fro in the little square cf th6 fortress'. A 
curious fate had brought us from different 
quarters of the woHd^ to meet in a narrow 
»pace, on the top of the first ridge of moun^ 
tains which separates Silesia from Bohemia. 
Although of nations bitterly hostile^ the si**^ 
tnilarity of our present destiny extinguished 
nil feelings of animosity^ and our sole cok^* 
test was^ to show each other acts of kindness 
and . civility. There were delicate points^ 
which each forbore to press, when they evi- 
dently became painful ; there were others,- 
in which we willingly united. We all 
Sigreed to laugh at the English expedition to 
W&lcheren, I alone with pain ; and condemn 
the French invasion of the Peninsula. We all 
allowed that Bonaparte was a roan of great 
talents, and of great crimes. We had all ob-^ 
served the tardiness of Germany ill the acts 
of war and of j)eace, when compared with' 
the two most enlightened nations of modem 
times. What a pity that, on our separation, 
we must take up our ancient sentiments, and 
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wish defeat 9p4 diigraee toxacb cAher*! coun* 
try and c^use, 

Oa^ circumstfinc^ struck me fwdhly^ I4 
iodeed it wa9 rep?i|tedly pressed iqpon my 
attention in our eonversatioBs, v^msiy, the 
horror outertained by my oompanions of 
being made prisoners in Snglftnd. The idw 
of being confined in floating dungQOOt 
seemed to havnt all their imaginationa, wb^f 
ther French, Swiss, Dutch, or Wortpha-r 
lians I nor did I find any prejudice respeotr 
log England more deeply rooted among 
them^ or i^ore difficult to pombat* As tbfl 
honoqr and btimanity of a nation are deepfy 

concerned in the treatment of its prisoners,' 
I made every effort in my power to give 
them more correct information upoa this 
head ; but as % could not deny that a great 
proportion were confined on board of vessels^ 
they constantly reverted to this, asserting it 
to be cruel and unnatural to shut up men 
for year^ together in hulks, within sight of 
land. I observed, that fortified plaeea were 



qsed for the same purpose on the Contioentp 
and that as England had none of those^ the 
CJov^rnwe^t was obliged to use h^r old float- 
ii^g b^lw.arka, or cover the face of t^e coii^r 
try with ppj^oQs. Still they did mt like th? 
id^a gf being enclosed in wooden cells^ an^ 
fmswered my arguments by a shryg of the 
shoulders^ or a shake of the head^ which g^ner 
ra}ly left th^ matter as w^ had begun it. j3ut 
th^se d^hf^tes did not disturb our cordiality. 
We ipade parties at cards together^ and when 

the Fwnchinan a^d I were sucpeswful, 
^^ $ee/' he explaiqaed^ ^^ what would begpnw 
^ywall were ^Englisband French butt^ 

Among PW ht^v indulgences, wai th? 
^9? of booKs^ , which we were permitted tq 
hwrow and hire. The Professor procure4 
i^ne^ belonging to a book soc]e<y, whicll 
strongly mftrked the dilferenc^ between thf)«# 
Jufititutions in England and in $i}esia. Iq^ 

^ijead of being fell9W'citiz8n», the m^m}m» 
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«. 
l«rcre inhabitants of different towns^ Glata?, 

Silbcrbcrg, Frankenstein, and others, and 
a trifling . work thus made the tour of the 
places through the medium of a dub. It 
Would ai)pcar that the means of jpro^uring 
information must be very circumscribed; 
where such tardy and circuitous modes are 
resorted to. . ' * ' ' 

About the middle of July/ 1 received a 
note from Sir Charles Stewart, dated' the 
^Ist of June, from Reichenbach, the dis- 
tance of a single stage from Silb^bert;. 
This, had it been delivered in course, Wdldd 
have relieved me from a cruel state of 
anxiety ; but the information which it <jdi^ 
veyed I had now obtained from other quarters, 
kiamely,^ that my letters from GorHtz had 
been received, and forwarded to EnglandL: 
I was at a loss to account for the' Keephhlg 
beck of such a simple piece of intelligence, 
for so long a period, and indeed until it bei- 
came useless ; and could attribute it only to 
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diose instructions whi^h the commandant 
said he had received on my arrival^ to treat 
me with more than usual strictness.^ 

-Gn the 21st of July, notice was given on 
the parade, that the armistice was prolonged 
to the 10th of August. This seemed to in- 
dicate peace, and my companions did not 
fail to form fresh conjectures on the proba- 
ble terms, and in what manner the Emperor 
would anew partition Europe; On the other 
hand, the commandant and the greater part 
of the Prussian officers breathed nothing but 
war. They asserted that peace, under the 
present circumstances, was not to be hoped 
for; and that at any rate England would 
never consent to it. The soldiers naturally 
took up the same sentiments, and those who 
wished an^nd to the war repeated the worn- 
put story of the obstinacy of the ^* En- 
.glanders." I was indeed surprised at not 
seeing the desire for peace more common 
amongst them. For some time they had re* 

N 
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ceived no pay, they lived in dark imwii0le« 
some casemattes, many of them were badly 
clothed^ and they subsisted entirely on the 
scanty rations of provisions served out to 
them. Under these circumstances^ subject- 
ed to all the rigour of military discipKnej 
and without the immediate operation of any 
of those strong incentives which prompt 
nifen to act and to suffer^ it is not to be 
wondered at^ that murmurs of discontent, 
and sighs for peace^ sometimes met my ear. 
With these were mixed reports of the most 
contradictory nature. Sometimes it Wis 
said, tliat peace was concluded ; and son» 
times, that the French had treacherously 
broken the armistice, and fallen upon the al* 
lies with all their force. Some movements, 
which took place about the 26th among the 
troops in the neighbourhood, seemed to jiu* 
tify these latter reports. They were suddenly 
ordered to march out of their cantonments^ 
and in the night the bivouac fires of tbe 
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vmy were visible from the auitimlt of the 
fortress, forming a distant line of light of 
immense extent* 

Three weeks had now elapsed^ since I had 
been visited by Mr. Hobhouse, and Mr. 
Kinnaird, and as yet I saw no farther signs 
of liberty. In spite of all my efforts, I was 
in consequence again relapsing into melan- 
choly, when about nine o'clock in the even- 
ting of the SOth July, we heard the voice 
of the Major on the outside of our door, 
calling for the keys of our apartment, where 
we were already shut up for the night. I 
fdt a. kind of presentiment that he came for 
ine, but feared to indulge the hope, lest the 
disappointment should be more bitter. At 
•length the door opened, and I was desired 
to come over to the Commandant, who had 
letters for me. This was joyful intelligence, 
nor was I slow in complying with the re- 
quest. I received a note from Mr. Jackson, 
^ith answers to my letters to England, from 
Gorlitz, and the commandant showed me 

N 2 
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his instru(itions to set mc at libef£y ; inform- 
ing me at the same time^ that a waggon 
would be ready next morning to carry me 
to Reichenbach. On my return across the 
square^ I found my new friends^ the priso- 
ners of war, assembled together. They had 
heard of my having obtained my liberty, and 
now welcomed me with cheers and congra- 
tulations. I was locked up for the last time 
with my two companions in misfortune, who 
seemed divided between joy and sorrow for 
my approaching departure. They could not 
but be happy on my account that I was free; 
but the loss of a companion in so small t 
circle was also heavy for those^who remain- 
ed. I could not sleep all night. Early in 
the morning I was ready to set off. I break- 
fasted with Captain Perregaux and his com* 
rades^ the first meal which I had taken, 
free from being under guard, for eleven weeks* 
Previous to my departure, I obtained, from 
the commandant the liberty of going round 
the fortress, from the summit of which the 
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views are extensive and grand. To the south 
are the mountains of Moravia and Bohemia ; 
whikt on the other quarters the view ex- 
tends over a great part of Silesia^ to Lusace^ 
and even, it is said^ to the borders of Saxony. 
The fortress itself stands on the summit of a 
i:idge of hills, towards their termination to 
tlie eastward* The body of the place ap- 
peared to me small in comparison with its 
outworks, especially an extensive hornwork 
on the ridge of a hill. The ditch is cut in 
the solid gneiss rock, which also in many 
places constitutes part of the walls them- 
selves. It is truly a fortress founded on a • 
rock. There are bomb-proof casemattes for 
sheltering two thousand four hundred men; 
but their dampness and darkness render the 
greater part of them unwholesome d^ngeons^ 
which are never used but in cases of neces- 
sity. There is-also stabling for four or five hun- 
4]red horses, all bomb-proof. Placed on these 
heights where one sees around nothing but 
mountains and forests, the fortress of Silbei^ 
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berg is an object of interest. It appears a« 
if, in a difierent state of society, a man poc-* 
sessing such a situation might act the part 
of a mountain chief on a great sca/e, and 
descend to ravage with inq>UBity the plains 
below. Yet^ however strong, and however 
important it may be as a fortress in Sitesia, 
it will not long excite the attention of one 
who ha^ seen the mighty works of Gibraltar 
and Malta, 

But now the hour of my departure was 
arrived ; the light waggon appeared iu the 
square^ and my fellow-prisoners were assem^ 
bled to bid me iarewelL Tlie Lady of the 
commandant presented me with a bunch of 
flowers ; my two comrades took me round llie 
neck and kissed me, before I was aware that 
such was the mode of their country; and 2j6« 
febre shed tears. The idea of my Kberty 
did not prevent my being affected with these 
proofs of regard. But already the driver 
had repeatedly urged our departure, and I 
mounted the vehicle. At cmce al) iwn^ 



FAOl^ 8IJLB£RBXRG# 182 

were waved^ and Qvevy voice pronounced 
^eu« In an instant we were under the 
^chway, and I heard again the hollow 
trampling of the horses over the draw- 
bridge- As we parsed, I looked down foi; 
th^ last time in to. the ditch, where I h^f^ 
spent so many melancholy hours ; but soo^ 
my attention was called off to the beaut;iful 
prospect spread out beneath me. With joy 
I descended into the plains^ The town of 
Silberherg was now quiet, and, compared 
with its former tumult, appeared as if dor 
serted on every side. The fields of barley, 
which were green when I entered, were now 
yellow and ripe for the sickle. The change 
was to me striking, sudden, and somewhat 
melancholy; serving as a fresh memorial of 
the continual lapse of time. We passed 
through several villages, but met scarcely 
any body on our road, except a few wan-, 
dering Cossacks looking for forage. By de- 
grees the spires of Reichenbach appeared in 
view^ previous to entering which;, however, 
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we stopped at a small place where the chief 
office of the Police was established^ and 
where my pass was exhibited. I met here 
the same person who had examined me at 
Gorlitz. At sight of me his face grew red ; 
but he ojBTered neither apology nor congratula- 
tion ; confining himself to the common civi- 
lities of his office. I afl^ted in like manner 
to treat him as a person whom I had never 
seen before^ and departed without saying a 
word. In another quarter of an hour ifc 
arrived at Reichenbach, 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Jieichenbach. '^Russian Guards.'-^Meeting 
of the two Monarch^. — Route to Berlin. 

I FOUND at Reichenbach Captain Du- 
' ring, the Aid-de-camp of Sir Charles Stew- 
art, who had visited me in Silberberg. After 
many fruitless attempts, to procure a room, 
he assigned to me the apartment of an £n« 
glish Captain, who was likely to be absent 
during the short period of my stay* It was 
here that I first enjoyed, after so long an 
interval, the luxury of being alone, I was 
without a companion and without a guard. 
Those dnly who have felt the irksomeness of 
being for eleven weeks subjected to the con* 
stant observation of others, can tell how great 
a relief this was; I still trembled, however^ 
lest some new order of arrest might be is- 
sued against me, and rose repeatedly to s^s«« 
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certain that the door was not locked. I dined 
at freedom. At night I saw the moon and 
the starry heaven. Twice the moon had 
filled and waned without my beholding it. 
Her pale light descended into the bottom 
of the ditch> and illuminated thei c^^ypoaite 
walls ; and in the stillness of the nigfat I 
used oflen to rise and contemplate it. But 
the bright orb itself was hid from my sight 
by the depth of the arched window^ - ^nd 
by iron banu At Reichenbach I stood in 
the centre of the great square^ and saw bar 
vide sublime among the clouds. How msf* 
nificent a spectacle ! 

Reichenbach being head-quarters, the mi- 
litary duty was performed by the Russian 
guards^ of whom about two hundred assent 
bled here every morning, from various jNirts 
in the neighbourhood. I was exceedingly 
struck with the appearance of these meni 
undoubtedly the finest body in Eufc^)^ 
Their uniformity was not confined ta their 
dress^ and accoutrements merely^ but es^ 
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tended also to their countenances, whick alt 
bore what may be called a&mily resemblance^ 
This gave to them a degree Jbf interest 
which I hsdve never seen in any other troops 
Their air was highly military ; yet withofiii 
that haughtiness whicli the French alfecfl; 
Here the pride of military courage was evi^ 
detitly tempered by the past expwience of 
great hflH*d«hips^ and by a patience to sub^ 
mil to thein, equal to a ireadiness fer t»^ving 
dangers. Their hsrdy habits were evinced 
by their sleeping out in the open air updtt 
the stones, without even a little straw be^ 
neath them, The season to be sui^ ren- 
dered this at present no particular incon* 
venien^e, yet I believe that few other Ea»- 
ropeans, in the same situation. Would have 
chosen the street in pref^ence to^e ad- 
jo«iing guard4iouse. Every thing in short, 
in these troqps, showed the perfection cC 
military discipline, founded upon mate^ 
rials of the vfery best Kind, Thty are the 
dislight of their Emperor, who indeed haa 
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taken great pains to form them. He is for 
ever reviewing, parading, inspecting them. 
Poes he see a man among his other regi- 
ments with whose appearance he is pleased } 
He orders him directly into his guards. In 
inspecting his guards, does one strike him 
as being any ways inferior to the rest in 
point of appearance ? He is sent to min|^e 
with the troops of the Une. This conftant 
attention on the part of the Sovereign, joiaed 
to the uncontrolled command of a vast po* 
pulation^ easily accounts for the superior 
appearance of the Russian guards. It is fagr 
no means singular^ that out of so many mit* 
lions^ forty thousand men should be seleoted^ 
who at once fix the attention of all who be^ 
hold them. 

Were it my piDvince, I should here no- 
tice the Red Cossacks of the guard, «]so 
stationed in and near Reichenbach, and un- 
questionably the most formidable body of 
lancers in Europe, They are all chosen 
men ; their red jackets sitting close to their 
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bodies give them an unincumbered look^ 
and they wield their long lances with incon^ 
ceivable strength and dexterity. But an ac- 
count of the different description of Russian 
troops having been already given to the 
world, I shall now confine myself more 
strictly to the purpose of my narrative. 

In the answers which I had received from 
£ngland to my letters, it was intimated, 
that should I choose to caU again upon Lord 
j!I!athcart I might trust to receiving a more 
hospitable reception than I had at first expe- 
rienced. I still felt, however, such a mi:8;t|ire 
of indignation and contempt for the caus^ 
that had led to my imprisonment, that I de- 
clined the dangerous honour. I found indeed 
that his private secretary, Mr. Werry, with 
whose family I had been acquainted in 
jSmy ma and Malta, h^d repeatedly offered, 
during my imprisoniiient, to ride over to Sil- 
berberg and identify me ; but had never been 
permitted by his Lordship. The knowledge 
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of this circumstance^ however, was not n0« 
cessaiy to influence my determination. 

Two days afterwards I learned, that an 
English messenger was ahout to be sent off 
to Berlin, and that the opportunity would 
be favourable for my accompanying him. I 
lost no time in making my arrangements^ 
and it was agreed that we should travel to- 
gether. On the evening of the 2d of Au- 
gust, having waited half the day for the dis- 
patches, my portmanteau was already hi tii6 
carriage, when he arrived with his mails in 
some trepidation, and informed me that hiM 
Lordship had prohibited his taking any pef* 
son with him. I was therefore obliged <d 
take out my portmanteau, and see hiffr art 
off alone, whilst I remained three days len^ 
ger. I had thus ample time for seeing the 
town and its environs. Reichenbacb is ^sur- 
rounded by an ancient double wall, the iiin» 
of which has low round towers, at short iii« 
tervals. Without these waUs 4s a ditcb^ 
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knA then a rampart of earthy nearly entire, 
with the remains of an exterior ditch. The 
general form of the whole appears nearly 
circular. Towards Schweidenitz, the spires 
of which are visible from Reichenfoach> 
the country is open and level, or diversi- 
fied only by gentle elevations ; but to the 
south-west is a rapid descent, terminating 
in a broad and flat valley, which separates 
the height and plains of Reichenbach Gep&i 
the first mountain range of this part of Gier^ 
many. The view of this chain which w^ 
behold at once^ from the bai^to the summit, 
and clothed in many parts with forests, is 
highly interesting. At the bottom of the 
descent, and about three or four hundred 
yards from Reichenbach is the village ol 
Ermsdorf, mingled with trees, and havii^ 
a small stream of water running through it^ 
Here were the English head-quaiters. The 
residence of the Emperor was in a large 
building at Peterswalda, a village across the 
flat valley,, and near the foot of the moun- 
2 
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tains. The old church of Reichenbach scPm^ 
what resembles that of Luckau^ in its ex- 
terior form ; but the two others are of more 
modern architecture, especially that near the 
gate towards Schweidenitz« In the interior 
of these churches^ and in the town itself, I 
saw nothing worthy of remarks On Sunday^ 
Catiiolic service was performed at the cathe- 
dral, and I witnessed with pleasure the de- 
v6tion displayed by a number of Prussian 
soldiers, who were assembled on the occa^ 
sion. 

The day after my disappointment, an En^ 
glish gentleman bound homewards was ^i- 
troduced to me, and we agreed to travel to^ 
gcther, at least, as far as Berlin. The en- 
suing day was spent in procuring our pass- 
ports, and in visiting Pcterswalda. On the 
5th of August, we left Reichenbach, about 
four o'clock in the afternoon. We travelled 
for about ten miles over a continually un* 
even country to Nimptsch, which I saw 
now with very different feelings, and under 

G 
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treiy different circumstances than when I 
passed through it on my way to Silberberg. 
The principal street was now Uned with 
Russian guards, and the number of inhabit 
tants collected and looking out of the win- 
dows announced something extraordinary. 
We soon learnt that the Emperor Alexander 
was in the town, and the King of Prussia 
expected to arrive every moment. We had 
not accordingly waited above ten minutes 
when his carriage drove up. The Emperor 
was in waiting to receive him, and we saw 
the two Monarchs embrace. The tall thin 
figure of the King of Prussia, and his miliar 
tary air, contrast with the mild countenance 
and plump person of the Emperor, upon 
'whose head the hair begins ali^dy to be 
thinly scattered. Pleased with having been 
such near witnesses of this interview, we 
continued our journey about half-past six in 
a small waggon, which gave us hardly room 
to stretch out our limbs. The road as before 
^as over a continued succession of bill $uui 

O 
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dale^ until from the last heights we saw the 
plains of Brealau^ and the fertile countiy wa<r 
liered by the Oder, spread out beoeath us 
Kke the sea* Here I turned and took a Jast 
Tiew of the fortress of Silberberg, still vium 
ble behind us on the summit of the mountains^ 
As it became dark, we noticed before us a to^ 
himn of flame and smoke^ and soon passed 
thrqugh a village on fire, where the inludbi- 
tants^ being wholly unprovided with enginiea^ 
stood looking on in silent despair, or vainly 
endeavoured to stop the progress of the flazoes, 
by throwing on a few buckets of water 
drawn from the common pond. About tea 
we reached Strehlen, a considerable town^ 
where General Blucher had now his head* 
quarters^ and in consequence we with somt 
difficulty procured lodgings for the lught* 
The moon bhone with great clearness, .aa^ 
we flattered ourselves with the hopes of hor* 
ing fine weather t6 pursue our journey ^ but 
the morning dawned with heavy rain, which 
had scarcely ceased at eight o'clodCf wiieo 
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we took our departure. We proceeded about 
fifteen miles over an open and uhinterestii^ 
country to Ohlau^ a poor town situated oi> 
a river of the same name^ near its junction 
with the Oder^ and seemingly decayed from 
its former splendour. Here the church towA? 
h^d still that approach to the eastern forms'^ 
which I had first noticed at Calau^ and 
which is evidently not of Gothic cmgim 
About eleven o'clock, from a gallery high 
up on the tower, a boy came forth with 
a trumpet and blew towards the diSkreot 
quarters, a custom of which the idea bw 
{Perhaps been' taken from the Turks, who 
tlius cry aloud the hours of prayer. At 
twelve we set off, and soon crossed' liie Oder 
on a temporary bridge of boats, the former 
oiie having been mostly destroyed by the 
French in their retreat from Russia. We 
were obliged to make this detour, and cross to 
the right bank of the Oder, on acckmnt cf ^be 
positions of the different annies, and all ac- 
cess to Breslau being proybited* SVovr 

o 2 
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Ohiau the road was bad for the greater part 
of the way, through woods and marshes, a 
distance of eighteen miles to Oels^ a neat 
little town ornamented with trees. On our 
road, we saw at no great distance to the left 
the spires of Breslau. The whole of this 
day the common dialect of the peastots was 
Sclavonic. Every where they were mowing 
emd carting-in the harvest. The scythe with . 
a cradle was universally used, nor did I, ^ 
during my whole route, observe a single 
mckle employed in Germany. About six 
a'clock we left Oels, and after some time 
•jiicended rising grounds, whence we had 
partial views over the low country. About 
niiie we saw beneath us the lights of Treb- 
nitz, although that town also stands upon a 
height. We entered, passing by a large 
convent, and ascended the principal street 
by the light of the moon. Most of the 
houses were adorned in front with wooden 
piazzas, thus distinguishing Trebnitz fix>m 
all tlie other . towns through which we pas9- 

5 
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edi Here we slept, and were presented for 
$upper with an omelet in the Spanish 'fa- 
shion, and soup made of beer, a cognmon dish 
in Germany, to whicb^ however, I had yet 
^ some difficulty in accustoming myself. ^\Yc 
set off in the morning when day had scarcely 
yet dawned, and having passed two divisions 
pf Russian artillery posted near the town, 
descended into the plains. Continued and 
heavy showers prevented all extensive viewjs 
.of the country, which, however, appeared 
every where flat and uninteresting. A ride 
of eighteen miles brought us to Trac^en- 
berg, a poor place, offering nothing jyhat- 
ever to induce us to prolong our stay };)eyond 
the time necessary for procuring ^hor^ijs. 
The rain continued the greater part of the 
way to Herrenstadt, a tolerably j^§aj: but 
small town, where we arrived at njne^ after 
.passing through the skirts of a. fine wood. 
From this we set off in about an hour, .^na- 
veiling over a diversified country,, for.. ten 
miles to Guhrau, a small and tolerably neat 
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town^ the old church of which bears som6 
resemblance in its architecture to that of 
Luckau^ the windows being long, narrow, 
atid contiguous, and divided extenuUy by 
t>uttresse8. Here our passports were stricdy 
ejcamined by a young Russian commandant, 
the only officer whom we had met with 
that seemed at all disposed to display, per- 
flaps rather too ostentatiously, his ^^ litilt 
brief authority.** We were suffered how^ 
ever to set off before one, and having tra- 
velled about seventeen miles over a pleamnt 
country reached Guhlau^ a miserable scat^ 
tered village, with a poor church. On the 
left we had a fine view of Glogau, close on 
the Oder, and now occupied by a Fretteh 
garrison. The road had been mostly through 
deep sands, and the rain occasionally very 
heavy, against which the open viraggons of 
the country afford no protection. 'Rie trA- 
veller unprovided with a carriage of his dWn 
must trust entirely to his cloak for shdter 
from the wet, and my Spanish plaid Was 



Weil tried ill these heavy shdWet^, whicl^ 
Beemed to riral those which £dl in moa» 
tftinous countries. 

We left Gohlau before six, and were u^ 
wardf of fivi h(»irs in travelling about m^ 
Venteen inile^> over rosaid^ of sand and w^ 
4er, and through forests, to Kontop, a smatt 
place, which I learnt General Stewart had 
^quitted only an hour before, on his way to 
head-quarters. Here in a large kitcheliL 
which was already pretty well occupiec^ 
we sl^t upon some straw,, and were obliged 
for want of horses to delay iOur departure 
4iU seven the next morning* Our rosd was 
at first oiMir^Saiids^ btvt we^ gnuduially reiK^h^ 
small elevations,, whicl^ however,^ affiarded 
views of no great interest 

Having passed the Ober^. a small stream 
which &I1& into the Od^^ we reached Zvi- 
lichau^ a neat aiod seemmgly ^ourkfaia^ 
town, ccHitatning sevea or ^ e^fht thousand 
inhabitants^ Hje great aqvore was full df 
4)aggage, among whicb w« 4aotiMd many 
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cases of Hussar saddles and eqoipmeiits 
from England^ as we saw by the marks. 
Whilst we stopped, a choir df boys collected 
before our door^ and forming a circle with a 
director in the middle, armed with a roll 
of paper, they sung several beautiful German 
airs in parts. These choirs are regular cs^- 
tabiishments in many parts of Germany, 
particularly in Berlin. The boys are fire* 
quently taken from those who are in the col- 
leges, and are well instructed in mlisic at the 
expense of the individuals who delight inform* 
ing these kind of musical societies. On par* 
ticular days they assemble and sing before 
the doors of their benefactors ; and the pub- 
lic and the passing stranger have the benefit 
of these institutions. 

We left Zullichau before two o'clock, and 
jiursued our journey for ten or twelve milcg/ 
chiefly through sands and pine woods, to a 
miserable hamlet where we changed hones. 
Soon after quitting this we cleared the woods, 
and found ourselves near the Oder, which 
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bere rolled along a broad ami rapid streamy 
deeply coloured by the late rains. We then 
gradually ascended, and continued along the 
ridge for some time^ when we made a steep 
descent to the left^ and crossed the Oder by 
a wooden bridge, not yet completed, to 
Crossen, on the left bank. The former 
bridge had been destroyed by the French. 
Crossen itself isaconsiderabletown, appearing 
the largest except Breslau which I had seeu 
since quitting Berlin. Every thing here, 
even nK)re than at ZuUichau, bore the ap- 
pearance o£ thriving and activi^, and as if 
modern improvements had been grafted pn ^ 
town of venerable antiquity. The frequent re- 
currence of bushes suspended before the dpprs 
was a sign of relief to the thirsty traveller; 
and the barbers' poles, with bunches of shav- 
ings at the end of them, denoted a practical 
piin, equally applicable in the German and 
English languages. For my c<mipanion the 
hotel of the City of London,, a new and ex- 
tensive establishment, jformed an object of ir- 
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pesislible attractioD, and we partoc4c then 
of oar fiivourite refreshment of coffee in its 
usual perfection. After some ddaj, having 
again procured horses we re^crosaed the 
Oder, and remounted the steep ascent on the 
other side. The banks of the river opposite 
Crossen are bigh^ and well covered with 
trees and bushes^ which extend ddwn to 
the water's edge, and give to the vieir « n'di 
appearance. Our road was now over high 
grounds^ from which we had ezteniive 
prospects of the wooded country, cosfttwned 
between the line on which we were tniV^ 
ling from Crossen to Frankfort, and 4be 
curve formed by the Oder between these tm 
cities. Darkness overtook us before we 
reached Ziebingen, a distance of sixteen W 
seventeen miles, and where we did not-af« 
rive until midnight. 

In passing a wood we heard the criea and 
the challenges of sentinels^ which showed that 
we were crossing the cordon formed here by 
the Prussian troops, and that die Freiwh 
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were at no great distance. In fact^ their ad- 
vanced posts were only a few miles off^ close 
on the other side of the Oder. Ziebin^a 
is a poor and scattered village^ yet fumisli' 
mg^ we were informed^ two hundred men to 
the Landwehr. Here we were obliged to 
wait more, than two hours for horses^ and^ 
not being able to obtain beds^ were faiti 
to content ourselves with a little straw^ On 
which we slept in our open waggon. Day 
broke soon after our departure^ and we gra- 
dually a{^roached the Oder, in the bed of 
trhidi were scattered small islands or banks 
of graveL As the morning advanced w^ 
beheld Frankfort before us, close upon the 
Oder, and with signs of cultivation all around. 
It has but few church towers^ and ther^i^re 
makes an appearance rather less striking 
than we ire led to expect in a eity of such 
considerable celebrity. Here, laa ift Crossen^ 
the bridge had been burnt by the Frendi, 
as was attested by some of the black and 
hdf^chamed remains^ which rote above 4fae 
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stream. A new bridge, however, \*ras ah 
ready construsted on the ruins of the oId| 
and we passed over sounding beams of oak. 
At six in the morning all was yet quiet in 
Frankfort, and the servants of the inns bad 
scarcely begun to move ; but in an hoiir all 
was ready for our departure, and having 
breakfasted we again set out. At the out- 
skirts of the town were some slight worla 
recently constructed for defence ; but po- . 
thing that appeared capable of stopping for 
an hour a powerful army. We travelled 

for more than twenty^ miles over an excel- 
lent road, but through an open and unb- 
teresting country, to Munchenberg, a toivn 
evidently in decay. Empty streets, rows of 
houses deserted, the church tower cracked 
half-way down, the windows broken, and the 
church itself filled with hay, all indicated 
that whatever glory Munchenberg had once 
possessed was now nearly passed away. 
We quitted this melancholy place as soonas 
possible, travelling as before on an excellent 
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road, through a bare country, for about eigh- 
teen miles to Vogelsdorf. Before reaching 
this village we pass a fine lake of three or 
four miles in extent, over one end of which 
the causeway seems to have beea carried. 
Some boors were conducting in great tri- 
umph four French hussars, whom they had 
taken prisoners the preceding day, in a vil- 
lage not far from Frankfort. They had 
passed the line of neutrality fixed by the ar- 
mistice, and had come into the village with 
the intention of plundering ; but the inha- 
bitants armed with pikes soon assembled, and 
secured them after a short resistance. They 
were all young men, and being gaily dressed 
formed a contrast not a little striking with 
the rough and ragged peasants who were 
conducting them. 

From Vogelsdorf to Berlin is a distance of 
about fourteen miles, along an excellent road, 
for the most part bordered on each side with 
rows of trees. As the latter part is per- 
fectly straight, we behold at the end rf a 
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long avenue a church spire^ and by degrees 
iome of the first buildings of the metropolis. 
This approach is justly reckoned one of the 
most beautiful round Berlin ; but the FSrank* 
fori gate^ which terminates it^ by no means 
corresponds with its magnificence. Here our 
^^SS^ ^^^ slightly searched^ and I soon 
found myself once more in my old quartm* 
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> 

JBtrUn* — General Mortau. —• Spandmu.^'-^ 

Potsiam."-^ Sans-Souci.'-^BcrnadoHt.^^ 
Route to Stratstmd. 

X HRCC or four days' farther residence in 
BerKn served only to strengthen die imprea* 
$ions which I had at first received of the ele« 
gance of this city. The civility of Sir Ro- 
bert Wilson^ whom I ^had seen at Reichen* 
bach, had furnished me with a letter to 
General L'Estock, the military governor 
of Berlin, and I was willing to avail my- 
self of this means, for procuring an in- 
troduction to the inner court of the Arsena^ 
the description of which had so much ex- 
cited my curiosity. His perpetual occupt* 
tions however did not permit of my intrudi- 
ing so far, and I was obliged to rest con- 
tented with what I had beard and read c^ 
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it. By way of consolation, I had an oppor- 

tanity of seeing General Moreau, who, on 
the morning of the 11th, I learnt was 
about to quit Berlin, where he had arrived 
the preceding evening* I repaired to the 
Kussian hotels where a crowd, not however 
very numerous, was already assembled. 
After waiting upwards of an hour I saif 
him descend the stairs, and enter the open 
landau which was in readiness for hiob 
where he sat for some little time close to me. 
In the first carriage were some of the great 
milifaiy officers cyf Bertin, richFy dreMcd, 

who had come to pay him honour. He 
alone of all the party was plainly clothed, 
and in his whole appearance had very much 
the air of an English farmer. His coun- 
tenance, rather swarthy, had in it nothing 
striking, and he kept his eyes a little 
downcast, so that it was difficult to catch 
their expression. In departing he took off 
his hat to the surrounding multitude, and 
displayed a broad forehead^ over which were 
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drawn a few thinly scattered hairs. I was 
struck with this spectacle, which showed me, 
under such singular circumstances, one of 
the great men of the revolution alrcady 
marked by the hand of time ; and I should 
have been still more deeply affected, could I 
l^ave foreseen that he was so nearly approach- 
ing the termination of his earthly career. 
On the afternoon of the same day I visited 
Spandau, distant from Berlin abont ten 
miles to the north-west, and the occupation 
c^ which by the French had k>»g kept the 
inhabitants in check. 

We passed through Charlottenberg, aneat 
little town in the sandy plains,, five milea 
from Berlin, surrounded and mised widi 
trees. It is tjie favourite residence of the 
King of Prussia, and greatly resorted to by 
parties of pleakire from the metropolis. Im« 
mediately after passing it we ascend soma 
low heights, which serve, however, to give 
a tolerably extensive view ov^ the flat 
country near Berlin. As wt i|ipiMKdi Spa^ 
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dau^ we are shown the spots occupied by 
the besieging batteries^ and near one of 
tliem^ a httle to the right of the road^ the 
grave of the Prussian artillery-man, who, 
they tell you, contributed materially to the 
speedy reduction of the place. As he set 
fire to his mortar, *^ Here goes/' said he, 
^' for the powder-magazine." Fortune fa- 
voured him, and in a few seconds a tre^ 
mendous explosion, which laid one half of 
the town in ruins, announced tKat the shell 
had performed its erraod; Already he waft 
considered as an extraordinary man by his 
comrades, and prognostics were formed of 
his future greatness, when, in an evil hour, 
he determined again to show his dexterity 
or his good fortune. Elate with past success, 
" Here goes again," said he, ^^ for the other 
magazine." But scarcely had he spoken, 
when a cannon-ball ontered the embrasure, 
and carried off his head. He was buried by 
his comrades on the spot where he fell; 
and the travellw on the hanks of the Spree 
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Will, no doubt, long be shown tlie artillery- 
man's grave. 

Spandau is situated at the junction of the 
Spree and the Havel, tw6 streams, which 
have here about the width and appearance of 
the Lea neaf London. Scarcely had we 
Crossed the wooden bridge, which opened in 
the middle for the passage of large barges, 
and entered the town, when we saw on every 
side a strikipg picture of the evils of war. 
Whole streets in ruins, houses half fallen, 
unroofed, or cracked from top to bottom; 
and heaps of brick and stone mixed with 
half-burned beams, showed us rather th<J 
ruins of Spandau than Spandau itself. The 
citadel is in the form of a square, with foiftf 
bastions, surrounded by a broad ditch, the 
whole built with brick, and about forty feet 
high. The face of one of the bastions had 
been thrown down by the explosion of the 
magazine, and a number of workmen were 
now busily employed in repairing it A 
hard thing for a nation to be thus obliged to 
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attack and destroy its own towns and for- 
tresses* 

Having now seen the ruins of a town be- 
sieged^ we devoted another day to risit the 
&vourite residence of the great Frederickj 
for which purpose we -set off early in the 
morning for Potsdam^ a distance of about 
eighteen miles. The country on both sides 
is in general poor and sandy, but the road 
is excellent the whole way/ and bordered 
with poplars, many x)f which have attained 
a bulk and height which I had never before 
seen in that species of tree. Before entering 
^otsdam we cross, on a wooden bridge, a 
lake formed by the Havel, on which the 
town stands. The waters being low, the 
banks of this lake sent forth an offensive 
smell, and which cannot but be unwholsome 
for the neighbouring inhabitants. Potsdam 
itself, although not large, is one of the hand- 
somest towns in Prussia, being built accord- 
ing to a regular plan furnished, or approved 
of, by Frederick himself. A canal from the 
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Havel, the sides of which are feced with 
stone, flows through the main street, and id 
crossed by seven or eight bridges of stone. 
From the want of current, however, th^ 
water has a green and stagnant appearance, 
and makes a greater ornament in description 
than in reality. The streets are wide and 
regular, and the houses lofty, and built so 
as to resemble stone. No fault caii be found 
with the exterior of the city, yet there isf ad 
air of dulness pervading the whole, which 
IS poorly compensated by handsome build- 
ings. Potsdam, like many other artificial 
establishments, seems to languish since the 
death of its great embellisher. It was al- 
ready known as a city under the Sola* 
^nic name of Potzdupimi, eight hundred 
years ago, and might have slowly partaken 
of the general improvement of Europe^ 
But the partiality of Frederick suddenly 
pushed it beyond the natural bounds as- 
signed by its commerce and resources. He 
invited families to come and settle there, 



>vho had no other motives to induce them 
]>ut his invitation ; and gave away houses 
without being able to give ^ny permanent 
and useful employment to those who were to 
i|ihabit them. Hence, Potsdam is, upou the 
yvhole, a collection pf line houses and poo^ 
citizens, au^ exhibits scarcely apy appear- 
ance of cheerfulness or activity. Perhaps; 
no men have been more generally unsucess- 
|ul, or unskilful in their plans^ than the 
ivould-be foun4ers of great cities. Except 
Alexander the Great, and William Penn, how 

few have left durable memorials of the j^str 
pess of their designs. 

The environs of Potsdam 5^re handsome, 
there being generally avenues of fine trees 
leading to the gates of the town. We passe4 
along one of these avenues formed by oak 
and. elm trees, and reached the palace of 
3ans Souci, the favourite residence of Fre- 
derick the Second. It is a building of but 
a single story high, ornamented on one side 
by figures, and on the other by a handsomt 
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colonnade of eighty^eight columns, forming 
% semi-circk. Bsfore entering it we were 
shown tb^ tomb-stones of eleven of the 
Monarches favourite dogs, with their names 
engraved upon them, but no further memo* 
rial of their virtues. It would, perhaps, be 
difficult to analyse the impression made by 
these grave-stones, which indeed will de- 
pend greatly upon the previous opinions or 
prejudices of the individual. Some will 
behold in them a just, though unusual tri* 
bute to the memory of an animal always 
faithful to the human race, whilst others 
will attribute them to the well-known senti- 
ment of the monarch, that man himself is 
to be classed only with " the brutes that 
perish.'* 

From the burial place of the dogs, we 
pass to what was once the habitation of their 
master. We behold the room where Fre- 
derick ate, the sofa on which he sat, still 
stained with spots of snuffy the libra^ 
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where he studied, long speciinaiit ol his 
writing, the very books which he read, the 
chamber wherein he died. - Whatever inay 
be our opinions of the man, it is impossible 
to view these objects without emotion; 
Those who show the palace remember him 
perfectly ; they have talked with him, have 
seen him in his daily habits, and relate to 
you little anecdotes of his private life* You 
are thus carried back to the great events of 
the middle of the last century, by almoist 
touching, as it were, the person who had the 
principal share in producing them. How 
plain i^.the connection between the age ot 
Frederick and that in which we live. If his 
unjust wars and successful ambition pro^ 
cured him the name of Great, it is in the 
nature of the human mind that the succeedr 
ing age should produce a Bonaparte. ThQ 
philosophy, as it has been called, {proh 
ptidor!) of Sans Souci, is the philosophy of 
the revolution.; and the monarch only set 
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the example which has been followed by the 
multitude, of unbounded profligacy and 
-unprincipled ambition. 

The last book perused in the library byf ,, 
Frederick was Puysegur on the Art of Waty^ " 
and still remains out of the case for inspec- 
tion. Yet it must be owned, that he had 
other tastes than those of a mere warrior^ ^n^ 

of which the gallery of picturies attached td 
Sans Souci, is alone a sufficient proof. 
Before the building are eighteen marble 
statues, representing the Arts and Sciences^ 
but not possessed of any striking merit. 
The great hall, or gallery, is upwards of 
tw6 hundred and sixty feet in length, and 
thirty-five in breadth, handsomely paved 
with different coloured marbles. Over the 
inside of the doors, at each end, are two 
beautiful antique bas-reliefs, dug up near 
Rome, one of which contains fourteen 
Bacchanalian figures, mostly in an admirable^ 
state of preservation. The pictures are ar--' 
ranged along one side of the gallery only. 
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opposite to the light; and here, as some 
years ago at Portici^ I had reason to reg^t 
the blank spaces left by the removal of se- 
veral of the finest paintings to Paris. There 
still remained^ however^ some of th^ miurt;er^ 
pieces of Reubens^ Titian^ and Vandyke andj 
among others^ two beautiful cabipet paint-^ 
ings upon gold^ in one of which the eflfect 
produced by the metal shining tbroug/i the 
colours is altogether magical. The roan 
who shows the gallery is himself a painter, 
and^ with a pardonable partiality, has hung 
up some of his own productions among the 
works of the great masters. He way a boy 
of humble parents about the palace, and 
being noticed by Frederick, was sent by 
him -to pursue his studies at Home, whei« 
he seems to have imbibed the taste which 
forms the principal characteristics of the 
present French school of painting. As I 
was admiring a picture of Teniers, ^^ You 
too," s^id he, " have an artist almost equal 
to him in your own country," He migh^ 
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perhaps have spared the doubt, but I w^s r^ 
joiced to find, that, notwithstanding all the 
impediments to intercourse whiph had sq 
long subsisted between England and the 
Continent, jthfe reputation of Wilkie had 
peached the ceijtre of Germany. 

At no great distance stapds the new San9 

iSpuci, a palace of which tjie general plan 

>vas formed by Frederick, who began it imr 

mediately after the peace in 1763, and 

^nished it in six years. Nei\rer, perhaps, was 

so n^agnificent a building completed in so 

short a time. It is of a reddish. colour^ thfe 

centre towards the gardens is three stories ii^ 

height, and the whole is adorned with pi-? 

lasters and statues, of which last there are 

upwards oJP three hundred. Being formed 

pf a soft sand-stone they are already very 

I^QUch decayed, and their number appears a 

load rather than an ornament. From the 

pntrance hall we pass at once to the grottq^ 

a magnificent rooni, entirely covered with 

different kinds of shells^, inarbles, min^rals^ 
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and cdrals^ arranged in a variety 6f fbmid. 
It is divided by pillars and arcades, covered 
in the same manner^ and the floor being also 
of various marbles, the effect produced when 
well Kghted must be exceedingly brilliant. 
To many^ the sight of this hall of shells 
alone will amply repay the trouble of the 
journey from !6erlin. Besides this/ there 
are upwards of twenty rooms^ all containing 
something more or less remarkable. In ant 
we see .a remarkable number of antiques^ a 
second is ornamented with curtains of doth 
of gold^ presented by the Sultan Mustephi 
the Third, another contains specimens of 
the first porcelain vases^ fabricated atBerlin^ 
and others are hung with valuable paintingfv 
The most interesting of the whole, however, 
is the great marble hall, upwards of on^ 
hundred feet in length by sixty-five in 
breadth, and fifly in height. This hall, the 
most magnificent in Europe, fills the mind 
by its grandeur and just proportions. Wfe 
are astonished to find ourselves in ft room 
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much larger than most houses* The neigh-* 
bouring marble palace of Heiligensde^ which 
forms a square of seventy feet, might here 
almost find a place. Oiv the ceiling we be- 
hold the gods in full assembly^ and on tbo 
walls are four large paintings, each twenty- 
two feet in height by twenty-four in breadth, 
thus corresponding with the general propor- 
tions of the whole. Owing, however, to the 
rapidity with which the building was erected,*, 
the damp has already nearly destroyed one 
or two of the paintings. |n this huge apart** 
aient the chairs and marble tables appear, 
diminutive, and man himself becomes insig>» 
nificant compared even with the workman;^ 
ship of his own hands. 

From beholding the works of the great 
Frederick, as he is here every whwe called, 
we returned to Potsdatn to contemplate his^ 
tomb. It is in a church known by the namei 
of the Temple of the Court and Garrison, 
from the tower of which there is a fine 
view olrer the city and the surroui^iiBt^ 
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Country. iThe pulpit is of white and red 
marble^ and beneath it in a little kind of 
chamber aTe two coffins^ the one of Mack 
marble containing the body of FVederick 
William the First, and the other the remains 
of Frederick the Second. The last is in a kind 
of metal case, which gives a hollow sound 
when sh'ghtly struck. A little before his 
death he asked what o'clock it was, and 
when told, *^ Well then," said he, ^^ I am 
going to sleep." Here he rests without pomp. 
We put our hands upon the case containing 
the dust of what was once the great Frede- 
rick. Here Bonaparte is said to have passed 
some time in musing ; and here, at midnigfit, 
the Emperor of Russia to have sworn fidelity 
to the Prussian cause. The spot has been 
rendered illustrious by the Irving and the 
dead; and no traveller should come to 
Berlin without devoting a day to visit the 
palaces and the coffin of Frederick. 

As there were upwards of twenty thousand 
Prussian troops in, and near Berliny which 
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w^e daily exercised, I had frequent oppor- 
tunities of observing them. After seeing 
the Russian guards^ these soldiers^ once the 
models of Europe, can no longer in our ey^s 
claim the saine pre-eminence. Still, how-*^ 
ever, they appear to have all the requisites 
of first-rate troops, and, like Spain, have not 
perhaps so much declined in excellence, as 
other nations have made advances towards 
it. In general, they are superior in appear-; 
ance to the Russian regiments of the line. 
The spirit which animated them, I was in- 
formed, was excellent, which indeed was 
evidently the case throughout the whole 
couptly. Every where on the roads we 
had passed parties of the Landwehr in 
march, and in the midst of their greatest 
fatigues no murmur was ever heard. I was 
particularly surprised throughout the whole • 
of Silesia, at observing the ardour in the 
Prussian cause. It is a striking example^ 
how soon comparatively recent acquisitions . 
of territory become incorporated with the 
2 
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country which has conquered tbeoi^ where 
a similarity of language and mannas. ex- 
ists. 

As the armistice was drawing to a close^ 
and the circumstaaces which bad occurr^. 
did not permit me, as I could have wished^ 
to witness the great events which were hkely 
to mark its termination^ I quitted Berlin 
for Stralsund on the 13th of August, aqcom-- 
panied by the gentleman who had travelled 
with me from Reichenbach. To await the 
iienewal of hostilities in my situation wo^ld 
only have been to multiply the chances of 
inconvenience and delay in travelling, and 
in this point of view there was no time to 
be lost. About ten o'clock we jiassed 
through the Oranienburg gate, but. soon 
quitted the excellent causeway wbieh led 
from it^ and plunged into roads of ^lu^lupoii 
our right. The country continued every 
where sandy and uninteresting for ten or 
twelve miles, until, approaching OraQiepbufg^ 
we saw the white sails of barges movipg over 
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the plains to our left. These marked the 
course of the Havel, on the banks of which 
Oranienburg is situated, and which we 
soon after crossed by a draw-bridge. This 
town, although of no great extent, seems to 
have been formerly of some consequence, 
and the shell of a' lofty and magnificent 
square tower still remains close upon the 
river. The place was full of Swedish troops, 
it being now the head-quarters of the Crown 
Prince, whom we had an opportunity of 
seeing. He was sitting writing in a room 
on the ground floor, the window of which 
was open towards the street. In passing, I 
was immediately struck by the strong re^ 
semblance of his marked features to the por- 
traits which I had seen exhibited of him in 
London, and stopped to contemplate him. 
My companion, more curious, walked for 
some time backwards and forwards before 
the house, until Bernadotte arose, and 
coming towards the window, asked him 
what he wanted. *He answered that he 

Q 
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^as an Englishman, and that his sole mo« 
tive was the wish of seeing his Royal 
Highness. The Crown Prince seemed not 
displeased with this curiosityj and entering 
into conversation with him expressed his 
high opinion of the English nation, and 
particularly asked him if he was an officer, 
After some tin^e be slightly moved his head 
and withdrew. He appeared ^ tall and 
robust man, of a fresh complexion, with an 
expressive eye, j^nd a countenance marked 
with intelligence. As to his features I hav§ 
already observed, that the portraits generally 
exhibited in London bear a strong reseniV 
lance to him, 

I was highly gratified with the appearance 
of the Swedish troops, once the terror, and 
pride of the North, and still deserving thp 
highest commendations. Th^ men ap- 
peared almost uniformly heathy and ro- 
bust, and had something of an English 
look, which certainly did not lower them ii^ 
fny psteem. I was less pleased with thp 
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officers, who did not seem yet to have ac- 
quired the air of their profession, owing no 
doubt to the Httle acquaintance with war 
which Swedjgn has had for a century past. 
The experience of a single campaign will, 
I am convinced, add all that is yet wanted 
to complete their character as soldiers ; and 
Sweden, as far as her population will allow, 
niay again hold an honourable rank aijiong 
the military powers of Europe. 

The pleasure pf the interview with the 
Crown Prince was somewhat lessened by 
our being detained for want of horses till 
the evening. Even then we should not' 
have been able to proceed^ had not die com- 
mon post-waggon arrived, in which we de- 
termined to travel for a few stages* Our 
baggage being stowed in this ponderous, 
conveyance, we quitted Oranienburg about 
six o'clock, and proceeded again through 
Bands and pine woods to Zehdenick, where 
we did not arrive before two in the mornings 
, i&l though the distance be not above tiv.eQtjr 
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miles. The gate was shut, nor did we gain 
admittance until our postillion had long 
sounded his hoiii before the enchanted 
walls. The clear light of the moon enabled 
us to see that we were passing through a 
neat little town, which we had also an op- 
portunity of viewing by day-light, as we did 
not set off acrain till four o'clock. The road 
continued sandy and heavy for fourteen 
miles, to Templin, where we arrived at 
eight ; a poor town, with an old stone wall, 
and apparently the remains of a ditch. Here 
we got rid of the heavy post- waggon, and 
proceeded again as before in a lighter car- 
riage by ourselves. After traveUing for some 
time over a bare and open country, we pass- 
ed through a fine wood, principally of oak 
and elms, and then came to an open coun- 
try again with gentle elevations, from which 
we beheld Prentzlo at a distance, situated 
on the borders of a considerable lake, which 
extended from north to south. Its large old 
cathedral formed a conspicuous object^ as 
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also a curious round tower, apparently the 
remains of some ancient magnificent build- 
ing. Besides seven churches, it contains 
a public library, and about eight thousand 
inhabitants. Round Prentzlo are large fields 
of tobacco ; and the country appeared more 
fertile and better cultivated than any we had 
seen since leaving Berlin, or on the whole 
road from Hamburg to that city. The town 
itself is considerable, and has evidently been 
formerly of great importance. Here we 
were treated with much hospitality by the 
wife of the postmaster, who gave us 'some 
excellent coffee, 'and was lavish in her little 
acts of kindness to us as Englishmen. In 
her parlour was the portrait of Lord Wel- 
lington, occupying the post of honour in the 
centre, and surrounded by prints of Prus- 
sian and Russian Generals, together with 
hussars^ dragoons, Cossacks, and whatever 
was hostile to France. She also showed us 
with great exultation a letter which she had 
received from the Queen, acknowledging a 
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patriotic contribution made by the ladies of 
Prentzlo^ of their ear-rings^ necklaces^ and 
gold and silver ornaments* Similar sacri* 
iices have been boasted of in the Roman 
matrons of antiquity, and I trust the Prus- 
sian ladies of the present day will not be 
defrauded of the honour so justly due ta 
tliem. 

We quitted Prentzlo much pleased writb 
the patriotic feelings of the inhabitants, and 
with the good-will expressed towards our 
country. Along the greater part of our road- 
to the left wa» a broad, green, and per- 
fectly flat valley, bearing every mark of hav- 
ing been formerly the bottom of an exten^ 
sive lake, now shrunk within the narrower 
limits of that near Prentzlo. Perhaps it 
extended to Pasewalk, the place td which we 
were bound, distant about sixteen-miles, and 
which then formed a rival city at the other ex- 
tremity of^the lake. A few miles on I observed 
a succession of curious barrows, almost equal 
in size to those near the plains of Troy 5 



and the neighbouring ground bore in many 
places the appearance of ancient entrench- 
ments. They were the first I had seen 
during my whole journey, and they, toge- 
ther with the surrounding country, struck 
me the more, as I had expected that our 
approach to the coast would be marked only 
by increasing dulness, sand, and sterility. 
Pasewalk is by no means so considerable of 
30 neat a town as Prentzlo. We found how- 
ever, as usual, old walls and arched gate- 
ways, which we passed for the first time 
without being stunned by the horn of our 
postillion, although one dangled "from his 
neck ; a phenomenon which I imagine it 
will fall -to the lot of but few travellers in 
Germany to record. Thrice he applied it to 
his lips as if about to give breath to the 
sounding brass ; and as often were we agree- 
ably deceived in seeing it replaced without 
even a murmur. We puzzled ourselves in 
vain to account for this moderation, until 
being arrived at the inn, we ventured to in- 
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quire into the cause^ and found to our great, 
joy that the trumpet was cracked ; a fate 
which we lieartily wished might attend all 
those which we were still destined to encoun- 
ter. 

Having refreshed ourselves at Pasewalk 
we set oft' at nine along a tolerable paved 
road ; but continued nearly in darkness un- 
til the moon rose, and we found ourselves in 
the middle of a forest of oaks, where the yel- 
low light breaking through amongst the 
trees, seemed to give existence to gigautic 
forms dimly seen in the deep shades. About 
one in the morning we arrived at a miserable 
house where we halted for an hour, and then 
continued our journey over an uniform, flat> 
and sandy country to Anclam, the last town 
on the borders of the Prussian territories, 
and where -we arrived about seven o'clock.. 
On our right wc beheld the inlet from 
the Baltic, called the IlafF, into which the 
Oder empties itself ; and before us the masts 
of small vessels, marking the mouth of the 
1 



u 



ANCLAM. 23^ 

river Peene. near which Anclam stands. 
The town is neat and tolerably large, con- 
taining a population of about four thousand 
souls ; but it being Sunday when we arrived, 
we could not j udge of its general activity or 
commerce. Here our passports and baggage 
were examined, and we procured the ne- 
cessary papers for entering the Swedish 
territory, as well as the money of that coun- 
try in exchange for our Prussian coin. At 
nine we set off, and, having soon passed the 
Peene, found ourselves in Swedish Pomera- 
nia ; a change which was marked only by a 
guard of a few old soldiers, who slightly 
examined our passports. We observed no- 
thing for some time in the manners or ap- 
pearance of the people, to^ denote a race 
different from that which we had lately seen ; 
but the country seemed generally to improve 
as we approached the coast, and certainly to 
be superior to that round Beijin. 

This day, as near Prentzlo^ we continued 
to see fields of tobacco, now in yellow flower. 
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growing near corn, and the pcasantt'wdfk- 
ing in the fields, a want of regard to the 
sabbath which I had not expected to wit- 
ness here* The corn being mostly cut down, 
and the weather having been wet, their pas-' 
tors no doubt had given them permission to 
improve every fair interval for collecting and 
carrying home the harvest. By degrees we 
began to .observe that the farms seemed 
upon a larger scale than those in the greater 
part of Prussia, the houses being more sub- 
stantially built, and having about them 
a number of oiit-houses and stacks of 
corn. In their appearance they resembled 
the farm-houses which I had seen in Hol- 
stein, near the banks of the Elbe, in passing 
up that river, seeming to collect as much as 
possible every rural convenience within 
themselves. About one we reached Greif- 
swalde, a distance from Anclam of twenty 
miles, through a country flat and in 8om6 
parts inclining to marshy, but in general 
tolerably fertile and well cultivated. We 
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were now in a town completely Swedish, 
and began to find the German language no 
longer of use to us in addressing the com- 
mon people, although still understood by 
many of the middling class, as we found at 
the table d*h6U where we dined. Greif- 
swalde is a town something similar in ap- 
pearance to Anclam, but larger and better 
built. I entered the principal church, where 
the white-washed walls and Gothic pillars 
were in many parts hung with indifferent 
paintings, and adorned with gaudy monu- 
ments. Among the latter was a very large 
one, principally of marble, built by two 
friends during their lives, over a grave^ 
which was to be common to them and their 
families. This is certainly carrying the 
idea of friendship as far as it will go; I had 
heard of friends who possessed between 
tliem but one chamber, one bed, and one 
hat ; but never before of two who made pro- 
vision for being buried in the same grave. 
This instance would possess in it something^ 



236 STRALSUND. 

sublime ^nd afiecting, had it occurred in a 
lonely village among the mountains ; had 
the grave been one of turf; or even had the 
feet been simply recorded after the death of 
the parties, and left to make its natural im- 
pression on the mind. But in the church 
of Greifswalde, a splendid monument and a 
long and laboured inscription, in Latin 
would seem to rccord^rather the latent weak- 
nesses than the strong affections of the hu- 
man heart ; nor, in considering the sad 
changes of life^ can we check the unwilling 
thought, that men, so eager while living t30 
erect a public memorial of their friendship, 
may not preserve it unaltered to the tomb. 

About three we set off, travelling through 
an open and still tolerably fertile country to 
Stralsund, a distance equal to that betweehr 
Anclam and Greifsvvalde. The two- princi- 
pal church towers are visible eight or nin« 
miles off, and giv6 it the appearance of two 
separate but contiguous towns, each with its 
church. The ground, is uneven^ forming 
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little heights close to the sea, and at no great 
distance from Stralsund. As we approached 
we clearly saw English soldiers walking on 
the ramparts, and standing as sentinels at 
the gates ; and a small brig riding in the 
bay with the English flag flying. This sights 
the seal of my liberty, touched me at once 
to the heart. What injustice and oppres- 
sion ; what cruel insults and imprisonment 
could n^ot eifect — yes, this at length forced 
tears into my eyes. We cheerfully passed 
the gates guarded by British soldiers, and 
I found niiyself once more among my counr 
tryn^en. 
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CHAP. X. 

Stralsund to Ystadt. — Lund. — Ancient 
Barrows. — KyofUnge. — Engelholm.— 
Ridge of Hallandsos. — Views of the Cat- 
tegat. — Hahnstad. — Gneiss Rocks. — 
Frankenberg. — fVarberg.— Kongsbacka* 
— Gottenburg. 

Stralsund possessing few if any out- 
works, and the fortifications having nothing 
formidable in their appearance,, and being 
greatly out of repair, does not at first sight ap- 
pear capable of much resistance. Upon far- 
ther examination, however, we find that it is 
well defended by little inlets of the sea^ or 
by broad ditches, and might admit of an 
obstinate defence* Opposite .to the ditch 
lire many houses apparently of a consider* 
lible height, but the upper part of the front 
Js merely a kind of screen^ behind which 
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cannon are mounted which peep through 
openings like windows and enfilade the 
works. The Enghsh had begun to labour 
on the fortifications, and had already finished 
some new defences for the principal gate, 
besides repairing and tracing out others, 
Ayhich in case of siege would be of the 
greatest utility. The whole number of Bri- 
tish troops arrived was little above three 
thousand ; but more were daily expected, 
and wp Ifii^rnt th^t the Crown Prince was 
very desirous of having them to act with 
hin^ iw the field. J was pleased with lhi3 
opportunity of contrasting in my owp mind 
British troops with the Russian, Prussian^ 
5ind ♦Swedish, through which I hj^d so re? 
cently passed. The impression was nearly 
similar to that made on my. mind, when in 
J 806 I passed in two days from the French 
parade at Naples to the English in Mes- 
, sina. I beheld men in whose superior bra- 
very I had a most obstinate belief, and whon» 
) viewed with every partiality ; yet they apr 

4 
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pcared to me not to possess that militaiy air 
ivhich marked the Russian guards, and the 
flower of the Prussian troops. Perhaps the 
extreme comparative neatness of their dress^ 
iind the total absence of whiskers, contri- 
buted to produce this effect, which after all 
was only momentary ; and my native pre- 
judices returning, I took a secret pleasure in 
regarding them as the finest troops in the 
world. 

Stralsund contains nothing particularly 
interesting. There is a tolerably neat covered 
market-place, and the two old brick cathedrals 
are large and lofty, but without any striking 
beauty; and excepting these not a single 
public building is worthy of remark. I 
learned with pleasure that a packet was 
about to sail for Sweden properly so called. 
I had observed throughout the whole of 
Swedish Pomerania, even down to Stral- 
sund, the mixture of a dark-eyed and black- 
haired race, evidently different in its origin 
from the great tribes of the north. This I 
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thought it probable I should see no longer^ 
and that I should find myself amongst a 
pure and unmixed race ; but even on the 
opposite shore I found the same mixture, 
nptwithstanding what some travellers have 
affirmed to the contrary, even all the way to 
Gotteqburg. The packet lay about twelve 
or fourteen miles below Stralsund, whither 
I repaired by land. We passed through a 
small village, and reached a single house 
upon the shore, near which was a small 
wharf, about a mile oflF which, in the roads, 
we saw the packet. Stralsund was still visi- 
ble, bearing much the same appearance as 
when seen from the other side, namely, as 
if divided into two by the position of its 
churches. I ascended a small height, and 
cast my eyes over the opposite island of 
Rugen, the Sound which runs between it 
and the main land up to Stralsund, and 
the opej:iing into the Baltic. Every where 
the country appeared somewhat dreary and 
uninteresting. In the water near the wharf 

R 
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I was surprised to see rushes growing, as m 
a marsh or in the shallows of a fresb^water 
lake ; but tasting the water as I went on 
board, my surprise ceased on finding it 
merely brackish, and scarcely more so thaa 
that drank by the inhabitants of several of 
the mountain districts of the Cape of Good 
Hope. Our packet was a sloop of about 
ninety tons. As soon as we were on board 
the Captain weighed anchor, and the wind 
being fair and blowing fresh we quickly got 
out of the Sound, between Rugen and the 
main. At midnight the weather became 
stormy ; the moon ^was obscured by dark 
clouds, and the short agitated waves of the 
Baltic reduced all my fellow-passengers to 
silence and sickness. Each was provided 
with a little basket of provisions, which fell 
all to the share of the captain ; for the wind, 
although boisterous, continuing fair, we were 
nearly past the island of Bornholm by 
dawn, and as the day advanced had a full 
view, of the coast of Sweden to Ystad; 
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soon the masts of the shipping in its harbour 
became visible ; and by sfx o'clock we we;re 
already in port, having effected our passage 
of about seventy miles in ten hours. 

Here, as at Heligoland, I found much of 
the severer kind of labour performed by wo- 
men. They officiated on the wharf as por- 
ters, and conveyed our baggage to the Cus- 
tom-house and the inn, where they did not 
fail to make us pay for the honour of being 
served by females. In our company was a 
Russian officer going with dispatches to En- 
gland, who, on entering the inn, was instant- 
ly horror-struck at beholding the walls of the 
apartment ornamented with the portraits of 
Bonaparte and his present Empress. It is cer- 
tain that this little circumstance might be 
considered as indicative of a different tone 
of opinion in the country where we were, 
from that which we had just left, and the 
Russian did not fail to record his sentiments, 
by marking rogue on the one picture and a 
title equally forcible upon the other. A 
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breakfast of excellent fish, coffee^ and wine, 
tended however to allay his wrath, and hav- 
ing procured his passports he departed in 
all haste, accompanied by the English gen- 
tleman who had travelled with me from Ber- 
lin. Finding that Ystad contained nothing 
worthy of notice, I lost no time in follow- 
ing his example, and set off about mid-day 
with a young German, now about to visit 
England for the first time. The open wag- 
gons used in Sweden are in general much 
smaller and lighter than those iti Germany ; 
the Swedish mile is equal to about six and 
two-thirds English; and the rate of tra- 
velling astonishingly cheap, being not more 
than about two-pence per English mile. 
This however is more than balanced by the 
delays which take place upon the road. As 
the number of horses regularly kept at the 
stages is very small, and soon exhausted, 
the traveller is usually detained an hour iwd 
a half upon an average at each post, before 
fresh horses can be procured. To feitiedy 
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this^ an advanced courier, called here a Fore- 
bud^ is sometimes sent on before ; but as h^ 
is detained by the same impediments whilst 
you have the advantage of the horses which 
he has ordered, it is not unusual to over- 
take him^on the road. The man at the inns 
who goes for the horses iscajfed the Holkar- 
len, and although he may frequently have 
a considerable distance to go for them, he. 
is contented with two or three skillihgS;^ 
equal to as many Enghsh pence. The pos- 
tillion or driver, who is generally a common 
peasant, is equally moderate, and seldom or 
ever complains of the smallness of your do- 
nations. Add to this, that the roads are 
excellent, and it may be allowed that Swe- 
den is in many respects a country fitted for 
a traveller. 

Immediately after quitting Ystad, the 
country becomes more uneven than almost 
any which I had seen between Breslau and 
the sea. It appeared however, in general^ 
to be well cultivated^ and diversified by small 
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woods of oak and elm. From the first 
high ridge which we pass we have an exten- 
sive view of a well-wooded country on the 
right, and to the left see the Baltic stretched 
out before us, upon which a few white sails 
are scattered. Directly on passing this 
ridge the road becomes a deep sand, and 
might make us dread a renewal of the wastes 
of Brandenburg, but that it extends to no 
great distance. The country people, al- 
though generally fair, did n6t appear to me 
handsome, and the great use of wooden shoes 
was one proof of their poverty. The road was 
incommoded by a great number of gates regu- 
larly kept shut, thus occasioning us frequent 
stoppages, an inconvenience which we found 
to continue more or less, almost the whole 
way to Gottenburg. At the end of three 
and one-eighth Swedish or about twenty- 
one English miles, we reached Esverlof at 
four o'clock; a small place which we quitted 
in an hour, by a road which at first was 
nothing but a heavy sand. The first height 
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also over which we passed was composed of 
bare sand. The greater part of the stage 
consisted of a succession of ridges, which 
afforded good views of the country, and on 
the summit of the last, before descending 
to more level ground, was a mass qf bare 
rock, the first which we had yet s^en thus 
exposed. Having travelled upwards of ten 
English miles we arrived about eight o'clock^ 
at Dalby, a little plaee consisting of Jiear 
sants' houses scattered, small and low, but 
neat, and which being surrounded with trees 
might be called peasants* nests. Amidst 
them the low white church tower formed a 
conspicuous object, in unison with the rest. 
Here, ^^8 durrag the whole day, we noticed 
jtobacco, hops, and potatoes, growing toge- 
ther in the peasants' gardens pf a few feet 
square, giving an idea of comfort and. lux- 
ury on a small scale. From Dalby we pvor 
ceeded about seven miles, mostly ov^r. a 
fiat country, to Lund, an ancient town,. where 
^e did^QPt .arrive ^U long afti^r, 4^k^ an^ 
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through heavy rains. In the room of the 
post-house into which we were ushered 
were three girls sleeping, one of whom arose 
without a murmur and prepared beds for us. 
In the morning we had but a short time to 
examine this town, which was formerly 
highly renowned, and far more extensive 
than at present, of which many traces still 
remain. A venerable cathedral, and a uni«> 
versity still in great repute, are some ves- 
tiges of its former greatness^ although the 
population be now dwindled to little more 
than three thousand souls. About half-past 
six we set offi and soon afler leaving Lund 
passed two tumuli, close on the right of 
the road, and another at a little distance oa 
the left nearly obliterated by the ploughs 
About eight we reached Kyoflinge, consist* 
ing of a few houses near a small stream run- 
ning to the west, which we passed on a rude 
stone bridge of five arches. We found here 
part of the suite of I^ord Aberdeen, who 
had already passed on to Y8tad> on bis way 
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to Vienna^ and I was regaled with the sight 
of some English newspapers. Contrary to 
Our expectations we soon procured horses^ 
and proceeded to Tagarp^ a single post*- 
house, which we reached in two hours and 
a quarter, over an excellent road, and through 
a country generally fertile and well cuIti-« 
vated. We still continued to see' tobaccor 
growing in the peasants' little gardens, toge-r 
ther with potatoes and the Scotch kale. Bar« 
Mws were scattered here and there in the 
countiy riAind, and into one of them to th^ 
lejfi: a poor man had dug, and by the aid of 
a little wood tod a door had fashioned it 
into a kind of habitable caye above ground | 
the 'ignoble living thus herding with the 
ashes of the once mighty dead. 

From Tagarp, an hour and three quarters 
brought us to Morarp, a small scattered 
pikce with a low church. The gteater part 
of the road Was oyer wide heaths, on whicb^ 
in spotsy were scattered heaps of large stones; 
From t^ > in another hour we readied In* 
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gelstorp^ a single post-house, and by a rdad 
ibe latter part of which was diversified by ash 
and willow trees. Another stage brought u» 
to Engelholm, a town consisting of a single 
street, but containing about five hundred 
people, wliere all the houses appeared as if 
fccently built. From Lund to Morarp our 
road had bc^n nearly parallel to the Sound, 
which separates Sweden from the island of 
Zealand, and at the latter place we were 
nearly opposite to Elsineur, as L^nd is to 
Copenhagen. In approaching to £ngel- 
boIm> we had constantly in view a lofty 
IBOuntain to the north-west, forming one of 
the headlands of the deep bay of Engf^l- 
holm, and we now beheld the more open sea 
of the Cattegat, instead of the narrow waters 
of the Sounds From Engelholm a farther pro« 
gress of about tea miles brought us.toMargre* 
tetorp* The road .was mostly over a fertile 
fla^ apparentljE. left by the Baltic^ which 
we soon saw on our left. Before us was a 
long well-wooded ridge called HaUandsoSj 
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seemingly about four hundred feet above the 
level of the sea, which we approached and 
gradually began to ascend. Large stones 
lay strewed about in all directions. Half- 
way up, a few houses scattered -along the 
side of the hill constitute Margretetorp^ 
near which a torrent rushes down, and, form- 
ing a little river in the plain, falls into th6 
bay below. Heavy clouds, with loud thun- 
der and rain, seemed to prepare us for a 
•tormy night'; but the tempest soon dis- 
persed, and as there was some delay in pro- 
curing horses I determined to cross the ridge 
on foot, while day-light still remained. This 
is, perhaps, the most interesting and romantic 
part of the whole road, between Ystad and 
Gottenburg. Looking back we behold a fer- 
tile flat, on the other side of which a range 
of hills, gradually rising as they approach 
the coast, terminate in a lofty headland, ran- 
ning far into the sea and forming a deep bay. 
Around are ancient woods, amongst which 
huge grey rocks, covered in some parts with 
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licheas and mosses^ afibrd from tiheir sum- 
mits romantic views through the openings 
among the trees. Having gained the top of 
the ridg^^ we see on the other side a rapid 
descent, and a wide spread country, seem* 
ingly' better wooded and more interesting 
than that which we have left behind. Here 
and there bare rocks project, but we do not 
see the great number of loose stones which 
are spread about near Margretetorp. 

Had I waited for the carriage I should 
have missed this fine view, as it became 
dark before I began to descend; and I 
reached Karup, a small village in the plaiii 
on the opposite side, distant about eight 
miles from Margretetorp, a full hour before 
my companion appeared. Here we rested 
till day-break. On the 19th we continued 
our journey for sopcie time over a flat heath. 
until at the end of seven or eight miles we 
passed through Laholm, ,a neat little town 
well sheltered by hills, and situated oa the 
Laga, a fine stream * which we croisecL 
2 
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Above the town it divides into two branches^ 
which tumble over their rocky beds for some 
distance, and then unite, forming beautiful 
cascades, which few travellers will fail to 
stop for some minutes to admire. A few 
miles farther on we reach Karrby, consist- 
ing of a few houses on an elevated plaifi 
above the river, and distant between eleven 
and twelve miles from Karup. Being d.4* 
tained here upwards of an hour we a^tin 
pursued our journey across wide heathf^ 
above which on every side rose blocks of 
gneiss, and over which the viriivi blew kem 
from the Baltic, now constantly in sight on 
bur left : looking back we beheld th^ 
beautiful ridge of Hallandsos, stretching into 
the sea, and seemingly terminating in seve- 
ral low islands oflF the point. About eleven 
we reached Ilalmstad, a good town near.the 
mouth of the Nissa, where lay veisseU ftf 
two hundred tons burthen. The populati^fi 
is rated at thirteen hundred, and^ betid^ 
the salmon fishery, carries on the mwv&e^ 
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turing of cloths and serges. Here we dined^ 
and set off at one^ crossing the stream^ and 
ascending over a hilly country to Quibile^ 
a few scattered hous^ about nine miles from 
Halmstad. This we quitted s^in at fbur^ 
travelling for an hour and a half over a 
hilly and diversified country, to Sloioge, 
consisting - of a white church and a few 
houses. Woods of oak, ash, and beedi 
were scattered in the bottoms of the valleyi^ 
and even on the sides of some of the hills 
facing the sea. Along the sides of the road 
bare rocks appeared, and the tops of the 
hills seemed entirely composed of them. 
All day the streams which we passed were 
dark- coloured, like the mountain streams of 
Scotland, and ran with great rapidity to the 
west. 

Afler leaving Sloinge the country is at 
first hilly and interesting as before, present* 
ing romantic rocks on the right, while a 
pleasant little river winds through the valley 
on the lefl of the road. After some mileiii 
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however, we arrive upon barren heaths ter- 
minating in the sea. Over the heath wc 
see the masts of vessels in the mouth of a 
river, on the right bank of which stands 
Frankenberg, an ancient town, containing 
about seven hundred inhabitants, and dis- 
tant about eleven miles from Sloingie. A 
considerable salmon fishery is carried oa 
here, but the port ia nearly blocked up by 
sands. We arrived near dark, after crossing 
the river named after the town, which re- 
sembles thatof Halmstad, by a good bridge. 
Having asked for supper, salmon, milk, and 
beer were set before us, on which we re- 
galed in despite of the aphorisms of our 
own country, which denounce such a mix- 
ture as unwholesome. We set off again at 
nine, and were rapidly driven, about nine 
miles, to the post-house of Morup, wheroi 
we remained till morning. 

From Morup to Warberg a distance of 
eleven miles, the country is barren and de* 
ftolate, with the sea constantly in view oo. 

1 
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.tlie Iffb The town of Warbeig is in ^- 
pcarHncc like that of Frankenbog, but ocxn- 
vidcrably larger^ containing nearly double 
tlic number of inhabitants^ and haYing a 
harbour defended by a £>rtre8s upon an in- 
iulated rock* Here a fenr small ▼esaela 
lying at anchor gave some shovr of ami- 
nic'rce^ but the town does not appear thriv* 
ing. We were detained three hours tar 
want of horses when we started for Backa^ 
a poor post-house^ distant about twelve miles^ 
which we reached towards mid-day. The 
road for the most part, especially at the be- 
ginning is wild and desolate, between baie 
mountainous rocks and the sea. From Backa 
to Asa is another stage of ten miles, also 
through a country bare and desolate the 
whole way. Several small barren islands 
appear off the coast, and the sea forms a 
considerable inlet, along which the road 
runs. Asa is merely a miserable post-house, 
having a few cottages scattered near it on the 
plain^ Here the sole refreshment we could 



procure w^s, a few hard. bisK:uits and some 
^eggs, for which as usual we were charged 
m exorbitant price. Soon after quitting 
Asa, the country improves; and at the end 
of ten miles we reach Kongsbacka^ . a little 
town of a:bout four hundred inhabitants^ 
built^ together with its church, entirely of 
wood, at the head of the inlet along which 
we have been travelling. A single fire 
might reduce this little place to ashes in the 
course of a few hours. It stands in a flat 
^nd fertile valley, bounded by rocky heights, 
and here and there isolated ' masses of gra- 
nite or gneiss rise abruptly in the centre of 
the valley, giving to the whole a singular 
mixture of the soft arid the romantic. 
These bare rocks, when seen on the lonely 
shore or upon barren heaths, often produce 
a melancholy effect; but amid forests or 
cultivated lands they heighten by contrast:the 
richness of the surrounding scenery/ From 
Kongsbacka to the post-house of Rsuro, is a 
distance of about fourteen miles, mostly 
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along a flat^ between two stony ridges* 
Here we fband horseft immediately^ and, 
proceeding without delay seven miles farther, 
reached Gottenburg in the dark about eleven/ 
o'clock. 

I waited at Gottenburg several days for 
the packet. This city, although of no great 
antiquity, is perhaps the most flourishing in 
Sweden, and undoubtedly the first in a ma- 
ritime point of view. It is situated at the 
* junction of two long valleys on the left bank 
of the Gotha Elf, a stream which, although 
of no great width above the town, opens 
into a kind of bason below it capable of ad- 
mitting any number of large vessels. Hie 
rocky heights which surround this harbour 
give to it a romantic appearance, as also to. 
the town itself, which in like manner ia 
commanded by them. Fart of the town is 
built upon piles, but the suburbs extend 
along the little eminences which overiook 
the harbour on the south side. The principal 
street is wide and well built, and traversed 
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tn all its length by a canal from the river^ 
which sends off branches at right angles to 
two or three other streets. The population, 
including the suburbs, is estimated at 
twenty-five thousand souls. New buildings 
are going on with activity, amongst which 
a large church is the most conspicuous* 
The town is defended by fortifications, but 
they are in bad repair, and from the nature 
of the ground it would perhaps be better to 
erect works on the neigbouring heights, than 
immediately round the town itself. There 
are two forts of that description, but seem- 
ingly neglected. ' By forming batteries be- 
low the harbour it may easily be rendered 
safe from all insult, and the town secured 
on the sea-side. Every thing here, however, 
weard the appearance of security, the inhabi-* 
tants having been always well aware of the 
friendly disposition of Great Britain, the 
only power that can immediately injure 
them. In short, Gottenburg from its situa- 
tion is likely to remain one of the greatest 
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and most flourishing cities of Sweden ; and 
its rocks^ its harbour^ and the surrounding 
country will always form objects of interest 
to the naturalist and the traveller. 

On the 25th of August I embarked in 
the English packet the Lord Nelson. We 
sailed with a slight air, and in a few hours 
reached the mouth of the harbour, where 
numerous little rocks, smooth and entirely 
bare, rise above the surface of the water. 
In the evening, about eight, we were off the 
headland of the Scaw. On the ensuing 
day, light breezes continuing, we put out 
lines astern, and caught a great number 
of mackarel, gurnet, and some guardfisb. 
The 27 th the sea was almost a perfect 
calm ; but the passengers were cotisoled by 
the quantity of large cod-fish, which we 
dragged up from the depth of five-and- 
twenty and thirty fathoms, and which 
added to the luxury of our repasts. At 
length, on the evening of the SOth, we 
saw all around us fleets of small vessels on 
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different tacks^ sailing as in the security of 
a profound peace^ and indicating that we 
were already on the EngHsh coast. All 
night wc sailed with a favourable breeze, 
and on the morning of the 3 1 st were in sight 
of Harwich. I noticed with pleasure "the 
unwearied delight with which my German 
fellow- passengers seemed to contemplate the 
fair fields of England^ so different from the 
sandy wastes of central Germany. The 
houses, the trees, the cattle, the people 
whom we saw walking on the beach ; all 
were to them objects of interests. Even in 
this there is a secret charm ; and one who 
loves his country is pleased to see it noticed 
by strangers for its most trifling beauties. 
Happy be your visit to England, my fellow- 
passengers! for now we must part, never 
perhaps to meet again. 
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Stlberbergj 3 Juillet^ 1813. 

Cpmme Anglais^ cpmiae umocent, j'ai en* 
core line fois a vous prier de &ire attention a im 
situation. J'ai ^t6 arrets depuis le 15°^^ de Ma^ 
sans en Sj^avoir la raison; et traits en c^dminel et 
ennemi de h, Pruase^ pendant <]pie)e n'^ sonboiitii^ 

que le bonhenr. Je prends Dieu a temoin Qu'pJji 
me &it une girande iaigu^oe; et je veux si on pent 
me prouver le moindre crun% qu'on we pnnisse 
selon toute la riguenr des loix. 

J'ai rhoimeur, Monseilgnei^ 
&c. &c. &c. 

ROBEBT SXMPLS. 

A Son Excellence 

J^ Comte de Hardenberg, 
Minister d'Etat; &c. &c. &c 
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No. 11. 



lUichenbacIif 30th July^ 1815* 



I have the pleasure of forwarding to you a 

letter I have received for you from London, to* 

gether with the enclosed pagers, by whidi you will 

^that I lost no time in applying Ibr your rdeiise^ 

and that my appUcation has been immediately at- 

tended to. Baron Hardenberg's answer has only 

this moment reached me, I beg to congratulnte 

you thereon, and to assure you that I 'shall be- 

happy on your arrival here to fiicilitate your 

return to England in any way that may be ixk mjr 

powen 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

GfiORGB Jackson, 

Robert ' Sempl^ Esq. 



No. iir. 

Reichenlachy 24 Juillei, 1813. 

Le Soossigne, Charge d'Afi&ires de sa Majesty 
Britannique, vient de recevoir des avis de son gou- 
vernement, qui constatent que le Sieur Semple, qui, 
soupgonne d'espionage, a ete arrete il-y-a quelque 
terns a Gbrlitz par la Police Prussienne, est non 
seulement un humme de bien^ mais qu'il est meme 
distingue par ses telens et par ses principes, II a 
rhonneur de s'addresser, en consequence, a S. E, 
M. le Baron de Hardenberg, Chancelier'd'Etat de 
S. M • le Roi de Prusse, en la priaiit de vouloir 
bieU donner, sans delai, les ordres necessaires pour 
que le Sieur Semple soit imm^diatement remis en 
liberte, et qu'il lui soit accorde un passeport pour 
»e rendre ici, ou a tel autre endroit que bon lui 
isemblera. 

Le Soussigne saisit, &c. 

(Signe) George Jackson. 

A. S, E. M. le Baron de Hardenberg, 
Sac. &c. See. 
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No. IV. 

Peilati, le 28 Juillet, 1818« 

Le Soussign^ a I'honneur de repondre a Toffice 
de Monsieur Jackson, Charge des Affaires de S. M. 
Britannique, qu'il n'a pas balance, sur le temoig>^ 
nage satisfaisant donn^ de la conduite du Sieur 
Semple, d'ordonner an Commandant de la For-* 
tresse de Silberberg, de r61acJier cet mdividu, et'de 
lui rccdmmander de se presenter chez Mansienr 
Jackson. • 

Le Soussigne saisit, &c. 

(Signe) HAMStfjrao^ . 

A Monsieur Momieur Jackson^ 
&c. &c. &c. 
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isTo. v; ' , 

Kensington Talace^ 30th June, 1813. 
Sib, 

I am commanded by the Duke of Kent to 
acquaint you, that your letter of the 18th ultimo 
having been received by His Royal Highness on 
the ^5th instant, was immediately referred to 
Dr. CoUyer, and a communication, this instant ret 
ceived from the Dcxrtor upon the subject of it, 
afibrds me the pleasure of stating, that his ex«> 
ertions at the Foreign OflSce have been so far at* 
tended with effect, that no doubt remains of Lord 
Castlereagh sending out to Lord Cathcart such in* 
fitructions respecting you, as will immediately ensurf 
your release from the hands of the Prussian Police, 

and a more favourable rec^tion from his Lordship^ 
I have the honour to be. Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

Jonathan Parker. 

Assistant Private Secretary to 
His Royal Highness the Duke of, Kent» 

To Robert Semple, Esq. Gorlitz. 

TH£ END. 
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along a flat> between two stony ridges* 
Here we fband horseft immediately^ and, 
proceeding without delay seven miles farther^ 
reached Gottenburg in the dark about eleven/ 
o'clock. 

I waited at Gottenburg several days for 
the packet. This city, although of no great 
antiquity, is perhaps the most flourishing in 
Sweden, and undoubtedly the first in a ma- 
ritime point of view. It is situated at the 
junction of two long valleys on the left bank 
of the Gotha Elf, a stream which, although 
of no great width above the town, opens 
into a kind of bason below it capable of ad- 
mitting any number of large vessels. The 
rocky heights which surround this harbour 
give to it a romantic appearance, as also to. 
the town itself, which in like manner is 
commanded by them. Fart of the town is 
built upon piles, but the suburbs extend 
along tlie little eminences which oveiiook 
the harbour on the south side. The principal 
street is wide and well built^ and traversed 



